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FIVE DECADES OF MODERN CLASSIC MOTORCYCLE MECHANICS INCLUDING 


HORN REFURB. 90s: YAMAHA FAZER 600, TRIUMPH DAYTONA 
1200, HONDA VFR800. 80s: YAMAHA TZR250 RACER. 70s: 
KAWASAKI Z650, HONDA CL350, KAWASAKI H2. ALSO: ALLEN 
MILLYARD COLUMN. Q&A: YOUR QUESTIONS ANSWERED AND 
YOUR BIKES AND MEMORIES! 
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Multipurpose 
Rotary Toole 
Engraver 
Kit 


Promotion valid from 
1st July until 30th September 2019 


■ Heavy-duty 60OW motor develops powerful II.OGOrpm (no load speed) 

* Features spindle lock for fast I on ding/un loading of discs. 

■ Grinding disc not included. 

Order Model No. PTC/10QG, 

- Model No, SG101 

* Ust Price £47.96 £ 41.94 1 »»- 


£34.95 52f- 


Stepless control between 10,000 and 32,000rpm. 

Comprises 40 pieces including tips, wheels, sanding discs* 1 bands, 
dressing stone and chuck spanner 

Suitable for carving, shaping, tie-burring, drilling, O Q Q C 

engraving, cutting and tool sharpening, C, u * O O 

Model No. E540 

List Price £42 95 


EXC. 

VAT 


£35.94 V» 



£199.95 vat- 

£239.94 vat 


COMPETITION 


Enter at www.sealey.co.uk 
until 30 th September 2019 


* Package includes: 

CPI201 - 12V 10mm Hammer 
Drill/Driver. 

CP1202 -12V 3/8"Sq Drive 
Ratchet Wrench. 

CP1203 -12V 1/4'Hex Drive 
80 Nm Impact Driver. 

CP1204 - 12V 3/B n Sq Drive 
80Nm Impact Wrench. 

CP120QBP - 12V I.SAh 
Lithium-ion Power Tool 
Battery for CPI200 Series (x2). 

CP1200MC - 12V Lithium-ion Battery Charger 1 Hour for CP1200BP. 
CP1200CB - Canvas Bag for CP1200 Series. 

► Model No, CPI ZOOCOMBO 
- List Price £269.95 


12V Cordless 
Rawer Tool 
Combo Kit 
4 Tools 
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Having trouble finding a copy 

of this magazina? 

Why not Jusl 
Ask your local 
nflvw&agont to 
reserve you a. copy 
each month 1 } 




It's time for us all to dip our 
toes in the communal pool! 

We are very lucky here at CMM to be blessed 
with a wide-ranging pool of classic motorcycles 
to be able to feature in our pages. 

From the dawn of the Japanese mass- 
produced motorcycle in the early 1950s, all the 
way through to 15 years or older (thanks to the 
Vintage Japanese Motorcycle Club's rules) and 
everything conceivable in between. 

This issue shows just that scope: Honda's 
CB900F, launched in 1979; Suzuki's T305 with its 
roots in the 1960s; through to the Aprilia Mille 
and Kawasaki ZX-7R of the 1990s; into the 
Ducati 999 of 16 years back, what’s even better 
is that you're coming along with us on the 
journey. I hear from so many people about how 
they're buying older motorcycles, or adopting 
machines from the 1990s as affordable classics. 

You'll find some feedback on our Letter’s Page 
this month stating just that. 


www,facebook.com/ClassicMechanics/ ^0 www.twitterxom/cmmmag 


And feedback is what drives us forward - 
good or bad! So here are some other questions, 
we've always covered the 1990-on Hinckley 
Triumphs as modern classics, as well as older 
European machines from the likes of Laverda, 
Moto Guzzi and Ducati. But what of older British 
bikes? Nortons, Triumphs, Royal Enfields? And 
how about Harley-Davidsons? Perhaps you'd 
like to see more dirt bikes, or some cruisers. 
CMM is YOUR magazine, so let us know what 
you want to see in its pages in the future. We 
value all of your criticism. 


luOti^S 

Editor 

BSimmonds@Mortons. co. uk 
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Steve Cooper 

older, nicer stuff editor) 

Before heading off an eft's mmrttfi’s MdUy 
m private /er, scoop wile suzuki's T305 
and Stirtetf oof firs horn problems. 



Bruce Wilson 

Fast Bloke 

Once a CMM staff writer. nw/ fast Bates 
effltar. Btuoe notes mo J99L& bves ii 
January 20t2 he satd Protect 2SSh was 
needy fashed we're sue waiting 



Mike cowton 

Music legend 

rce productm editor iwho nghts/ 
femmes ftwi prongs, Hemsatsoa 
mu&c hack m the Vttfe. writing bogs 
on the Pet Shop Boys anateve*42 



Andy Bolas 

VJMCdudeE 

Our And/ normally onty Hkes Japanese 
efes^i'CS or those un tije cusp ■ no what's tie 
doing Htftfi a big Hinddsy Triumph} Page 64 , 



Mark Haycock 

Q&A wizard 

Mark helps you ail out with queues end 
gives us the latest on his current 
prefect: the Honda 0350, 




ion Bentman 

Returns, cap In hand! 

Atit&bmemofmy 
contributor, Jfl wu/ketf aw&y tram the 
tend of mtoatti honey tCMMt and 
promptly went to woir for tfse wt 
effipffe (the opposition.) now t 
ffdJitatuy hufrtbie and penitent and after sbppsig Berne a 
five-figure bnoe, he's tec* & a road 

tests, inducing (ftrs montf? 5 atxxj* that 40-yesr-oki 
super four - the CB9Q0F 




Ralph Ferrand 

Kawasaki madman 

j5rn/(Ve from krdph ^Vv» r>>ye > 

ftcstfy, he\ on inrfi the I6S0\ dutch and 
(ea^fte5ori^fa4s?^ 


Jeff Ware 

Down Under drinker 

Our very own dtp&Qmsn&c, Jeff hdes 
the fir,-shed fiGSOU Suzuki and make* a 
Start err ms Suzuki RM8QX f 



Allen Millyard 

En^neer extraordinaire! 

Double helpings of Alien this month-not 
only is he ploughing on with his veto twin 
he rides the completed bike at Prescott, 



Robert Bee 

The Daddy 

Ban 1 HOD tes just become- a dod for 
the second time He needs m geiftis 
terujs 50 hock ads - now* 



Alan Dowds 

Champagne! 

ftjg At s getting hts champagne corfs 
popping as he gets to sort out the 
god-awful carbs of his Paz& 600 
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South of England 
Summer Classic Show 



10 am Sunday 14 July 

With Dave De$en$: The Honda Years 

10am Entry E6 adults, E5 65-and-Over, kids go free. Indoor & outdoor 
All-Motorcycle Show With Bikejumble & BikeMart & Hog Roast 
Great Classic Motorcycle Show a Auto Jumble : Workshop clear-out stalls : 



us for more details and get booked in now 
at The South of England Showground, Ardingly, West Sussex, RH17 6TL 


Marsh Classic Bikejumble 

10am Sunday 


15 September 


With Ride-In Show - £25 cash prizes! 

All-motorcycle Autojumble : Hog Roast 
Space available in our huge Marquee : 
Hamstreet, Nr Ashford, Kent, TN26 2JD 


South of England Classic Show 8: Bikejumble 


Sunday 27 th October 

At The South of England Showground, Ardingly, W Sussex, RH17 6TL 
Celebrating The Royal Enfield Bullet- look out for special guests! 

5 Indoor Halls of Atl-Motorcycle Show & Jumble 

ELK Promotions 

PO Box 85, New Romney 
KENT TN28 9BE 

01797 344277 

www .elk- promoti ons xo.uk 


Need information on your Classic? 
We supply 600 different Spares 
Lists, Instruction and 
Maintenance Manuals far Classic 
British Motorcycles re-printed 
from the manufacturer's 
originals, in the original layout. 
Order Online Now 



(5 nt mental^ 
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WWW.CLASSiCBgHETRACHaAYS.COM 

DAJf/V t 07971 -*24*9 ROB: 07371 5J5053 i\F£J l C£_4 551 CnikJTTRAeh.UA YS.tn *f 


THE BEST TRACKBA YS 
FOB ALL CLASSIC BIKES* 


UPCOMING 

EVENTS 

19 JUL: CASTLE COMBE* 

CLASSIC MECHANICS 
TRACKBAY 

BO JUL: CASTLE COMBE 

VJMC TRACKUAY 
A SHOW 

14 SEP: CAB WELL PARK* 

PS MAGAZINE WEEKEND 

15 SEP: EABWELL PARK 

PS MAGAZINE WEEKEND 


Fam ALL BIKES BUILT BEFORE BOBO • PROFESSIONAL TUITION 
TYRE SUPPOR T FROM CONTINENTAL 
PADDOCK SUPPORT FROM APRIL!A PERFORMANCE 
GREAT SOCIAL ATMOSPHERE - FREE CAMPING 

* EVENING ENTERTAINMENT 
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(if The Worlds Largest ‘Independent’ Stockist of 9{ew Old Stocky ‘Motorcycle Spares ” 


SPECIALISTS 


PARTS FOR HONDA 


□AVID SalLVfcR ^PARfcS 


ALL AT 


PRICES 


DISCOUNTED 

* Order On-LI ne: 

Vast comprehensive and easy to use, secure online store - thousands 
of genuine Honda and aftermarket spare parts listed for hundreds of 
models 


We stock many large i 

" " ' “ £, Crar 


* We keep in stock most of the parts required for both engine rebuilds 
and complete restoration projects. 

EXACT REPLICA EXHAUSTS 
CB500 FOUR 374 TYPE SET OF 4 EXHAUSTS 
CB350 FOUR 333 TYPE, SET OF 4 EXHAUSTS 
CB750K2 FOUR 341 TYPE. SET OF 4 EXHAUSTS 
CB750K07K1 300 TYPE SET OF 4 EXHAUSTS 

We receive huge deliveries of ofd end obsolete Honda parts throughout the year. So phone, fax. ematf or visit our website 

DAVID SILVER SPARES 


components: 

Cylinders Barrels. Crankcases, Wheels, Tanks, Exhausts, Fairing 
Panels, Seats r Frames etc. 

Parts suppliers lor all Honda motorcycles: 

From the early 60 s and 70 s classics to current models 


www.davidsllvenpares.co.uk 
0 1728 83 3 020 or fax us on 01728 83 2 197 or Email on sales@Oavldsllverspares.co.uk: 
Address: Unit 14 Masterlord Industrial Estate, Station Road, Leiston, Suffolk IP I® 4JD 
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Motorcycle Brake Caliper Rebuild a Refurbishment 
Brake Caliper Seal Kits, Pistons s Spares 
Seat kits from £15 
Rebuilds from £39 



oo 

oo 


TOKICO 


©brambo 



Powerhouse, Unit 7 Carr Wood Industrial Estate, Carrwood Road, Chesterfield, $419QB 


01246 260665 www.pewerhouse.uk 


4 / classic motorcycle mechanics 
















62 Q&A 

Mark Haycock with a page of tips. 

64 TRIUMPH DAYTONA 1200 

Andy Bolas returns with this modular 
Hinckley classic. 

68 KAWASAKI H2 C 

Our Ralph moves from four, to two- 
strokes! 

72 SUZUKI RM80X 

Jeff Ware starts this mini-resto! 

76 ALLEN MILLYARD 

More on his Velocette V-twin! 

80 WORKSHOP: HORN REFURB 

Scoop makes lots of noise... 

84 YAMAHA FZS600 FAZER 

Alan Dowds strips down the carbs. 

88 SUZUKI RG500 

Jeff Ware finally gets to go for a ride! 

92 HONDA CJ250/360T 

Steve Cooper with a buyer’s guide. 

96 SUZUKI GSF600 BANDIT 

Meet Mike Cowton and his new steed! 

110 HONDA GL1200 GOLD WING 

Breaking bad this big mutha! 

112 KAWASAKI Z650 

Ralph Ferrand with part three of this 
clutch swop! 

114 HONDA VFR800 

Meet barber Jonny Hedges and his V4 

122 YAMAHA TZR250 

Tony Greenslade heads to Paul Ricard. 

126 HONDA CL350 

Mark Haycock back with this machine 


NEWS HONDA CB900F 

Events, news and what’s Jon Bentman rides Honda’s 

happening. second-generation Four! 


FEEDBACK RETROSPECTIVE 

WIN Bridgestone tyres for our We look at Ducati’s 916 

Star Letter! replacement... 


Contents 


ARCHIVE 

Is it really 16 years since this 
Brit won WSB? 

CMM MARKETPLACE 

We have a look at Ducati 
V-twins. 

CMM STUFF 

New kit, tools and tyres. 


CMM TRACK DAYS 

Join us at Castle Combe. 

DIARY DATES 

Some events for August. 

PRESCOTT HILL 
CLIMB 

Allen Millyard attends this 
awesome event. 
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PIP HIGHAM 

Record attempts on a Velo 
and a GSX-R! 


SHOW US YOURS 

WIN S-DOC cleaning gear! 
Win a Tamiya kit! 


KAWASAKI ZX-7R VS 
APRILIA RSV-R MILLE 

Bruce Wilson - former CMM 
staffer - returns! 


SUZUKI T305 

Steve Cooper rides one. 


YAMAHA MT-01 

Is this a ‘Coming Classic? 


NEXT MONTH 

What’s happening in the 
September 2019 CMM 


SUBSCRIBE! 

Subscribe and save cash! 
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Ducat! Monst 

GBP 2,595 

or B*st Offtr 


If there’s one engine layout machine you have to own at 
least once in your life, it’s a V-twin - but which one? 

WORDS: BERTIE SIMMONDS PICS: MORTONS ARCHIVE 


F ew engine layouts are as evocative as 
the V-twin and few twins stir the soul 
like a Ducati V-twin. Ok, so we should 
probably say ‘L-twin’ here, but you know 
what we mean. 

In this issue we give a bit of a shout out to 
the Ducati 999, so let’s start there. The 
999/749 shape isn’t the drop-dead gorgeous 
machine its predecessor 916/748 was, but 
the bike itself was a big improvement all the 
way across the board. Firstly, the build 
quality between an early 916 Strada and a 
999 is almost like night and day - although 
we’ve heard that the old Ducati issue of 
flaking paint can rear its head in a number of 
areas, including the engine (a bit of a Ducati 
trait), the bracket/surround for the two 
headlights and certain areas of the frame. 

Like any Ducatis, the secret when buying is 
three things: history, history and history. A 
wodge of paperwork showing what’s been 
done, when and (most importantly) WHERE 
it’s been done is invaluable. Well-known 


Ducati specialists are out there and work 
done by them is reassuring. In general then, 
the 999/749 is very reliable if looked after 
- just like the earlier 916 - but where the 
bike really shines is in outright performance 
and comfort compared to the earlier machine. 
The whole plot felt much narrower than the 
916/996/998, but the overall ergonomics are 
a world away from the earlier machine. This 
was helped by the 999 having moveable 
ergonomics: the foot-pegs alone had five 
possible positions! 

Out on the street the 999 was superior in 
almost every respect - apart from sound. That 
carbuncle/car exhaust under the 999’s seat 
seemed to rob the bike of any throaty bellow: 
Termignoni’s finest is required. 

Price-wise the 999 isn’t up there with the 
916 just yet, so bargains are there to be 
had. You can get into the 999 club for 
around £3000. Like the 916/748 family, 
the baby brother 749 runs out at around the 
same price. 
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So what about other Ducati V-twins? 
Well, we’ve often banged the drum for the 
F-ugly Multistrada Mark 1 here at CMM. 
Yes, it’s another Pierre Terblanche design 
(like the 999/Supermono and 1998-on 
SS series) so it’s an acquired taste, but it 
is a corking machine if you want 
something comfortable that can tour with 
ease. The 1000DS (dual spark) motor is 
sublime in this bike, but you can also 
get the smaller 620. We’ve seen the 
tiddler as low as £1500 and the 1000DS 
starts at around £2500. Best of all we’ve 
seen the Ohlins-suspended 1100S for 
as little as £3500. That’s a lot of bike 
for the wonga... 

For many of us, the SS range are ‘the’ 
classic Dukes. Taking their name from the 
beautiful 70s Ducatis, the late 1980s 
air-cooled V-twin Dukes have bottomed 
out price-wise and are now on the climb. 
Again, with 600, 750 and 900 versions 
(we’d leave the gutless 400SS ‘Junior’ 
well alone) there are plenty to choose 
from. Projects start from a grand, but 
while five or more years ago a good SS 
could be snatched for £1500, you’ll be 
hard to find a nice one below £2999 
today. Low-milers and the rare, silver/ 
single-seat FE (Final Edition) models will 
sit now at around £5000. With 916 
prices going up, people looked to the SS 
range and this then had a knock-on effect 



2003 Ducat* 999 r Wk rnltes. Teftmgnorii Exhaust 
GBP 3,750 

or tofil Offer 


with the prices of these bikes. 
Interestingly, the Terblanche re-design 
post-1998 is a better bike, but again it’s 
not got the kudos of the earlier, 

888-a-like models. With the SS range 
(and all Ducatis really), KNOW what 
you’re looking at and make sure you know 
what year matches with which frame 
colour - often sellers aren’t honest! And 
make sure that if you’re looking at an 
SL/Super Light, that it isn’t a standard 
bike pretending to be one. Same goes for 
the Final Edition. 

We’ll touch upon the 916 here. As just 
mentioned, you’ll need to know that 
you’re looking at a first-model Strada and 
not a converted Biposto - this is even 
more important when you’re being sold an 
SPS/Sports Production model: history and 
provenance is all here. A few years ago 
£3500 bagged you a decent 916, now 
you’re looking at £5k to start. 

Monsters and the un-loved ST tourers 
are possibly the cheapest way into Ducati 
ownership. ST2s (air-cooled) and ST4s 
(liquid-cooled) can be found for as little 
as £1500! While the myriad of air-cooled 
Monsters (600/750/900 etc.) can just 
about be found from £1500, but while six 
years ago that got you a good one, today 
£2500 is where half-decent ones start 
and prices rise still further for the later 
liquid-cooled Monsters, cmm 



Ducati goo ss kh 
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2005 - DUCATI MULTISTRADA 620 ADVENTURE 
- ONLY 13K MILES - STUNNING - S/H -61Bcc 

PART FXCkANGE WELCOME fli NATIONWIDE 
Dfl.IVFRYAVAII.ABtE 

GBP 2.295 


Buy Now 
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2QD2 DUCATI 740. ONE OWNER LOW MILES. 

STU NNING1 DEL 1VE RY AVAIL ABL E 

CLAS SIC 0«KE$ BOUGHT AND TAKEN IK 

PART EXCHANGE 

| GBP 5,995 


| Buy Now | 
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The latest riding kit ; top tools 
tyres, retro clothing and more! 


www. dot4distribution. com 


BLACKBIRD BLACK 
ARROW JACKET 


The Black Arrow Ladies Urban Tribe 


Waxed Cotton Jacket gives both style and 
protection. The jacket is made from 12oz 
waxed cotton canvas. Features Kevlar 
lining panels and removable CE-approved 
armour at the shoulder, elbow and back. 


The Blackbird Pembury leather Jacket comes out of 
Australia, but it's been named after the Welsh circuit of 
Pembrey! This is a super-soft leather jacket made from 
natural milled cowhide and removable CE-approved 
armour in the shoulders, elbow and back. It's got 
plenty of internal and external pockets. Sizes S-4XL. 
www. dot4distribution. com 


LS2 VALIANT 
NUCLEUS 

The Valiant features a 180° 
swing-around chin bar and comes 
certified as both a full-face and 
open-face helmet. The quick- 
release zero-distortion visor is 
Pinlock-ready, while an internal 
drop-down sun shield works in 
both open-face and full-face 
modes. The lining is removable 
and washable, and it's 
resplendent in this new 'Nucleus' 
paint scheme. Sizes XS-XXL 
(53cm-64cm.) 
www. Is2helme ts. com 


- 




LASER NUT 
EXTRACTOR 


We all hate rounded off nuts or bolts 
- and so this Damaged Nut/Bolt Extractor 
Set from Laser Tools (part number 7524) is the 
answer. Made up of a set of cleverly 
designed hexagon bolt and nut 
extractor adaptor caps, these 
specially hardened caps fit over the 
rounded off fixing and allows a 
standard 12 point socket or ring 
spanner to be used to remove the 
rounded off fastener. 12 sizes come 
in the set (8mm, 9mm, 10mm, 

11mm, 12mm, 13mm, 14mm, 

15mm, 16mm, 17mm, 18mm and 
19mm.) 

www. lasertools. co. uk 


£13.73 


o 


BLACKBIRD PEMBREY JACKET 
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LASER 
BLOW GUNS 


This new range from 
Clarke is ideal for buffing 
and polishing metal and 
composite surfaces to a bright 
lustred finish. The range consists of the CBBi 50 
(150mm diameter) and CBB2Q0 (200mm.) The 
built-in motor delivers 25QW of power and 2850rpm 
combined with bearing balanced machine shafts, so they 
should really perform! Each wheel comes with one 
stitched and one open style polishing mop. 

www.mactiinemart.co.uk 


Bored of cleaning those hard-to-reach 
nooks and crannies? Then you need 
these two. The Turbo Pulse Blow Gun 
(part number 7474) has a strong turbo 
vortex which is pulsed directly through 
the rotating head: great for seat 
upholstery and other jobs. Then there's 
the Air Knife (part number 7465} where 
compressed air is forced through tiny 
apertures that results in a tightly- 
focussed blade of air. Combined with 
the ultra-thin brush head, this 
is a powerful cleaning 
solution when access is 
tricky. Priced at 
£146.30 for the Blow 
Gun and £64,01 for 
the Air Knife. 
www.tasertools. co. uk 


SKS AIRSTEP 
FOOTPUMP 

The SKS AirStep Footpump 
makes it simple to deflate 
and re-inf late motorcycle 
tyres. The anti-slip 
aluminium foot pedal is 
designed for maximum 
possible pumping 
performance with minimum 
effort. It comes with a handy 
wall bracket for use in the 
workshop or garage too. 
www.nippynormans. com 


ULTIMATE 
DESMO MANUAL 


Perfect timing (see pages 6-7,8-9 
and 60-61) this book gives 
user-friendly diy tips and tricks for 
a wide range of Ducati's beautiful 
belt-driven cam desmodromic L-twins. with more 
than 1200 full-colour pics and many step-by-step 
guides, this book - written by ‘The Red Baron', aka 
Eduardo Cabrera - covers Ducati's finest 
machines from the 1979/80 Pantah ta the 
Testastretta-head 996/998 and 999s, and other 
Ducati models up to 2017. If you love your 
Ducatis, you'll love this book! 
www. vefoce co, uk 
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WEMOTO 
SPOKE SETS 

wemoto now stock front 
and rear spoke sets for 
classic Honda CB models 
and Kawasaki 2900 
models. The high-quality 
spoke and nipple sets 
are manufactured in 
Taiwan with zinc-plated 
steel spokes for 
increased corrosion 
resistance. Hondas 
include: CB 350 F 
(72-74), CB 350 K (68-73), 
CB 360 G5 (75), CJ 360 T 
(78), CB 400 F (75-77), CB 
450 K (68-74), CB 500 K 
(71-74), CB SOOT(75-77), 
CB 550 F (75-80), CB 550 
K (74-79), CB 750 F 
(76-77), CB 750 K (69-75). 
Kwaks include: Hi 
(73-75), KH 500 (76), 
Z650 (76-78), H2 Mach IV 
(72-75) and Z900 (73-77.) 
www. worn o to. com 


CLARKE 

BUFFING 

WHEELS 


www.dassicmechanics.ami /II 
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DAINESE AXIAL RACE BOOTS 


VHT AEROSOL PAINT 

This vht Epoxy All-weather Paint is 
just the business to sort out those 
tatty brackets, scruffy horn or 
stone-chipped chassis rails. There's 
no need to prime, just remove rust 
and grease, mask up and spray. The 
spray nozzle is clog-resistant and 
only requires minimal pressure, 
making longer jobs easier, it's an 
all-weather epoxy with good wear 
resistance and, best of all, it is a 
damn fine match for OEM Japanese 
frame paint! 

Steve Cooper 


These Dainese Axial race-style boots have 
been part of my kit for the last 13 years. 

Originally matched with a Dainese suit, these 
fit under your leathers, not over them. 

Despite the original suit having long since 
departed to the kit room in the sky, these 
boots were so comfortable i kept them for use 
under my textile kit from time to time. The boot is 
a rigid design and you get into them from the rear, 
where the main z p lies. Once your foot is in the boot, you 

push the tongue flap back in and zip them up. I’ve not crashed in them, 

but they have always felt solid and strong. The toe sliders come 
off with the aid of an Allen key and mine proudly bear the 
scars from a number of corners at Laguna Seca in 2007. 
Some friends have told me that the sliders can be worn 
away so much that they can't be replaced, which is a 
worry in a set of £300 boots. Well, back then they were 
£300, but from a quick web search I see the latest versions are now 
a good bit more expensive. Ouch! So, great boots, but you can get as good 
for less money... 

Bertie Simmonds 
www.ctainese.com 




tvarious 


Wmmam 


BADGE REPLICAS 

Need tank or side-pa net badges for 
that Japanese classic? Then best 
visit Badge Replicas down under 
The firm changed hands a few years 
ago, but the quality is the same as 
ever. Cal Merlo has a stunning range 
of almost any Japanese classic 
badge you might want, along with 
side-panel flashes. My Yamaha 


RD350 and AS3 are now totally 
sorted. Fans of Italian machinery are 
also well catered for. intemationaS 
postage is available, your order 
comes well wrapped and in strong 
cardboard boxes. 

Steve cooper 

www.badgereplicas.com.au/badges. 

htm 
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Rust buster Slosh tank sealant and frame restoration products 
are tested to be ETHANOL PROOF. We have tested with up to 
100% Bio-Ethanol with 

no degradation of the „„ 

coating El5 no problem, f 1 PC7 

You can purchase 
from our website 
or a distributor 
nearyou. 

For use on steel, 
aluminium and GRP 
tanks not plastic. 

FREE Rust prevention catalogue call now 

Tank seal kit small al l bike tanks contains cleaner & sealer.£25.14 

Tank seal kit large .........,£39.21 

Tank-Kteen concentrate 500ml. £9.54 

Epoxy repair paste for cold welding and pinhole repair..........£13.14 

Epoxy Tank Guard exterior tank primer or finish 11tr.£30.00 

Safer Rust Remover concentrate 1 hr acid free formula.£20.27 

Phos-Kleen B acid based etch, rust remover 1 Itr ............................ £12.90 

Resin remover, old sealant stripper 1 Itr . ...£16.20 

Custom 421 Epoxy Frame and tank primer 1.25 Itr.£33.54 

Primes Steel, Aluminium &GRP, Ethanol resistant rust proofing Epoxy primer. 
Prices include vat. Delivery extra, buy online or collect 
from a stockist near you. 


Rusibuster ltd 

www.rust.co.uk 

01775 761222 Sales@rust.co.uk 
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• Built to suit your rider 
weight Si riding style 

• 2 year guarantee 

• Fully re-buildable 

• Stainless 304L damper 
body 

• Billet machined mounts 
■ 18mm piston rod 

• Made In England 

£299.50 inc. Vat 


www.hagon-shocks.co.uk 

Tel: 020 8502 6222 



The Carole Nash Difference 

0 UK & European breakdown and accident recovery, 
including Homestart - worth over £100 when 
compared to other providers 

0 Up to £100,000 legal expenses cover - in the 
event of an accident which is not your fault 

0 Help deter thieves - FREE Carole Nash 0NA+ 
protection system worth £30 

© Save up to £200 on a Multi-Bike policy*! 


CALL NOW 


0800 458 2530 

carolenash.com 



CAROLE NASH 
The care it deserves 

■i Tmatpjiot □ Q j 3 E 3 







★ ir-frir * 


UK opening bourse Mon - Fri Sam - Bpm, Sat 9am - 5pm, Sun 10am - 4pm. 

As witn aJE insurances, terms and conditions apply, "t Based on an average customer saving of 
£200 Saving compared to buying two separate Car ole Nash prides m the call centre. Average 
customer - 54 year old male with 11 years NCB, rfding a Honda CBFE 90DFER. Suzuki GSF1200 
As of January 2019 Carole Nash Insurance Consultants Ltd ss authorised and regulated by the 
Financial Conduct Authority, firm reference no, 307243. Carole Nash is a trading style of Carole 
Nash Insurance Consultant Lid. registered in England and Wales no. 260084". 
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It'll all be at Stafford! 
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Dirt bikes to Stafford! 


The International Dirt Bike Show has a 
new home this year! The popular 
annual off-road event - Europe's 
largest no less - will now take place at 
Stafford County Showground over the 
weekend of September 28-29. 

The change of venue gives show 
organisers Mortons an opportunity to 
develop the show’s format and bring in 
new elements. Not only is there a 
change of venue, but the show also 
will be crammed into a fun-packed 
weekend, Events director Nigel Hole 
said: "After many successful years at 
Stoneleigh Park, we have decided to 
move the International Dirt Bike Show 
to Stafford Showground. This will allow 


us to grow and evolve while harking 
back to its grass roots in retail. We are 
delighted to be working with the team 
at Stafford, who we know very well 
already through working with them on 
our two Stafford classic bike show 
brands, and we are excited to be 
moving the Dirt Bike Show forward 
with them," 

As per usual, the show will give all 
of you dirt-bike-mad people out there 
the very best in off-road, from trials, 
motocross, green-laning and all the 
latest (and classic) dirt-bike tackle 
from the major manufacturers of today 
and yesteryear. For more go to: www. 
dirtbikeshow.co.uk 




The sunny side of the classic world, with 
the VJMC’s Steve Cooper 

T here comes a time in every shed 
dweller's life when 
compromise is simply 
not good enough. 

when I got into 

classics long, long ago I was an 
impoverished dad with three small 
kids and minimal disposable 
income. Any bike spares I hoovered 
up were stored in a series of 
industrial picking boxes my 
then-employer decided to bln. 

They were then pressed into service 
in my tiny workshop which was, indeed, 
far too diminutive to rotate a feline 
within Regularly overburdened they 
often collapsed, but did the job. Come 
house moving they temporarily 
resided in a relative's garage until 
my workshop was constructed, 
whereupon they were thrust into a comer and 
studiously ignored, until i needed something. 

And finding that something has proved 
monotonously frustrating, simply becausei cannot 
remember what's in which box. Even when i think i 
know i have the right container, something else 
catches my eye and I seem to fly off at a tangent. A 
proper sort-out is required and urgently. Ok, I have my 
Yamaha 200 pistons and rings safely stowed away, but 
why I have yli pistons in the same box as ybioo rings 
is anyone's guess. Of course, this might argue that, 
logically. I'd find the yli rings in a box with the YBIOO 
pistons but. obviously, that's not going to be 
happening. And why, please, have I even got such a 
stock of YBIOO parts anyway, given that I sold the bike 
a decade ago at least? An eBay day will hopefully 
dispose of that little lot and free up some much- 
needed funds. 

if I’ve learnt anything about shed life (and the jury is 
still out on that one by the way) it's that plastic bags 
(with lots of similar small, pointy/iumpy, things in 
them) are a poor storage medium Having found a 
deal on Amazon for some robust, multi-compartment, 
lidded storage trays, a small but significant corner has 
now been turned. All my points and condensers are 
now safely homed, the nos engine bolts no longer dig 
their way out of clip-top bags, and I can now readily 
put my hand on all the carburettor parts I'd previously 
scattered to the four winds. 

I'm surmising that everyone has their own storage 
systems and that no two people store parts the same 
way. One of my mates stores his stock by type so all 
the cables go in one long box, his con-rods in another, 
rings again in a separate container. Me? I have a top 
shelf for all the Suzuki Stinger ephemera I've collected 
and each plastic box carries a list of contents so 
hopefully nothing will go walkabout. as my workshop 
isn't huge l have to store stuff where it best fits, so 
perhaps I really ought to make some kind of map? I 
now own one of those electronic label printing 
machines and, honestly I would use it, if only I knew 
where the bloody thing was! shed life, eh? 




www.vjmc.com 1 01324 410S19 
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WIN A FANTASTIC 
1995 DUCATI 916BP 


Want to ride off with this fantastic 1995 
Ducati 916BP? Simply get a classic bike 
quote to enter*. Our classic bike insurance 
comes with up to 16 common modifications 
covered as standard, and exclusive rewards 
like VIP Classic TT tickets. So it's a Win Win. 
Rewarding customer loyalty. It's what we do 


• Optional agreed value 

• Insure classic and modern bikes on one 
multi-bike policy 

• Salvage retention options available 

• Show and events cover 

• No admin fee for additional modifications 


defaqto 


2010-2019 


GET A QUOTE TO ENTER 

VISIT bennetts.co.uk or 

CALL 0330 018 5943 


Bennetts 

Insurance for classic bikes 


Proud sponsors of 




*Competition ends on December 31st 2019. 

Full terms and conditions can be found by visiting https://www.bennetts.co.uk/motorbike-insurance/classic-bikes 
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SHERUUOOD 


THE SHERWOOD BOOT 


CMM SHOW IS GO! 


While we’re on the subject of 
shows, don’t forget to book 
ahead for this year’s CMM 
Show! 

The 26th Carole Nash 
Classic Motorcycle Mechanics 
Show will once again be held 
at the Stafford County 
Showground, over the weekend 
of October 19-20. As usual 
there will be the mouth¬ 
watering Bonhams Auction, the 
Dirt Bike Experience, a Grand 


Prix race paddock where you 
can see and hear classic race 
machines up close, and 
personal as well as many halls 
jam-packed with amazing 
bikes re-built and restored by 
amazing people just like you. 
And yes, don’t forget the 
jumble stands, bacon butties 
and all-round camaraderie that 
only classic bikes can provide. 

No news yet on this year’s 
guest of honour, but for more 


head to: staffordclassic 
bikeshows.com/october/ as well 
as to pre-order your tickets for 
the best classic motorcycle 
weekend of the year! 


TAKES ALL DAY 
COMFORT TO THE MAX. 
A RUGGED AND 
RELIABLE BOOT ON 
OR OFF THE BIKE . 


COUICTION 


7 971 920 
E infoathekeycol I ectiort.co.uk 
W www,t he key collection,co.uk 


news 


We’ve teamed up with our friends at Monza 
to offer you the chance to win a sporty Weise 
Corsa waterproof jacket woth £99.99. CE 
approved shoulder, elbow and back armour 
plus TPU shoulder reinforcement cups and 
removable quilted thermal liner. Find out 
more at www.thekeycollection.co.uk 


weise 

Corsa 




TO BE IN WITH A CHANCE OF WINNING, 

HERE’S HOW TO ENTER: 

1. Go to www.classicmechanics.com 

2. Fill in your details 

3. Press enter 

4. Sit back, relax and wait 
Competition closes: 07/08/19 
Good luck! 

There are no cash alternatives available. The winners 
will be the first three names drawn at random. Terms 
and conditions apply. To view the privacy policy of 
MMG Ltd (publisher of Classic Motorcycle 
Mechanics) please visit www.mortonsmediagroup. 
com/privacy. For more on the jacket itself, go to 
www.thekeycollection.co.uk 
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Bonhams 

AUCTIONEERS SINCE 1793 


Call Now to Consign 




1927 BROUGH SUPERIOR OVERHEAD 680 1948 NORTON 348CC MANX MODEL 40M 

£60,000 - 80,000 * £18,000 - 24,000 * 


SAXON-DUCAT! 350CC MARK III 
DESMO RACING MOTORCYCLE 

£3,000 - 5,000 ’ 



The Autumn Stafford Sale 

Important Col lectors' Motorcycles and Spares 

The Classic Motorcycle Mechanics Show, Stafford 119 & 20 October 2019 


COMPLIMENTARY AUCTION APPRAISAL 

To discuss any aspect of selling or buying collectors motorcycles at auction, please 
contact your nearest specialist, the London office or visit bonhams.com/motorcycles 
to submit a complimentary auction appraisal request. 


ENQUIRIES 

London 

+44 (0) 20 8963 281 7 
ukmotorcycles@bonhams.coai 

bon hams.com/motorcycl es 


Network of Specialists 


Lancs, Yorks, N. Midlands, 

N. Counties & Scotland 
+44 (0) 1457 872 788 
mark. garside@bon h am s. com 

Lancashire 

+44 (0) 1204 491 737 

alan. whitehead@bon hams, com 

Shropshire, Glos & Wales 
+44 (0) 1299 270 642 
Jmreynold s@bo n hams, com 


Lines & East Anglia 

+44 (0) 1507 481 890 
david. hawtin® bonhams, com 

Herts, Beds, Bucks, Oxon & S. Midlands 

+44 (0) 1494 758 838 

mart in. heckseher® bonhams.com 

Home Counties 

+44 (0) 127 629 413 

david. hancock@bon hams. com 

Hampshire & Dorset 
+44 (0) 1794 518 433 
mike, jackson ©bonhams. com 


Wiltshire. Somerset & Devon 
+44 (0) 1380 816 493 
greg. pu lien© bon ham s .com 

Devon, Cornwall & Somerset 
+44 (0) 1872 250 170 
Jonathan. v i c k e rs© bonhams. com 

Europe 

+33 142 611 011 

eu motorcy cles@bon hams. co m 

USA 

+1 323 436 5470 

Craig. m allery@bonhams. com 


" For details of the changes payable in addition to the final hammer price, please visit bonhams. ccWbuyersaude 
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FAKE NEWS! 

Be wary out there, internet shoppers - our 
sister title Motorcycle Sport and Leisure 
recently spotted a bargain Shoei helmet 
that wasn’t what it purported to be... 

MSL editor Mikko Nieminen said: “While 
browsing the internet I was amazed by 
some of the motorcycling items that I came 
across on the cheap: gloves, jackets, boots; 
anything! All branded stuff at mouth- 
wateringly low prices - not just the used 
stuff on eBay. One particular site was 
offering Arai and Shoei helmets from as low 
as £40...” 

Being a suspicious sort, Mikko could see 
that the helmet in question didn’t look legit 
- but he ordered one anyway to see what 
turned up. He explains: “The price of the 
helmet depended on its size, and the 
cheapest - the one for forty quid - was an 
XXXXS. Quadruple XS! Not a size you often 
come across, but just for a laugh I decided 
to go for it.” 

What arrived shocked him: “A couple of 
weeks later the helmet arrived from China. 

The helmet had been covered in bubble 
wrap and put in a jiffy bag with no 




cardboard box to 
protect it. Most 
of it looked 
shoddy: the chin 
guard was 
crudely made, 
the lining was 
thin and there 
was no Pinlock 
lens or even pins to secure one in place in 
the visor. Everything about the helmet 
looked cheap and very un-Shoei like. Even 
the Shoei logos were wrong: this was 
starting to look very much like a fake.” 

A trip to UK Shoei importers Feridax 
confirmed Mikko’s suspicions. Feridax’s 
Mathew Hall confirmed it was a fake and 
Shoei product specialist Martin Thorne 
showed Mikko the differences, which 
included the lack of an ECE safety label on 
the chin strap, and the EPS layer (the 
polystyrene foam) didn’t have the standard 
Shoei multi-density structure. Instead it was 
made from just one piece of standard 
polystyrene foam - nor were there any 
ventilation holes. 

The visor mechanism wasn’t anything like 
Shoei’s either. And the paint finish was rough 
too... Fa key, fa key, fake. 

Mikko got back to the website he bought 
it from - Wish.com, but while apologising 
that he wasn’t ‘completely satisfied’ with 
his purchase, they didn’t want to engage 
any further. So there you have it. 

If you’ve being offered bike kit on the 
cheap online, chances are it’s cheap for a 
reason! Buyer beware! 



REVAMPED SEALEY SITE 

Sealey Tools are a mainstay of most home 
mechanics and motorcycle restorers, and if 
you’re up with the interweb, you’ll be pleased 
to know they’ve got a thoroughly updated and 
revamped website for you to peruse. 

The new site is now all-singing and 
dancing, and is what web-heads would call 
‘easily navigable’. Check it out here: 
www.sealey.co.uk 



PRESCOTT SUCCESS 

The ninth annual Prescott Bike Festival 
took place at Prescott Hill Climb over a 
damp weekend in June, raising money as 
usual for Severn Freewheelers Blood Bikes. 

Money going to the Blood Bikes charities 
keeps them on the road, providing a FREE 
vital out-of-hours medical transportation 
service to the NHS. Since its inception, 
Prescott Bike Festival has raised over 
£200k to date! 

Despite the iffy weather, the 2019 event 
was a great success, including as it did (for 
the first time) the Kickback National 
Custom Show and UK Championships. 
Trophies were awarded in the various 
categories, including Best Modified 
Performance Sportsbike, Best Budget 
Build, Butchered Classic, Young Builder, 
Freestyle and Best in Show. 
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Two days of incredible historic 
motorcycle racing action, with 
star guests, exhibitions 
and displays. 


DoningtonPark 


Advance Tickets 

Saturday (online)* £15 

Sunday (online)* £15 

Weekend (online)* £25 

CHILDREN UNDER 13 GO FREE 



WWW. DONINGTON-PARK .CO.UK 


0843 453 9000 


’Discounted advance tickets available until midday Thursday 1 August Postage tee applies Coib rosi 7p per n*n«4e pta yo j compo^s access ctage 

























Every month we’re giving away a pair of Bridgestone tyres to the writer of the best submitted letter we 
receive. You can choose between Bridgestone’s BT-016 Pros, BT-023s or BT-45s! No cash alternative, 
before you ask! Simply get in touch by sending emails to: letters@classicmechanics.com or post your 
letters to the normal address, giving contact details just in case you are that lucky winner. 


Post to Mechanics, PO Box 99, Horncastle, Lines LN9 6LZ 
or email your pictures to editorial@classicmechanics.com 

I WIN liRIDCESTOflE TYRES 


FEEDBACK 


**Prize winner** 


Fazer set to stun! 


Just a short note to say how pleased I 
was to open the magazine and see that 
Alan Dowds was doing a series on the 
Yamaha Fazer 600. 

I have been a long-term reader of CCM 
and have an old issue from November 
2015 with an article by Bertie 
Simmonds on the FZS, and have had a 
hankering ever since. After playing 
around the border lanes, East Neuk of 
Fife, East Lothian, Midlothian, etcetera 
on my 125 for the last couple of years, I 
passed my test and started looking at 
cheap bikes with a bit more range and so 
on Gumtree came across (and bought) a 
1999 FZS with 23,500 miles on the 
clock, as my first big bike last October. 

First time out, I fell off on a 
roundabout at 15mph, near St Boswells 
(thanks to the guy in the plumber’s van 
with tools that stopped to help whilst 
bikers just drove by!) I nursed it back to 
Edinburgh, bought the Haynes manual, 


read all my CCM back 
numbers and my education 
began. Rear brake caliper 
seized, rear brake cylinder, 
rear brake disc, pads all 
round, rear brake pipes, 
tyres, filters, oil, plugs, carb 
balance, valve check, fork 
springs, a fork, oil, ignition 
barrel, stainless downpipes 
and lots more. I have learned 
a huge amount about 
motorcycles, spent as much again as the 
purchase price and loved every minute. 

It now goes beautifully around the 
country lanes (much further range) and 
is as much fun as the old 125, but goes 
like a stabbed rat when you hang on to 
the revs. 

I get loads of attention from other 
bikers asking questions and I can sound 
as if I know what I am talking about! 
Looking forward to some tips on tuning 



from Alan Dowds’ articles and probably 
lots more I haven’t a clue about. 

I hope I don’t find out that I have 
done something really dumb whilst 
renovating mine, but it’s always a 
possibility! 

Colin Hay 

Bertie says: ‘‘What a lovely story 
Colin! We see on the list you’ve got 
tyres... but please have a set of 
Bridgestone’s finest!" 


1 Where is here? 

Hi guys! Having read this 
month's June 2019 CMM page 
58 and being around when the 
original Kawasaki 750 Mach 
IV was out, I love the new look 
Mach V that Kar Lee has 
produced and hope Kawasaki 
manufacture this bike. At the 
foot of page 59 you ask, ‘Let 
us know at the usual place’. 
Where is the usual place? 

Kenny 

Bertie says: ‘'Right here, 



Wonderful Wild Child 

So Martin's living in Australia now 
is he? We were wondering where 
he'd got to. My wife was just 
talking about him the other day 
when I saw his name in the 
magazine. The last time we spoke 
he was in France or Spain, I can’t 
remember which. It’s good to see 
he’s doing alright. He was always a 
quick rider, although I did manage 
to beat him once at a race school 
back in the late 80s at Mallory 
Park on VF400s. Of course, he 
claimed he had a slower bike and 
beat me the next session, but only 
just. I don’t suppose he’s going to 
be at the CMM track day, is he? It 
would be good to see him again. I 
had to laugh a bit though when you 
said he could twirl the spanners. It 
wasn't always like that. Martin was 
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a bit of a ‘let’s try that and 
see what happens' type of 
mechanic. It would be good 
if he became a regular 
contributor. 

Steve Hill 


Bertie says: "Wildy was 
indeed in France living and 
working as a tour operator on 
bikes. We’d love him to 
continue to contribute to 
CMMr 


































UBSCRIBE TODAY 


SHARE YOUR PROJECT WITH THE WORLD! 


> Daft Aussie! 

Just read the article on page 
26 of June’s edition. I had to 
read it again to be sure I 
understood it clearly and I 
had not made a mistake, 
Seems you have printed an 
article by some kid from Aus 
that is surprised that the 
performance of a bike from 
1973 does not match 
modern standards. 

Surely we are all adult 
enough to realise that 
modern machines are bound 
to out-perform those from 
decades past (apart from 
125s), J advise the kid reads 
Cycle magazine’s test of 
1973 when the H2 out¬ 
performed a Zl, Trident, 
Commando, Honda 750, big 
Harley and Oucati 750: all 
contemporary bikes, if this is 
the way you are taking the 
magazine, maybe it’s time for 
me to save a bit of cash, 

fan Cleveley 


Jeff says: “Hi Ian, I'm 
sorry you have misunderstood 
my review of the H2. To dear 
things up, I definitely did not 
want the test to come across 
as me being disappointed that 
the bike was not up to the 
performance of a modern 750 , 
in fact, I didn't mention 
modern 750s at all. I would 
never expect it to match 
modern bikes. I did, however, 
expect it to have a different 
power curve; based on 
reputation, 

I did say it is equal to some 
modern learner-legal machines 
<think MT-07 perhaps), which 
is true. I also did say how 
much I enjoyed the bike and 
that I was grinning a lot of the 
time, i stand by giving a 
comparison, because more 
modern machines are what 
many CMM readers ride. I’m 
also not that young: I'm 44, 
born in 1975, two years after 
the bike came on sale!" 


RD bargy! 

I very much enjoyed this 
month’s write-ups about the 
RD50Q/RZV500, but there was 
a model missed, I had the 
Canadian version, which was a 
grey import here to the USA. It 
looked just like the RZV, but 
has a steel frame like the RD 
and the graphic package of the 
RZV... more importantly, it had 
the RD unrestricted motor! It 
went like a scalded cat.., that 
is until the right rear cylinder 


seized. That is when I decided 
to sell it I did repair it with 
new parts from Canada. They 
gave me the piston and rings 
as apparently, according to 
Yamaha Canada at the time, 
they were susceptible to that 
cylinder having oiling issues. I 
loved it, but never fett safe on 
it after that. 

Chris Robinson 
Bertie says: “Thanks for 
the extra info, Chris! Shame 
you sold her!" 


Boozy Aussie! 

Hi! Earlier this year I started 
buying CMM, In general it is a 
very interesting magazine with 
some good articles. However 
(there's always a however), Jeff 
Ware writes stuff that 1 have to 
take issue with. It seems to me 
that he is trying to live up to 
the fabricated image that all 
Australians are 
hard-drinking people. 
Come on Jeff, leave 
out your 
stereotypical 
Australian BS 
and write about 
the bikes! I’m not 
interested in your 
made-up fantasy 
drinking habits, 
Male Paul 


Just a quick one to 1 

say I love your mag. 

Everyone who contributes to 
it is in the same mind-set 
and produces some brilliant 
articles! At the grand old age 
of 26 you'd think I'd be into 
the shiny new stuff, but for 
one it’s too expensive and 
also where is the fun in stuff 
that you can’t tinker with? 
Going back to your article on 
the Yamaha Thundercat, I 
have one which I bought for 
£500 with a year's MoTI I've 


Matchless: 
cool! 


had it two months and done 
2000 miles on it already, and 
it runs like a dream! I also 
have a 1956 Matchless G9, 
which likes to wet itself on 
the garage floor if you don’t 
start it after a week or two. 

But it always starts and gets 
me funny looks when I turn 
up anywhere on it, as most 
people expect someone of the 
more elderly generation to be 
riding something like that. 
Anyway, keep up the good 
work. Looking forward to the 
next mag as always. 

Aaron Barker 

Bertie says: “Lovely to 
hear of such a young whipper- 
snapper is tear-arsing about 
on old nails, Aaron! More 
power to you, sir!" 


Typical Aussie: 
and we love him 
for it! 


Bertie says: “Awwww 
come on Male, he’s only 
having a laugh! We're sure he 
doesn’t drink that much , It’s 
all good fun!" 


Jeff: knows his bikes! 




SEE PAGE 42-43 FOR DETAILS 


cat and ST are 
both good IB) 
value classics! 











































We want to see yuuk pnue ^ ^ 

share what you ride and restore witl 

Email your hkes shots to bsimrr 
ome photos to the address at the frc 
t you’ve done and how you’ve done 
cihnte if voli can. Do got in 


We've teamed up with SDoclOO | 
{www.sdoclOO.co.uk) which manufactures some 
” of the best bike cleaning kit in the business! f" 
So, send in your pictures of your bikes and you I 
could win an SDoclOO cleaning kit worth £50!j 
" Remember to send your name and address f~ 


on each submission so we know f 
where to post the kit f 


Ian Cleveley's 
Kawasaki GPZ750 
Turbo 


WINNER 


Here is my ZX 750 El that I bought 
as a rough runner and restored for my 
50th birthday present to myself a few 
years ago. Sack in the day in 1983, I 
worked in a Kawasaki dealership and 
wanted to order a GPz900R, but they 
had just been launched and were on 
allocation, so I had a new Turbo. It 
was the only bike I ever ran that wore 
the front tyre at the same rate as the 
rear: that anti dive was brill! My wife 
calls it the money pit. 



John Vassallo's Yamaha 
RD350LC 


I thought I’d share shots of my 350LC, which I bought 
two years ago from a workmate, lit had been off the road 
since 1990. A friend, Dave Sims, helped with the full 
rebuild and 1 found a 
local company called 
RSK 2 Strokes who set 
it up on their dyno. 

Nice people. I hope 
your readers like it. 
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Matt Cain's Benelli 
Sei racer 

This was found in a collapsed garage in a 

very poor state. It has been completely 
restored over the last nine years to show 
condition. Research of its history 
discovered that it was originally raced by 
Joey Dunlop at the TT, then after the 
‘works' rolling chassis, was bought by John 
Green of Elbymoto who gave it a long- 
stroke 900cc motor (to lOOOcc} and raced 
in the FI series and again at the Isle of 
Man TT by Trevor Wise in 1980/81. 


Hello from South Carolina! En-route returning 
from the TT to the US, I bought my annual UK 
bike magazine allowance as US bike mags stink. 
So, reading through CMM I noted the ‘Show us 
Yours’ section and thought I would send you pics 
of my 1974 GT750L, 197S R03508 and 1976 
RD400C. I collected them over the last several 
years as they bring back my youth. I haven’t 
done much to them apart from spit and polish. 
The 750 had only 14k on it six years ago, and 
now has 19k; the 350, 5k now 8k; and the 400 
7k now 10k. All so much fun and the Kettle 
draws loads of attention with the Higgspeeds 
fitted! 


Chris Athey's 
collection 


Mick Papp's collection 


This is my collection of bikes. I 
bought the 500/4 in the US 
back in 1991 and had it 
shipped over in 1996 when 
parts where cheaper. I ran it 
for a few years, but now it 
tends to get little use due to 
other projects. The GS650E 
was picked up about three 
years ago. I always wanted a 
red-framed cafe racer so got to 
work on the conversion. There 
are also about six other bikes 
in the project! The CB250 
1968 was an eBay buy. Not 
what I was looking for and did 
not expect to win it. As you can 
see it was in a poor state, but I 
got on with the restoration 
which took just under two years 
to do. My current project is a 
Yamaha TR1, which will morph 
into a cafe racer. I have ridden 
sports bikes, done track days 
and all the usual stuff, but find 
the creative side exciting. 
Spending time in the shed 
polishing end preparing parts 
is something I find reward ing. 
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TAMTYA 


Greg Kerry says: “Yes, it’s an unremarkable CB75GK2 
pictured in about 1979 in the back streets of Bath. More 
importantly, the boy - Adam - was the first-born of my 
oldest friend, Chuzzer, who gave up his CB250, got 
married, had two more sons after Adam and became, of 
all things, a copper. I had more bikes, girlfriends, 
drunker nights, and world travel, though now I too have 
a family without a real motorcycle £my wife has a 
Chinese e-bike a shameful embarrassment of oriental 
engineering). After my 750 Honda, I graduated to a 
CB900: a terrific machine back in the 1980s. But then I 
gave up bikes due to travelling and working abroad. 

Would still be riding now, I swear, in my 60s, if I wasn't 
living in China where general driving is so bad I don’t 
feel safe, even on a pushbike. Still have memories of 
those big Hondas though, thank the Lord!" 


Glenn Lutic says: “Here’s a picture 
from 1987, when I had bought a new 
’non-current’ RZ500 for $4300 
Canadian. At the time they couldn't sell 
them: go figure! I see that I hadn’t yet 
prepared my bike for racing, as the 
Michel in Hi-Sports were not yet installed. 
Those Yokohama’s were on there: ahhhh 
these indeed were the good ol’ days!” 


The way 

we were.. 

Send us your nostalgic snaps of you back in the day 
with your steed! Either send to me at bsimmonds@ 
mortons.co.uk or via our vibrant Facebook page. Cn 


I teamed up with The Hufct* Compaq (i*» 

Si, TpuJ pteft mPUrade temn ft* 

L nstuution wed its MV*i tnutefejielesa immature^ q 

■ wur endures d ywi bikes and reuawW win It* chants to mdd^m *1 , 

1 -■ and address an eadi submission so we low where tn post the fat. M 


Andrew Moore says: ‘I’ve 
attached a photo of me on my 
GT550L in 1976. I was 19. I 
owned this bike for two years, sold 
it, then bought it back then sold it. 
It did many trips to London to see 
my then girlfriend {now wife). The 
flares were apparently fashionable 
back then, but may explain the 
wayward handling in cross-winds, 
though the ’JPS’ nose fairing can’t 
have helped! I currently own a 
GT550M, but unfortunately not the 
one I owned then.” 


TAMIYA y\ 

KIT WINNER 


> 
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INSURANCE FOR 
YOUR CLASSIC BIKE 



Bikesure Insurance Services offer specialist policies, which 
we tailor to your own riding history and personal requirements. 
Our quotes are competitive and we focus on finding you 
tailor-made insurance schemes which cut prices, not corners 


POLICY BENEFITS 
CAN INCLUDE: 

• FREE Legal Expenses 

• FREE Breakdown Cover 

• Agreed Value 

• Modifications Cover 

• Great Value Multi-Bike Rates 

• No Excess 

• Limited Mileage Discounts 
CALL NOW FOR A FREE QUOTE 

0800 032 5350 
bikesure.co.uk 


Ifi 


;-sure 

Frethinking Insurance 


AUTHORISED AND REGULATED BY THE 
financial CONDUCT authority 



LASER 

TECHNICAL PRODUCTS WITH TECHNICAL SUPPORT 


Laser Tools offers the industry’s most comprehensive range of motorcycle workshop toots and equipment, covering all 
aspects of motorcycle servicing and repairs, from chain , dutch and engine tools, to steering, suspension and brakes. 

,\ . « ' ■* 


Need help? 

call our technical helpline on 


01926 818181 

technical@lasertools.co.uk 

www.lasertools.co.uk 

Contact your local 
Laser Tools stockist 


T*) Tn£*s s a Th0i CqrT^clKin IM fcand 
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WORDS: BRUCE WILSON PICS: GARY D CHAPMAN 


We welcome back Bruce Wilson - now Editor of Fast 
Bikes - to CMM as he rides two 1990s legends. 
Will he love them or loathe them? 


, ikes from the Brit Pop decade of 

the 1990s are often the cheapest 
mdr and offer the best bang for buck in 
the broad spectrum of CMM-approved 
classics. 

Because, while the 24-carat gilt-edged 
classics from the 1960s and 1970s are 


Think Honda CBR90QRR Fire Blades, 
Yamaha YZF-R1, think - in fact - of any of 
the popular bikes from the 1990s. Yes, 
most were sports bikes as that’s what we 
rode back then, but the choice and 
strength in depth is mouth-watering. Our 
friends Bruce Wilson and Mike Booth at 



often rare or beyond the pockets now of 
most of us and the machines from the 
1980s are even heading for si I ly-money’s- 
ville (RD350LC anyone?), the more we 
look at the cream of the 1990s the more 
we see what bargains we can enjoy today 
while making a few quid tomorrow. 


our sister title Fast Bikes recently rode two 
classic machines from the 1990s. Best of 
alt, these amazing bikes can still be found 
for peanuts. O 











SPECIFICATION 
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ENGINE 


998cc, liquid-cooled, 8v, 
v-twin 


BORE X STROKE 


97mm x 67.5mm 


COMPRESSION 


11.4:1 


FUELLING 


Electronic Fuel Injection 


TESTED POWER 


120bhp @ 10,000rpm 


TESTED TORQUE 


99Nm @ 8600rpm 


CHASSIS 


Aluminium twin spar 



L Aprilia RSV-R Mille 

Just look at that frame: beefy, sculpted and 
unpainted and the curved swingarm. On the RSV, 
there is so much to look at, including the chicken- 
mesh venting on the seat’s side-panels that 
somehow manages to compliment the look. And the 
shiny bits, including Brembo anchors, OZ forged 
wheels and Ohlins suspension and steering damper, 
not to mention some carbon goodies. This is a 
visual feast! 

The big question was: can the Mille ride as good 
as it looks? We hope so because performance is at 
the heart of the package, revolving around a stonking 
V-twin motor that was exclusively designed and built 
for it by Rotax. At the time of its launch in 1998 it 
was considered something of a masterpiece, sporting 
first-generation fuel injection and a kind of primitive 
slipper clutch that worked off of a vacuum when the 
throttle was closed. 


Compared to the Ducati 90-degree V (or L) twin, 
this was a compact 60-degree unit with balancer 
shafts. I fire this particular example’s twin-thumper 
into life. Being just 17,000 miles young, it ticked 
over effortlessly and the sound from the after-market 
can was sweet. Hitting the road on the Mille, above 
5000rpm the thing really came to life, pulling well 
until 9-10k. The fuelling felt spot on and the 
delivery really linear. I even found myself a fan of 
the gearbox, which was unaided by modern gizmos 
that we Fast Bikes riders are used to, such as 
throttle blippers and shifters. The more I rode it, the 
more I liked the motor. It had a great soundtrack to 
it and a character of its own according to your revs; 
it could be suave and sensible down low. or mad and 
scrappy up top. I like! 


F SUSPENSION 


43mm Showa inverted forks, 
fully-adjustable 


R SUSPENSION 


Sachs monoshock, 
fully-adjustable 


FRONT BRAKES 


Brembo four-piston calipers, 
320mm discs 


REAR BRAKE 


Two-piston caliper, 220mm 

disc 


WHEELBASE 


1415mm 

825mm 

MWJdM 
189ltg 

1 

20 litres 


DRY WEIGHT 


FUEL CAPACITY 




The sound from the Mille is sweet 
Hitting the road above 5000rpm 
the V-twin really comes to life. 
Meanwhile the handling is firm: 
this Aprilia is well planted!” 
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The same level of admiration goes out to the 
chassis, which absolutely rocked. If you’ve never sat 
on a Mille before you’ll probably be surprised at how 
tall they are (so tall some swop-out the side-stand 
with a Honda one so it doesn’t topple when 
stationary.) When you get on the move the height of 
the bike seems that bit less significant... until you 
get into a corner. It feels like you have to lean 
forever to get your knee down! However, the Mille is 
a very firm and planted machine, but with a racy 
edge to it. Suspension-wise, you’ve got fully 
adjustable Ohlins (which can feel a little old by now, 
so check) but the bike is pretty agile too, especially 
at speed, and it doesn’t take a can of spinach to get 
the bruiser hustling from one side to the other. 

The back torque of the motor actually makes life 
easier, meaning you can reduce or build the throttle 
to encourage a tighter entry or wider exit. For a bike 
this firm, it isn’t bad over bumpy roads either. The 
ergonomics feel relaxed and, better still, the wide 
bars are vibration-free and the pegs and seat 
padding made life comfy for me. For those wanting 
to make this bike even more comfy, you’ll be pleased 
to know that the stock pegs’ brake and gear selectors 
come with a simple cam system that allows you to 
revolve the lobe part closer or further from the peg. 
Now for those Brembo brakes: they turn out to be 
corkers, with a strong and consistent bite. 

Overall, riding the Mille opened my eyes to the 
days before people like me had all the rider aids. 
Things used to be a lot more playful back then, back 
when Bertie was a few stone lighter. Perhaps that’s 
why bikes could be less powerful? Less powerful, yes, 
but more fun all the same. Sometimes there’s a real 
pleasure that comes with feeling the boss of a bike 
rather than the other way around. To throw in that old 
adage, sometimes less can mean more, or at least 
that’s the case with the RSV Mille. What a corker. 




Kawasaki ZX-7R 

So, the Mille has what it takes, but does the ZX-7R, 
23 years on? When it comes to looks, people may 
say they aren’t everything, but with the ZX-7R they 
count for a lot: especially in mean green... 

The ZX-7R took the proven abilities of the 
ZXR750, but added a revised motor (shorter stroke, 
bigger bore), a braced and bulkier frame and those 
six-pot Tokico calipers that would make one assume 
they could stop a train. 

Looking back now, age has not wearied people’s 
love for this bargain bruiser. Its biggest draw is its 
unmistakeable identity that harks back to a time 
when sportsbikes ruled the world and going fast was 
what everyone did. When I first saw one aged around 
17 (my mate had one) it epitomised everything a 
sportsbike should be. I was smitten with the thing 
and often found myself pillion on its roomy top 
perch as we blatted around the countryside. 

Suddenly, many years on I’ve got the chance to 
experience what everyone was on about first hand. 

Getting on the bike itself, well, I’ve known sofas 
less roomy than the Kawasaki’s saddle, and don’t 
even get me started on the shed-sized front fairing 
and screen. I was also surprised at how low the 
thing felt, forcing my knees to bend with my feet 
firmly on the floor. And then there are the clocks: 
two, unashamedly analogue dials, sat in front of a 
chunky, simple top yoke. Old school (for me) 
indeed. Let’s get going. 

It sounds daft, but modern bikes smell too clean 
for my liking, which isn’t the case with this vintage 
Ninja. It smells good, it sounds good, but it revs 
rougher than a badger’s botty until it clears its throat 
by a few thousand rpm. This was to remain a theme 
of this 7R long after the motor was warm, and this 
bike only had 20,000 miles on the clock. 

Low-down then, this Kawasaki feels as flat as a 
pancake and about as interesting too - but then the 
thing comes to life with a bit of poke and an O 


SPECIFICATION 



Kawasaki 

ZX-Z/? 


(1996-2003) 


ENGINE 


748cc, liquid-cooled, 16v, 
inline four 


BORE X STROKE 


73mm x 44.7mm 


COMPRESSION 


11.5:1 


FUELLING 


4 x 38mm CV Keihin 


TESTED POWER 


108.5bhp @ 11,300rpm 
71 Nm @ 8900rpm 


CHASSIS 


Alloy twin-spar beam 


F SUSPENSION 


43mm inverted forks, 
fully-adjustable 

Monoshock, fully-adjustable 


FRONT BRAKES 


Six-piston Tokico calipers, 
320mm discs 


REAR BRAKE 


One-piston caliper, 230mm 
disc 


WHEELBASE 


1420mm 


SEAT HEIGHT 


790mm 


DRY WEIGHT 


200kg 


FUEL CAPACITY 


18 litres 


wvm.classicmechanics.com / 29 
























CLASSIC RIDES 




30 classic motorcycle 


Beit's Blather: 
CMM editor's view 


Nice to hear a young (if fast) Bruce talk of both 
these machines. 

I was lucky enough to be on the launch of 
the RSV-R at Valencia back in 1999 and it was 
amazing what you got for your £10,775 over 
the standard (£9499) bike. It was (and is) a 
bargain. I had a 2002 (face-lifted) R, which a 
mechanically unsympathetic colleague blew 
up on track. Gutted! Fast forward to 2014 and I 
bought a standard 1999 model for just £1300.1 
rode it for a year then sold it for a profit. I 
would love another... 

l rode many a zx-7Rs back in the day and 
would agree with what Baby Bruce says: the 
things he mentions make the 7R a fantastic 
road bike, it's stable, low, fast enough, has 
enough weight to make the thing planted and 
not flighty like the GSX-R750 srad. it also 
meant that - when I had one for a track bike 
from 2001 - you had to really make some 
changes to make it as suitable for track work 
as an SRAD. As to Bruce's comments on the 
six-pot Tokicos, well, we've covered that in a 
previous article: the things need careful 
stripping, cleaning and putting back together 
to make them work well again. Both of these 
bikes are amazing machines, but how much 
does it take to get one into your garage? 

Understandably, prices have stiffened since 
my Mille purchase, but you can still find them 
for around £2000, rising to £2500 for an R 
£4000 is the most we've seen for a Mk.l 
Decent servicing helps the Mille - Aprilia 
Performance and our mate Griff Woolley are 
your friends here. Issues can include oil 
sensors letting go, sprag clutch issues and 
damage to the delightful, if 
perhaps delicate frame and 
swingarm: do HPI check any Mille in 
case it's been a write-off due to 
frame issues! And check that it's an 
'R' and not a standard bike with 
parts from a breaker. You don't pay 
much of a premium for the R, but 
still. Oh, and those ohlins fork seals 
can let go, too! 

Kawasaki's evergreen ZX-7R comes 
in at a lower price, thanks to not 
being exotica and being that much more 
plentiful (1996-2003.) 

Just £500 used to get you a workable 7R, but 
no longer - prices have moved up a tad, but 
you can get a rough-as-feck one for just under 
a grand, but for a nice one you're looking at 
£1500. This rises to £3500 or thereabouts for a 
real low-miler - we're talking 10k or less on 
the clocks, issues include the 
much-mentioned Tokico calipers P 
(we would suggest you send them f 
to www.powerhouse.uk), carb 
icing and radiator leaks. I - 

l have just got back my old I f 
track-day ZX-7R, later used by 
Fast Bikes in a low-budget race I 
series, so watch this space! I c 1 


• ... 

asm 






accelerated soundtrack deceiving of 
its actual rate of knots. The thing 
screams its nuts off, aided by a 
raucous induction noise that howled 
an intensifying tone as the revs 
increase. If you spend your time at 
three-figure speeds and want to get to 
them in a hurry, you won’t be 
disappointed by the Kwak. 

Thinking about it, the green bike 
wasn’t even a bullet back in its day. 
Sure enough, it did ok in the racing 
scene, but only once you’d thrown the 
kitchen sink at its motor, and 
countless thousands of pounds to go 
with it. In stock form llObhp 
would’ve meant a pretty exceptional 
example and when you dilute that 
figure by its 220kg-plus kerb weight, 
it doesn't take a genius to work out 
why it’s steady, even by today’s 
standards. 

But there is a tangible reward that 
comes from riding this bike well. The 
more I ride it, the more I grasp its 
engine's intimacies and learn how to 
make the most of its 23-year-old 
architecture, not so the six-pot Tokico 
calipers. Going fast is nice, being able 
to stop fast is essential... and this 
isn't this 7R’s strongpoint. To stop the 
beefy bike took far too much thinking, 
squeezing and heart-in-mouth 
moments for my liking. 

But, conversely, I'd heard how 
brilliant the front end was meant to be 
on these, and it turned out people 
hadn’t being telling porkies. This isn’t 


a particularly fast turning, agile bike, 
but the front wheel feels well and truly 
glued to the ground in, through and 
out of bends - even in 2019! 

i think I actually enjoyed this bike 
so much because it was a doddle to 
beast around. I feel it gave me 
something of an education, and a 
comfy one at that. Its relaxed riding 
position meant it never got tiring, and 
that huge screen did a top job of 
keeping the elements from hitting me. 
Hell, even the mirrors proved pretty 
decent, which is more than most 
modern bikes can claim. Overall. I 
really learned to like it: just not as 
much as the Aprilia... 











“The Kawasaki has that 
legendary planted front- 
end feel. But while both 
bikes are special, I was 
smitten with the Aprilia, 
thanks to its racy feel!” 


Fast Bikes is the sister 
title to CMM and this 
magazine looks at all 
that's wild and wacky 
in the world of fast 
motorcycles - be they 
fully faired or naked. 
This mag has some 
real history: it started 
out life in 1991 as the 
magazine that 'really' 
tests the fastest 
things on two wheels. 

It still sticks to this 
ethos and is still going 
strong. With a range of 
road tests, technical 
features and track 
tests, it occasionally 
delves into the world 
of 'older' motorcycles, 
so is well worth a look 
for the dedicated 
CMM reader if you 
recall the Nineties and 
the Noughties as a 
good time to ride a 
bike. For more: www. 
fastbikesmag.com 


Conclusion 

Here you have two bargain bikes that offer thrills 
aplenty, but they’re both also increasing with value 
day by day. 

As to which one you should go for or what 
represents the better appreciating asset, well, that's 
up to you. Both have charm by the bucket load. 
Personally, I was smitten with the Aprilia because of 
its racy disposition. Gangly, firm and packing a 
kick-ass V-twin motor, it really got my juices flowing. 
It looked great too, and being a piece of Italian 
exotica, there was nothing not to like. Unless 
you're a little vertically challenged, that is. 

The opposite was true when it came to 
climbing on the ZX-7R. It is hard to 
remember the last time I sat on a sportsbike 
so low, or one so keen to awaken the 
neighbourhood with its high-revving, loud-screaming 
in-line four motor. 

It felt that bit more dated than the Aprilia and its 
motor was a good tad more lethargic too, despite the 
sound. Other things apart from what I've already 


mentioned rankled - such as the raised lip of the 
right-hand air intake which would crush my hand 
against the clip-ons when performing tight turns at 
full lock. I won t talk about the shoddy brakes any 
longer... It still looks iconic, though - especially 
in green. 

Both of these bikes are pretty damn special 
motorcycles and plentiful in supply. The most 
important piece of advice is to choose whichever 
one suits you and pick the best you can: everyone's 
a winner! cmm 



What is Fast Bikes? 





































Scoop gets to ride a rather rare 60s twin: Suzuki’s T305 


WORDS: STEVE COOPER PICS: GARY D CHAPMAN 


S uzuki’s relationship with two-stroke twins is a 
long one, beginning circa 1956 with machines 
such as the Colleda TT and culminating with 
the sporty RGV250s of the 80s and 90s. 

In amongst that sub-division of decades, the 
company produced a raft of stroker twins the equal of 
and sometimes better than those of their rivals. This 
month’s Classic Ride features a bike from Suzuki’s 
back catalogue that rarely gets little, if any exposure. 


The T305, aka The Raider, is often glossed over 
simply because it apparently falls between two 
chairs, or is that three? It’s neither a 250 nor a 350, 
nor is it even a ‘faux 350’ like the later 315cc T350 
Rebel. With just a nominal 65cc of additional 
capacity over the T20/Super Six/X-6 upon which it’s 
based, you might quite reasonably ask why Suzuki 
bothered with such an odd engine capacity. And yet 
if you look at the early to mid-1960s Japanese 0 
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motorcycle history you’ll see a consistent theme 
within the post 250cc category. Both Honda’s CB77 
and Yamaha’s YM-1 were 305cc and Kawasaki’s A7 
Samurai was 338cc. It’s almost as if the bikes were 
afterthoughts beyond the original 250s on which 
they were based. Now grasp that the T305, CB77, 
YM-1 and A7 were all aimed at the export markets 
and ask yourself this... did the Japanese factories 
truly not initially see that both America and 
European markets had always had a strong 350 
market sector? It was either a strangely worrying 
oversight on behalf of the product planners back 
then or arguably the major players simply didn’t 
have the resource or capacity to make 350s. 
Whatever the reason, perhaps we should be thankful 
that this blip in Oriental logic happened or we’d not 
be standing in the New Forest admiring Chris 
Brealey’s somewhat immaculate T305. 

Whether you’re a fan of the gothic S-brand or not, 
there is really no arguing that what’s before us is a 
piece of two-wheeled art - pure and simple. In 
essence it is, stylistically, somewhere between a 
later T20 and an early T500, with a touch of T200 
Invader thrown in for good measure. It certainly 
takes its tailoring cues from the bigger twin with 
those rather special painted clock covers that match 
the tank, panels and headlight. That it’s a machine 
of the latter part of the 1960s is without doubt, and 
yet it’s substantially less clumpy than a Yamaha 
YM-1 and, arguably (on cosmetics at least), gives an 


Two-wheeled art, 
sayeth Scoop! 


Just so 60s... just so 
Suzuki! 


early Kawasaki Avenger a run for its money. 

Look a little harder and you can see how the T305 
differs from the 250 from which it’s derived. First up 
the lower fork legs are chromed, not painted, as per 
the T20, and then there’s that tank. It still runs a pair 
of separate chrome panels and the rubber knee pads 
that define its age, but peer a little closer and the 
tank’s lower portions are painted silver in a rather 
successful bid to visually reduce the apparent size. 
Practical touches abound with rubber gaiters on the 
fork legs, chrome shrouds enclosing the rear shocks 
and a decent pair of mudguards designed to keep the 
worst of the road dirt off the rider; the rear in particular 
is deeply valanced. And yes, because it’s a Suzuki of a 
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certain age it came complete with the obligatory tyre 
pump on the right-hand seat brace tube. 

T305s are rare creatures, only appearing in the 
firm’s sales catalogues for just two model years 
(68-69) before being superseded by the T350, 
which was actually only ever a 315cc overbore. You 
could be forgiven for wondering why Suzuki didn’t 
just go for the largest capacity possible from the 
outset, but the company’s strategic scheduling 
from 1968-72 does come over as somewhat 
haphazard on occasion. And to confirm just how 
potentially perverse product planning was at the 
Hamamatsu headquarters, check out the blind 
plugs in the tubular mounts on the seat brace 
tubes. These are the rear exhaust mounts for the 
even rarer TC305 street scrambler sold only in the 
USA as the Laredo; apparently the sales brochure 
shows a rider genuinely giving the bike the beans 
of some dusty trail - either brave, well paid or 
foolish then! Anecdotal evidence would suggest 
that the high pipe Laredos outsold the low pipe 

Raiders by a fair degree, making Chris’ bike 
a supremely rare example today. 

Elsewhere the bike continues to 
impress with aesthetic touches 
that are period Suzuki-style 
icons. At first glance the 
headlight looks like it utilises 
a conventional round lens 
until you look closer Q 


Cables and simple 
clocks: all you need. 
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and, yes, it’s another of Suzuki’s curious D-shaped 
units; the rear light follows a similar theme. Up on 
the top yoke are a pair of simple yet elegant gauges 
that even now are a true exemplar of how to make 
clear analogue instruments. The ‘F’ flasher idiot light 
in the tacho is superfluous on the T305 simply 
because indicators would have been an optional 
extra; their mounts are disguised by the two chrome 
bolts on the sides of the alloy upper yoke. Switch 
gear on the Raider is minimal yet functional. The 
ignition switch, mounted on the left-hand steering 
head gusseting, turns on the lights via its second 
position, with high/low beam being controlled by the 
furthest most switch on the left-hand bar. I can’t 
help but think that Suzuki got the ergonomics wrong 
here, asking the rider to reach over the redundant 
indicator switch, which annoyingly worked up and 
down rather than left and right. The horn button is 
also on same bar, energising a somewhat grandiose 


The owner's tale: Chris Brealey 

"The T305 was a purchase made a long time ago and it spent some years 
stored at home before I did anything with it. Quite a few parts were 
missing and these took a fair while to obtain. However, I was lucky to find 
a guy in the States who had the correct rubber tank knee pads and a seat! 
l had to find a good rear guard as the original had split around the rear 
light mount right down to the rolled edge at the bottom end. Eventually 
the bike was all stripped, but l found the crank was knackered due to 
water in the cases so that also had to be replaced. The exhausts were 
rough so l split them, removed dents and had everything re-chromed. The 
clocks, oh the clocks! They'd been destroyed by a twat with a hammer so 
l managed to find another set, combined the two and ended up with a 
reasonable set. This is one of the few bikes that ran spot-on from its first 
start up and needed no fettling at all... how lucky was that!" 


Nikko unit that faces outwards on the opposite side 
to the ignition switch. The right-hand control holds 
just the brake lever and throttle; there’s no provision 
here for any auxiliary functions. 

Firing up the Raider is simple (other than having 
the kick-start on the left if you’re not used to such a 
set up) and, truth be told, it’s all remarkably similar 
in nature to the last of the GT250s that would be on 
sale a decade later. First gear goes in with a gentle 
clunk then we’re off and getting in the groove for 
Gary the Lens to shoot some riding pictures. My first 
impressions are of just how comfortable the riding 
position is. Unlike the usual USA market bars that 
enforce a cramped ‘sit-up-and-beg’ stance the 
Raider’s handlebars are wide yet surprisingly, even if 
they look raised, they don’t feel it. My arms are 
angled downwards, which means I automatically feel 
relaxed. The seat is relatively thin, but not 
unpleasantly so and long enough for two adults. The 



Chris: knows his 
onions. Oh, and his 
bikes... 
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SPECIFICATION 


ENGINE TYPE 


305cc air-cooled, two-stroke twin 


BORE AND STROKE 


60,0 x 54,0mm 


CLAIMED HORSEPOWER 


37b hp @ 7500rpm 
N/A 


TRANSMISSION TYPE 


6-speed 


COMPRESSION RATIO 


6,7:1 


CARBURETION 


2 x Mikuni VM32 


TYRES 


3,00 x 18 {F) 3.25 x 18 (R) 


FUEL CAPACITY 


3,2 gallons (14.40 litres) 


BRAKES 


TLS drum (F) SLS drum (R> 


DRY WEIGHT 


144kg (3171b) 


foot pegs mirror those of the GT250 I rode last year 
and are mounted above the silencers, which in turn 
put my knees higher than I’m used to, but in this 
instance not unpleasantly so. I’m still able to use 
the rubber knee pads for grip without making a 
conscious effort. 

With just an extra 20% or so of increased capacity 
over the donor T20 you’d not expect the motor to 
overwhelm the chassis, and it doesn’t. The ride is 
slick and light, agile and poised. Compared to a 
contemporary such as Yamaha’s 305cc YM-1, the 
Raider’s handling feels substantially more relaxed 
and altogether easier to get along with. Arguably the 
Suzuki’s road manners are probably less sportingly 
focused than the Yamaha’s, or Kawasaki’s A7 for 
that matter, but I don’t feel this is an issue. 

Looking at what the Raider was up against back in 
the day I’d hazard a guess that Suzuki pitched it 
against the likes of Honda’s ageing CB77, whilst 
giving it more of a sprightly edge. It’d certainly give 
the subsequent Honda CB350K a run for its money 
through the twisties. All of the bike’s controls are 
light and easy to use, including the gearbox which is, 
as usual, Suzuki peerless quality. The brakes are firm, 
positive and effective, even though the bike is still 
being run in after a total and comprehensive 
restoration. The front in particular is effective offering 
lots of feel at the lever. Knowing Chris Brealey’s bikes 
of old he almost always used OEM parts. I think I’m 
safe in saying those NOS grey cables are yanking on 



NOS shoes, which only goes to show just what a 
quality bike this would have been back in 1968. 

So much for handling and retardation... what 
about that mildly enlarged motor you ask? Well I can 
happily report that it punches well above its weight, 
even though it’s still not fully loosened up. As might 
be hoped it’s quiet and smooth, but what impresses 
me most is its flexibility: think T500 levels of 
suppleness and flexibility and you won’t be far off. 

Below 4000rpm the motor is remarkably 
compliant, almost soft and easy going, but pass that 
number and the Raider becomes a very torquey twin 
that’s ultimately not overly fussed if you’re in one 
gear too high. Obviously, as the motor is box fresh 
I’m not able to whack open the taps hard, but it’s 
readily apparent that there’s a lot of get-go to be had 
once the miles accumulate. Flexible, fast and fun 
pretty much sums up the power unit, and once again 
confirms in my mind just how skilled Suzuki's 
engineers were with two-strokes. Their engines of 


It's been around, seen 
better days and been 
refurbished: but 
enough about Steve. 
The Suzuki rocks! 


Switchgear is very 
simple... 






























V 1 CLASSIC RIDE 


Selling the Raider 


> Yamaha's quasi-racers or the raw power of 
Kawasaki’s disc-valved motors yet, for day-to-day 
use, I'd argue they were the easiest to get along 
with. The flow dynamics of the various ports within 
the Raider’s cases makes for one of the most 
rounded stroker twins I have ever ridden. There's 
every indication that once the motor has bedded in 
properly it's going to be a real flyer. 

Everyone has their own interpretation as to what 
makes the ultimate classic and for some a stroker 
twin is never going to tick those boxes; for others 
anything less than 750ec is realistically a toy. Four 
cylinders, multiple cams, disc brakes, water-cooling, 
powervalves, five-valve heads and oh such more is 
now on offer to the fan of the modern classic, but 
bear with me here please. Here, in the Suzuki T305 
raider, is a simple, piston-ported, two-stroke twin 
with basic drum brakes and, arguably, old-world 
looks. And yet it stops, handles and goes far better 
than its basic specification might ever imply. For me 
at least this is one singularly impressive motorcycle 
and, during my a 11 -too brief ride, it had me enjoying 
every single moment. Sometimes you just need a 
reality check whicht proves that cubic centimetres 
aren't always the final arbiter, cmm 


There's something 
I about 60s bikes that 
is so appealing... a 
simplicity, perhaps? 


Depending on where you look and who you listen to, the T305 Raider 
was possibly only a one-year model appearing in the American 
dealerships for the 1968 model year. However, there's sufficient data to 
demonstrate that the bike was still being actively sold in 1969 when the 
3l5cc T305 was launched. 

By anyone's standards it was a rare bird and only gets a cursory 
mention in Brian Long's seminal 'Suzuki Motorcycles 1955-1978, The 
Classic Two Stroke Era'. The US Suzuki Corporation made grand claims 
for the bike, claiming a standing quarter-mile of 14 seconds and top 
speed of 105-110 mph; they also implied the bike would out accelerate 
most, if not all, 650 and 750 machines. Probably more spin was the fact 
of the supposed benefits of the vol-U-Matic induction system, which 
was said to deliver '...incredibly better torque at all speeds’. Was it, in 
reality, any different to the inlet set of the T20? Who knows? 

American buyers must have been filled with confidence to hear the 
bike came with a 12-month/l2,000-mile warranty, in strict contrast to 
the paltry six-month/6000 miles we Brits were generally foisted off 
with! with a basic cost of just S609 back in 1968, the T305 Raider was 
something of a bargain and you can't help but wonder if It would have 
done welt in the UK market? In just two short years the bike was 
yesterday's news and pretty much forgotten, yet it remains a hugely 
impressive bike and easily the equal to its peers. 


























Ex cellent whee l§ 

Motorcycle Wheel Building Course 

Learn to build your own wheels or start 
your own wheel building business 


Register for free and get access to sample videos 
and downloads and the digital version of 
"HowTo Start Your Own Wheel Building Business" 
and learn more about the Excellent Wheels 
Motorcycle Wheel Building Course by visiting 

my website. 




www.excellentwheels.com 


Phone 01323 848667 (Mon to Sat) 
for more information 
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Two unique 0W16 
PEREGRINE Replica machines for sale 



Road registered 
(19 plate) 
development 
machine 

• Cantelever 

• CH3 Dymags 

• Brembos 

• Circa £15k 



Dry-build. 

Needs 

finishing. 

• Twin-shock 

• Wire wheels 

• Maxton forks 

• Circa £10k 


Fantastic opportunity for the two-stroke enthusiast. 
Masses more information on our website. 

Call Hugh on 07712 884746 for more info 


www. peregr i n emotorcyd es.co.uk 



‘racing 


Design and manufacture 
of racing transmissions 


ratio 
lose ratio 
racing 


For all products please visit 
or call Mick on 
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FRIDAY JULY 19 


Castle Combe - CMM 
Trackday and Show 


SATURDAY JULY 20 


Castle Combe -VJMC 
Trackday and Show 


THURSDAY AUGUST 22 


Donington Park (unsilenced) 


SATURDAY/SUNDAY 14/15 


Cadwell Park - PS track 
weekend 


2019 CLASSIC 
BIKE TRACK DAY 
EVENTS 


If you like old Jap bikes having 
a top time on hallowed Tarmac, 
then head to Wiltshire in July 

I f you love old Jap bikes, pop along to Castle 
Combe over the weekend(ish) of Friday, July 19 
and Saturday, July 20. 

Our friends at Classic Bike Track Days are putting 
on two days of fun at the Wiltshire track for anyone 
who loves old Japanese bikes, so why not make a 
weekend of it as camping is free! 

Castle Combe offers a unique challenge, if you 
want to head out on to its hallowed Tarmac. Quick 
and bumpy, this 1.85-mile circuit is often used by 
TT riders to replicate the conditions found on the 
Isle of Man. Blast down the ultra-fast Folly, head 
over Avon Rise and plunge into Quarry Corner... 
since the 1950s the top names in bike sport have 
been riding this awesome circuit. 

Friday is the CMM day while Saturday is the 
VJMC’s event. Both days offer six track sessions 
between 9am-5pm for all riders, and a classic-bike- 
friendly noise limit of 105dBA static. Groups will be 
allocated by rider ability or size of bike. Professional 
tuition will be available to everyone, and each day 
will offer full tyre support from Continental tyres and 
an on-site mechanic, courtesy of Griff Woolley from 
Aprilia Performance. 

With our own Andy Bolas in attendance with the 
VJMC, it’s going to be a hoot! AND we will be 
offering prizes for the best bikes. The year limit on 
bikes is now up to 2000, so head to: www. 
classicbiketrackdays.com to book! cmm 
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CHARTERHOUSE 

Auctioneers & Valuers 



I 956 Vincent Black Prince Series D £60,000-£70,000 Huge collection of Automobilia estimates £50 to £ 7 ,000 


Classic & Vintage Motorbike Auction Saturday 10th August 

including the important Douglas Jackson archive of motorcycle ephemera 
at the Haynes International Museum, Somerset BA22 7LH 

Automobilia, Petroliana and Man-Cave Decor Thursday 18th July 

at our Sherborne Salerooms 
Further Entries Invited - Nationwide Co//ecf/on Service 

The Long Street Salerooms, Sherborne, Dorset DT9 3BS 


01935 812277 www.charterhouse-auction.com 


HGM FARADAY TO MODERN D 4* 







In house winding facilities 
3 year warranties on fully reconditioned units 

Fast Turnaround 


> 


REWINDS & REPAIRS 

MAGNETOS DYNAMOS ARMATURES 

Cars, Motorbikes, Tractors, Stationary Engines 

From Concourse finish 


to Oily Rag 


Not just E3L’s M01 & K2F’s 

Lucas, CAV, Bosch, ML, BTH, SIMMS, Delco, BIC Scintilla 

Watford, Wico, Rotax, Marelli, Fairbanks Morse 
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Armoto Ltd 

Unit 26, Markham Lane Commerce Park, Chesterfield, Derbs S44 5HS 

armoto.co.uk 


Tel: 01246 826667 

email: sales@armoto.co.uk 
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ALL THAT'S BEST IN MODERN CLASSIC MOTORCYCLING 




FROM JUST 


“When you subscribe to CMM, 
you’re making a huge saving over 
buying each issue in the shops, 
and ensuring that you get your 
issue BEFORE it hits the shelves. 
This means that you’ll get all 
the very best in modern classic 
motorcycling, such as road tests, 
workshop articles and buying 
advice, delivered directly to your 
door, AND it means you can access 
CMM EXTRA, which gives you 
14 years’ worth of back issues, 
accessible on your computer or 
tablet!” 


Bertie Simmonds 

Editor 






CALL 01507 529529 ONLINE 

LINES OPEN: 8.30am-6pm (Mon-Fri) 8.30am-12.30pm (Sat) Quote ref: CMMDPS 








FIVE GREAT OPTIONS 
TO CHOOSE FROM... 





iffcmwc 


*Ss£E 4 '• 

r&\. •; ‘i*. ■: /i. 


•SfAMAHA RD200 / AIR-COOLED 

pm Buyers gnitfe /SUZUKIS^. 


PRINT ONLY 


12 issues for £43 

Credit/debit card » 

24 issues for £80 

Credit/debit card » 

DIGITAL ONLY 

6 issues for £15.99 

Credit/debit card » 

12 issues for £28.99 

Credit/debit card» 


www.classicmagazines.co.uk/cmmdps 

TERMS & CONDITIONS: Rates are based on UK orders only - for overseas please visit www.classicmagazines.co.uk/cmm-overseas. Subscriptions will start with the next available issue. Offer closes 30/08/19. 
Direct debit payments will continue at the price you paid, on this offer, every 6 months thereafter unless you tell us otherwise. Full terms and conditions can be found at www.classicmagazines.co.uk/terms. 
Quoted savings are based on a 12 issue digital subscription when compared to the cost of 12 full price printed issues 
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■•^Welcome to our NEW updated section for the best of the 
classic events across the UK and the globe. Send your 

events/info/flyers to: bsimmonds@mortons.co.uk 


__ , V \ 


- 


I 




This event takes place on Augns vintage 

showcases a wide range ^ class can^ ^ 
motorbikes. The P °P 30 motorcycle 

main A 303 )will' ^dTthis reiaxed famlly- 
rndW 0 a"frprovidJ an 

looking fo^an^w part foryourWke^^ 

want a memento 0, you ^ y “g vjHage offering 
| weicome,' i°ut they must be kept on leads at all 

^"^word^of^amm^Pi^hmn advises that they 

need before you * . n£ j as much as the 
llw^gURLs^s^OlS, it is the correct one for 
THIS year's event: 

.www.popham-airf, eld.co.uk/20l8-motorcycle- 

megameet-event 


SEE YOU THERE! 

August 2019 

02-04 Withernsea Music & Bike Fest 

www.withernseafestivals.co.uk. 

02-04 orunken Monkey Rock Festival 

Festival site, Upton-upon-Severn, 
Worcestershire; 

www. d ru n ken mo n key roc k f est. co. u k 

03-04 Donington classic Motorcycle 
Festival 

www.don i ngton-park.co.uk 

04 Suzuki Sunday. Ace cafe 

www.london.acecafe.coin 


04 12th Lytiiam Hall 

Classic Car & Motorcycle Show 

www, m a rk woo dwa r dc I ass i cevents.com 

04 Institute of Advanced 

Motorcyclists 

Sammy Miller Museum: 
www, sammymiller.co.uk 

08-10 Yorkshire Rock 'n' Bike Show 

www. yorksh i rerock nbikeshow.co.uk 

09-n Retrofestival, Thatcham 

www. re trof e st i va I. c o. u k 

io-ii National sprint Association, 

George Brown Memorial sprint 

East Kirkby Airfield: 
www.nationalsprintassociation.org 


11 

15 

16-18 


vmcc & Classic Bike Day 

www. Ion don .acecafe.com 

kenley Autojumbie 

www.KenleyAutojumble.co.uk 

Taunton Classic Motorcycle 
Club, Exmoor Run 

www.tauntondassicmc.weebly.com 

Stony hurst classic car & 
Motorcycle Show 

www.ctassicshows.org 

Greetham Gathering, Rutland 

www.greethamgathering.co. uk 

MGCGB GuzziFeSt 2019 

www.motoguzziclub.co.uk 
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50 YEARS OF 

SHttNt 

AT COMBE 


■2019 Motorcycle 
Grand National 

rastle Combe in Wiltshire will serve 
i m a feast of bike racing over the 
weekend of Saturday, August 31 an 

SU The Motorcycl^Grand National 
race weekend will see 20 act, °" 
nacked motorcycle races each day, 
courtesy of the NG Road Racmg Qf Britam - S best- 
This year's event willcelebrate ^x gheene. 2019 

known racers, carllFc 5ga y i an^ roU nd the circuit, 
marks 30 years since SSY meanwhile, Sheene 
taking the > a P r ^ord at the h . Bu , tac0 back , n 1969. 

ssxasrs-- 

person. 

, htTn!y/blke°satcornbe.co^g° and ~ nat ' olial/ 
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if you like your bikes 
and love riding into 

North Wales then the 

LlanBikeFest is for you. 

Run by a group of 
North Wales 
enthusiasts who are 
mad about bikes of all 
kinds - on-road, 
off-road, racing, 

touring, classics and s ^ jn jts fjfth year The 

custom thev have two wheels (or 

- including 

thre *L a rsl -fhat's why LlanBikeFest is an 

MnternationalVestival ofMotorcycUng. a^^ r 

Ce,ebr ^r“iggeUiUanBkeFestever 

Sfs. T^awatdVw^even be presented by 
top TT racer lan Hutchinson. 

I For more g o to: www.llanblkefestco ^ 

In ' ’ 4 f .r* * " 4 , M . ■ * * _ ' 
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■ ■BEEZOMPH RALLY! 

' The Trident a Rocke, a a, 

(TR30C) is celebraHng jtsTf h rs Club 

anniversary and «,! , . 40th 
12 00 members wnrirf Ut> now bas over 
L* . V the clu b's celebratin^ Wlde ' 0ne part °f 

annual rally'seezurnnh^ 111 be tbe 
returns to the plrtu» P « h ' Wb ' cb this y ear 
race circuit of Carii J e i? que Linc olnshire 

' • hewovertwooalTnTH ark The 
Friday, j U(y 25 " Thursday and 

said: "Beezumph cam* if or ^ an, sers 
few club members su^ 9b f Ut when a 
be a good idea to hire Iff,— '* Wou,d 
members to ride th^S n. u U,t for c,ub 

: ace track. This P roZT h dikeS °" a 
success, despite if t,-f dt ° be a great 
rain all day. OriginalivS-'" 8 d ° Wn with 
off, but this year we^e hn,H t0 be a one 
28 th consecutive eL^f bo ' d,n §the 

speaks volumes fo B r ifc mph ' wb ' ch 
es tor its popularity!" 

"For more go t0: www.beezumph.co, 
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18 TAG Speed Motorcycle Show, 

Huddersfield 

www, tagspeed m ot 0 rcyc I es h ow, c 0 . u k 

18 Breakfast Meet 

Battlesbridge Motorcycle Museum, Essex; 
www.battlesbridge.com/events 

21 SEPTEMBER ISSUE OF CLASSIC 

MOTORCYCLE MECHANICS 

Suzuki GS750 main test and much more 


25 

25 

26 

30-01 


Harley Day 

www. 1 0 n do n. acec af e. com 

21 st Ripon Classic Car & Bike 
Show ft Autojumble 

www. m a r kwoodwa rdc i ass icevents.com 

Notts classic car. 

Bike & Mini Show 

www.classicshows.org 

Wakinyan Rally, Staffordshire 


Classic Police Vehicle Meet 

www. london.acecafe. com 

Yamaha TRi Rally 

www.sammymiller.co.uk 

Passion for Power 
classic Motor Show 

www.cheshireautopromotions.co.uk 

ladles Day 

wwwJondon.acecaf e, com 


17-18 


18 

Tewkesbury classic vehicle Festival 

23-26 gnaa Motor show - Cars & Bikes 

www.sa 1 utationmcc.com 


www.tewkGsburycvf.org 

Dormans Club, Middlesborough: 

30-01 stormin' The Castle 

18 

Bowood summer classic car & 

www.dormansclub.co.uk 

www.storminthecastle.co.uk 


Motorcycle show 

25 Cheshire classic car & 

31 vmcc (Dorset section) 


www.classicshows.org 

Motorcycle Show 

Breakfast Meet 



www.classicshows.org 

www. d 0 r setv mcc. co. u k/eve n ts 
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impressive bikes! 
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Who better to send to the ninth annual Prescott Bike Festival than 
the man who attends every ruddy year? Yup - Allen Millyard 
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I have been coming to this festival for a number of 
years now, but this year had the added attraction 
of the Kickback, the National Custom Show and 
UK Championships showcasing 80 finalists - and I 
was to help judge it! 

I was pleased to be asked to help, along with a 
number of other luminaries, including some-time 
CMM contributor Steve Parrish, so this kept me 
occupied for most of the Saturday. I have to say, 
there was a high standard of entries and chatting to 
the owners was a joy. It was great to see so many 
young entrants because this will ensure the 
continuation of custom building motorcycles into the 
future. And that's a good thing! 

I took three of my bikes this year to ride the hill: 
the RC374 six, the Flying Millyard V-twin and my 
recently completed Velocette V-twin, which is 
serialised in CMM, In addition, my son Sam took his 
Kawasaki S3 666 five, which I made for him a few 
years ago. When it came to the riding, our great 
British weather is always unpredictable and there 
was initially some concern over the forecast. 

However, it turned out sunny at times with just a few 
showers, so the rain certainly didn't get in the way 
of a good time! 

The paddock was full of amazing machines, 
ranging from authentic racing bikes, replicas, 
specials, mopeds, choppers, supermotos, mono¬ 
wheels and standard road bikes. I was first on the 
track on Sunday morning with my RC374 six and at 


this point the sun was shining and the track was dry. 
This was its first real test ride and I was quite 
apprehensive, hoping it would run well under load 
on a hill and wondering if I would be able to make 
the tight hairpin with its limited steering lock and 
outstretched riding position. 

The time had come. I turned on the petrol, 
removed the carburettor and exhaust bungs, pressed 
the starter and the engine burst into life, blocking 
out all other sound in the immediate area. I warmed 
the engine up ready for my run. then proceeded to 
the holding area. The six was revving cleanly as I 
waited in anticipation for the start marshal to wave 
me up to the start line. The RC374 has tall TT 
gearing and has little bottom end torque below 
6000rpm, so a fair bit of clutch-slipping was 
required to pul! away, but once underway the six 
pulled well and handled nicely, and before I knew it 
I was past the hairpin and passing the finish line. 

The sound of the engine on the overrun seemed as 
loud as when on power and that caused me a 
problem on the return road to the paddock - which 
passes several houses. After my run I was informed 
that I was banned from running it again as it was 
simply too loud! There is a strict noise limit on the 
return road because of the houses. Oops! I was quite 
taken aback by the amount of people who had 
travelled to see the six run. Of course, they asked 
me when I was next riding it up the hill, so they were 
all disappointed when I told them I had been 



Brian (left) looks 
cool as he warms 
up the RC for bruv 
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banned from running it. I decided to have a chat 
with the Clerk of the Course to see what could be 
done and was pleased that we came to an agreement 
for me to do one more run, as long as I rolled down 
the return track with the engine off. 

When the time came it had been raining and the 
track was wet, but I decided to run the hill anyway 
rather than disappoint the expectant crowd. Luckily, 
it didn’t get too mucky coming down the return road 
where it tends to have sediment washed off the 
banks, and I took it easy in the corners rather than 
risk a slide! 

During the lunch interval there was a ‘show and 
tell’ where several riders were invited to talk about 
their machines and run them up. I can honestly say 
I heard the loudest explosion ever during one of the 
sessions! It even beat the sound my five-litre Flying 
Millyard makes when it backfires sometimes on 
starting! Tom Bagnall had brought along his 
home-made gas turbine powered go-kart and was 
demonstrating starting and running the gas turbine 
engine, which was made from an old lorry 
turbocharger. Initially it sounded like a conventional 
jet, then he ignited the afterburner and a huge 
exploding flame shot out the rear with an almighty 
bang and shockwave that hit you in the chest! 

Of course, the Flying Millyard is a Prescott Hill 
veteran and I was quite happy going up the hill on 
this bike come rain or shine. The Velocette V-twin 
went up in the dry and felt remarkably fast and 
nimble for an old bike with girder forks, and it was 
its first run at Prescott. Sam had a fun ride up the 
hill on his Kawasaki S3 666 five-cylinder, struggling 
to keep the front down and the back from sliding out 
in the corners. 

Sunday was Father’s day and it was really nice to 
see so many dads here enjoying the great 
atmosphere with their families. I was especially 
pleased to have my two sons Sam and Stephen with 
me. I also had my brother Brian and two of my old 
school friends Alan and Paul with me helping out 
with the bikes and enjoying the fun. As always it 
was great to meet so many online friends, putting 
faces to names. That is always the highlight of any 
event for me. 

Of course, I’m going to say this, but the event is a 
highlight of the year for me and my bikes. It raises 
money for Blood Bikes charities, and next year’s 
event is held over the weekend of June 13-14, 
so make a note of it on your smartphone or in your 
diary! cmm 







MOTORCYCLE 
DENT REMOVAL 

Paintless Dent Removal Specialist 

* 

• Any tank 

• No cutting 

• No filling 

dSL+JM 

■JPI 

before Tel: 07968 360225 

AFTER 

www.motorcyciedentremoval.co.uk 

andy@mpdr.co.uk 


www.classicmechanics.com 


club 



- Hallies i ahletappi t Shows 


M mmM i w i ii Spci aJMwjiaPayft s 


istrlition" 


FfeeMonthlyMagazine% 


IO rid II FreeTrack 

, fl I ■ ^ ^ CU 


Uembership^^ i ^^P r DisCUSSIOnf OIUITV 

paradotaps iJZEr' ' Nort^ iiCiwn orsC lMli^Pf q- 


Membership Just £19.SO 
www.NortoiiOwiier5CIab.org 
01296 481170 



for all 


ENTHUSIASTS 


Rallies in UK and Europe 

Tech Help 
Great Magazine 
Great Company 
Great Value 


GUZZIFEST AUGUST 16th - 18th 2019 

RIVERSIDE CAMPING & CARAVAN PARK, DEVON, EX36 BHQ 


www.motoguzziclub.co.uk 


membership@motoguzziclub.co.uk 


p8C (Motorcycles) 

Specialised Engine Services Ltd 

Modern and Classic Pistons and Rods 
Rebores and Crank Service 

TxSET PISTONS 
KAWASAKI 350 MACH 2 
1.50 OVERSIZE 
£350.00 DELIVERED 

01376 583024 • robert_s_e_s@hotm ail.com 




1 MOTORCYCLE TYRES & MOT CENTRE I 


3 DUNLOP MODERN RACING TYRES IN STOCK I 
AVON CLASSIC RACING TYRES IN STOCK 

I riar Fitting & balancing or 

a mail order no problem 1 ™ rs ■ 

| CALL OR EMAIL NOW FOR A QUOTE ON THE BEST PRICES! I 

3 = - r- 


Unit 1, Perkins Way, Derby DE21 4AW 

01332 331716 

rob@racinglines.co.uk www.racinglines.co.uk 


ALL BIKES CATERED FOR. RIDE IN RIDE OUT SERVICE. 


48 / classic motorcycle mechanics 







































club 


JOIN THE BMW CLUB 


and benefit from. 


TuUkMCU /A 

■ a- i- -il \J 




• A TOOL HIRE SERVICE FOR MOST BMW 
MODELS AND YEARS 

• A FORUM FREQUENTED 

BY KNOWLEDGEABLE ENTHUSIASTS 


• OUR CLUB MAGAZINE THE JOURNAL' 
ON YOUR DOOR MAT EVERY MONTH 


m A FULL SOCIAL CALENDAR WITH EVENTS 
THROUGHOUT THE UK & IRELAND _ 


ALL FOR JUSTj 


www.thebmwclub.org.uk 

forum.thebmw-club.org.uk 


£32 



Love 
Laverda? 

Join the Owners Club! 

Member benefits include: 

• Bi-monthly Magazine 

* Websrte with online Forum and Member services * Tool loans 

* Technical advice * Extensive archive covering ail models 

• Annual Events programme * Single and joint membership 

The International Laverda Owners Club (I LOG) is at all the key dassicmotorcyde 
shows. Come and see us and our display of various examples of the wonderful 
Laverda marque. Well explain thebenefits of membership and advise you how to if 
you're looking to buy. 

Contact; Julian Coster Email: membership@i!oc co.uK 

Or sign up online at www.iloc.co.uk 






For all Enfields, old or new. 
Bi-monthly magazine, 
machine specialists and 
machine dating service 


To join, please email 

memhershi pseeretary @ royalenfield.org. u k 
for information, or visit our website and 
download an application form 

www.royalenfield.org.uk 



: : r:m 


MONTHLY MAGAZINE 
TECHNICAL HELPLINE 
1 - PARTS SERVICE 



New Members Welcome! 
Membership & Boohing Forms From: 
tennis Boatwright, 20 ST. Anne's Road, 
Banbury, 0X16 9EA 


Annual Awards Dinner Weekend 2019 


6th to 8th December 2019 
Cumberland Hotel 
Scarborough 


mM 




-a 


th 


MA 






www.classicmechanics.com / 49 





























MAIN TEST 













—: 

www.classic hann .com / 51 


The 


ORGOTTEN 

FOUR 


40 years on from its debut, our 
old mukka Jon Bentman - 
returned to CMM - argues that 
the Honda CB900FZ deserves 
full icon status... 


WORDS: JON BENTMAN 
PHOTOS GARY D CHAPMAN 
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H appy 40th anniversary Honda CB900F! Yep, 
this time 40 years ago, the CB900F was the 
new king. Not that then, as now, everyone 
was ready to admit that, but most definitely when 
the CB900F arrived in 1979 it raised the bar for 
superbike performance, significantly if not massively. 

Whether there’s anything new to add to the story 
of the CB900F... well, there probably isn’t. But how 
we tell the story, how we place the participants, how 
we interpret the facts, the details - there, arguably, 
we have an opportunity to look at the story again. 

And we should, for it seems this amazing bike hasn’t 
entirely been accorded the respect it deserves, and 
it was a game changer. 

So how did the CB900F change the superbike 
world in 1979? In two ways: Firstly, it was the first 
16-valve four-cylinder production bike (although not 
the first four-valve per cylinder Honda, as the 
CBX1000 was that, all 20 valves of it, in 1978) 

- opening the door to a whole new level of engine 
performance. And secondly it brought a new level of 
chassis integrity and handling. Nine kilos lighter 



The dynamics of the CB900F were 
more about handling and agility, 
while the design and styling were . 
decidedly European. Out on the road 
that 16-valve motor gets a shift on 
surprisingly early." 










than the nearest opposition (Suzuki GSIOOO) it took 
the GS’s revered stability and added superior agility. 

Now it’s sometimes reported that the CB900F 
evolved from the works RCB endurance racers that 
dominated the Coupe d’Endurance series in the 
1970s (probably on account that Honda claimed 
exactly that in their advertising). But that’s not 



1979 


exactly true, for the RCBs really were hand-built 
works racers that featured perimeter-type frames 
that wrapped around the engine, while the engines 
- in a constant state of development - featured 
gear-driven primary drive and gear-and-chain driven 
cams, and alternators positioned behind the engine 
block (as with the CBX1000). 

So while the signature Comstar wheel did 
transition from racer to production bike, we could 
probably say, given the CB900F came with a 
backbone and full cradle frame and an engine with 
Hy-Vo chain primary drive and chain driven 
camshafts, with the alternator conventionally 
mounted on the end of the crank, that it was 
developed in light of lessons learned in the race 


CB900FZ 


Debuting Eurostyle design, 
offered in silver and blue, 
with silver engine, silver 
Comstar wheels. Note 19" 
front wheel, single piston 
brake calipers, 35mm forks. 

95hp motor. 

1980 


CB900FA 


Modest updates: the spokes 
on the Comstar wheels 
were reversed (and painted 
black), air caps added to the 
forks, needle roller 
swingarm bearings. 

1981 


CB900FB/F2B 




Brakes upgraded with 
twin-piston calipers. Forks 
upgraded to 37mm. Stronger 
cam-chain tensioner. F2B 
gets an early CB1 lOOR-alike 
three-quarter fairing. 

1982 


CB900FC/F2C 


Brakes again modded 
(master cylinder and caliper 
brackets), rubber engine 
mounts added, 39mm 
'TRAC' anti-dive forks, new 
18" 'boomerang' Comstar 
wheels and remote 
reservoir 'piggyback' rear 
shocks. 

1983-84 


CB900FD/F2D 


Minor cosmetic changes. 



Keihin 32mm CV carbs did the biz 



Gearbox and linkage are precise. 


& 










well-appointed clocks for the day. 


programme rather than lifting the tech directly. 

Nonetheless, there were real European influences 
and drivers - which was significant as the likes of 
the CB750 and Z1 were essentially developed and 
made to suit American tastes. In fact, the dynamics 
of the CB900F were more about handling and agility 
while the design and styling, quite angular for the 
time, was termed ‘Eurostyle’ by Honda. The CB900F 
arguably was the first Japanese superbike developed 
to European sporting tastes - again this was 
reinforced by the appellation ‘Bol d’Or’ added for 
the French market. 

Now, while Honda didn’t make it a full lOOOcc, 
the 901cc unit remains a long-stroke motor (64.5 
x 69mm) and the tune is for mid-range torque as 
much as it is for top-end rev, with the peak power of 
95hp coming at 9000rpm. Contributing to the 
engine’s smooth running was the Hy-Vo primary 
drive, which connected to a jack shaft that 
connected to the clutch and a spring-loaded damper. 
The crankshaft, unlike those on the Z1 and GSs, was 
a one-piece forged unit that ran in five plain ‘shell’ 
bearings that were pressure fed oil. The engine 
featured two cam-chains, not one, with a Hy-Vo 
chain connecting the crank and the exhaust 
camshaft, then a second chain connecting the 
exhaust cam to the inlet cam. The cylinder head 
featured the four valves (26mm inlet, 22.5mm 
exhaust) set at 62° included angle. That’s quite wide 
- the advancing tech of narrow included valve angles 
would arrive two years later with Suzuki’s GSX TSCC 
heads with the valves set at 40°. Carburation was by 
four Keihin 32mm CV carburettors. 

The chassis, while a conventional twin loop cradle 
type, improved on the handling of the likes of the Z1 
and GS by way of extra gusseting around the steering 
head and not one but three tubes forming the 
backbone (beneath the fuel tank). The Showa forks 
were unremarkable, being 35mm stanchion 
diameter, and the FVQ shocks were nothing special, 
while the swingarm featured nylon bushes (later 
replaced by needle rollers). Even the brakes were 
seemingly average, being 276mm discs with single 
piston calipers up front. Even so, the handling was 
accomplished, and a match for the European-made 
competition (be it Jota or Desmo). 

The Honda’s superiority was quickly established in 
British production bike racing where the likes of 
Graham Marchant, Greg Page and Ray Knight 
soaked up the wins around the club scene. Knight, 
who used to write and race test for Motorcycle Sport 
(now our sister title Motorcycle Sport and Leisure), 
commented that his proddie CB900F steered, 
stopped and went quicker than many a race bike. 
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This was backed up at the 1979 TT where in the TT 
FI race Graham Bentman (ahem, my father) and 
Knight, both nudging lOQmph laps, finished 21st 
and 22nd on their stock CB900Fs wedged between 
a pair of full-race P&M Kawasakis. 

Actually the CB900F did become a part of the 
RGB endurance race story, for when the eligibility 
rules changed in 79, it was the CB900F motor, 
tuned by Honda’s race shop RSC (known as an 
RS1000), that completed the RGB story. As well as 
winning in the European endurance races, the 
RS1000 would power the likes of Alex George to 
TT-F1 victory and even win the Suzuka 8 Hours in 
1981. And, of course, the CB900F/CB750F 
silhouette would find everlasting fame as Freddie 
Spencer’s number 19 AMA Superbike (winning the 
Superbike race at Daytona in 82) - that bike again 
featuring one of RSC's 130hp RS1000 motors. 

While the CB900F was in 1979 the best of the 
best, its time in the sun didn’t last long. In the 
showrooms the CB900F quickly lost its luster and 
on the tracks its lead; overshadowed in 1981 by its 
own progeny, theCBllOOR, and Suzuki s Katana 
(the eight-valve GS having been superceded by the 
16-valve GSX motor). The CB900F would 
continue in the Honda catalogue until 1984, 
but by then there was a whole new era 
dawning with Kawasaki’s GPz900 and 
Yamaha's FZ750... 


First 16-valver, good for 95bhp back then 


its closer to the feel of a 750 than the 1000s 
of the day. 

Of course, the CB900F is cold-blooded the 
way bikes were then, but there’s a nifty 
handlebar mounted choke and the starter 
motor is happy enough so it comes to life 
nicely. The motor spins easily and revs 
noticeably quicker than the older eight-valve 
motors, while the 4-into-2 exhaust keeps it 
super-legal quiet. Getting comfortable in the 
seat, the footrests are high enough and just 
enough rearward to not be immediately thinking 
about sourcing rear-sets. 

The handlebars are above-the-yoke clip-ons and 
canted rearward at a noticeable angle, quite 
narrow in width, too - a definite contrast to the high 
and wide bars that were OEM back in the early 


THE RIDE 

You know, when I last went for a ride on a 
CB900F I was a 14-year-old (so I was on the 
pillion), and I've either grown since then or the 
Honda has shrunk. Of course I've grown, but I’m 
surprised to find the CB900F isn't as big as I 
remember. The tank is narrower and the 
saddle is not as high as I recall, and ail in all 


Still a good looker, 
40 years on. 
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1979 

HONDA 



ENGINE 


Four-cylinder, 16 valve, 
DOHC, four-stroke 


CAPACITY 


901.8CC 


BORE & STROKE 


64.5 X 69mm 


COMPRESSION RATIO 


8 . 8:1 


CARBURETION 


32mm Keihin CV 


MAX POWER 


95hp @ 9000rpm 
43.6ft-lbs @ 7500rpm 


IGNITION 


Transistorised 





TRANSMISSION 


Five-speed gearbox, wet 
multiplate clutch, chain final 
drive 


FRAME 


Steel tube twin cradle 


FORKS 


35mm telescopic forks. 
Rear: FVQ Twin shocks 
adjustable for damping and 
preload 


WHEELS 


Comstar, 3.25x19, 4.00 
x 18 


BRAKES 


Front: Twin 276 mm discs, 
single-piston floating-caliper 
Rear: 295mm disc 
single-piston floating-caliper 


WHEELBASE 


1515mm 


RAKE & TRAIL 


62.5°, 114mm 


WEIGHT 


233kgS 


FUEL CAPACITY 


20 litres 


FUEL CONSUMPTION 


45mpg 


1 

TOP SPEED 

1 


132 mph 


PRICE IN 1979| 


£2099 



Angular, Euro styling and subdued paint 
! schemes have stood the test of time. 

pcjim 


Seventies. The European influences are all there. 

The gearbox and, perhaps more precisely, the gear 
linkage are the next point of interest. Given that it is 
a linkage, the throw on the lever is small and 
precise. After the long throw of non-linkage levers on 
earlier fours, this feels quite modern, and when you 
accelerate away and shift up through the gears, that 
short-throw precision continues. Shifting feels 
quick and easy. 

Meanwhile, the engine tells its own story of 
modernisation. Those older eight-valve fours rev 
quite slowly, deliberately, and not without some 
clatter. The Honda’s 16-valve motor meanwhile, gets 
a shift on surprisingly early and by 4000rpm it’s set 
to boogie. There’s no waiting, and the feel is light 
and lively, again more like a 750 than a thou, and 
while the engine sounds busy - because you’re 
inclined to rev it hard - it’s again quiet: a well-oiled 
precision machine. 

And as you rip through the five speeds you start 
appreciating the chassis. Not being so big it feels 
quite together and accurate. The 19-inch front 
wheel doesn’t slow the steering, instead it feels 
quick, yet planted as you lean it over. The forks are 
spindly by modern standards and the twin shocks 
are not much beefier (the original FVQ shocks were 
nicknamed Fade Very Quickly) but there’s a feeling 
of integrity coming back to the rider. The RCB race 
bike references, while factually tenuous, probably 
are there in the DNA; this is a performance bike, a 
race bike with lights. I find myself wanting for 
fresher, stickier rubber to make more of what the 
CB900F has to offer. It’s a roadster by appearances, 
but the feedback, while smooth and progressive, is 
tapping into my senses, gently calling ‘race’. 

It may call race, but it’s not short of practical 
touches. Honda loved big lights and indicators back 
in this era, and they really are big. Likewise, the 


sizeable (now faded) instruments feature bold 
day-glow orange numerals and increments, while the 
oil, headlight and indicator lights on the panel shine 
bold and bright. The mirrors are big and only blur 
with the highest of revs. 

The seat is sumptuous and on this short trip at 
least, comfortable, and together with the rubber- 
topped footrests you’re well insulated from any 
vibrations. Civility is what we’re talking. 

I can tell that back in 1979 this was a revelation. 
I’ve ridden a CBX1000 more than once and while a 
classy bike, there’s just too much of it for it to be an 
out and out scratcher. Likewise, while I appreciate 
Zls and GS-thous, those eight-valve motors behave 
only as they want, in the time they want to take - 
likewise their handling, which can range from 
downright hairy, to deliberate. So, if you’d jumped 
on this CB900F in 1979 then you’d have been 
blown away by just how lively the motor was - and 
so smooth - and just how much you could rely on it 
to scythe quickly and accurately through the 
corners. This was race bike performance straight 
out of the box. 

It is also a fairly unique ride. The CB900F feels 
like no other bike: liquid-loveliness, with a racer’s 
edge. So now, in 2019 I want to take it on a long, 
pacey ride, then I want to take it on track and just 
pin it! It’s 40 years old, but it hasn’t lost that feel or 
its youth. It’s sweet. 

BUYING AND OWNING 

The general growth of interest in modern classics 
has certainly driven up values over recent years and 
while Honda’s CB900F hasn’t been the most 
coveted of Japanese classic fours, its values have 
risen in line with the market. So a super clean first 
model FZ, from a dealer, that would have been 
around £2000 a decade ago, can easily set you back 
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£6500. But if it is truly clean and well sorted - and 
given the costs of restoration these days - then 
that’s fair value. At the far end of the spectrum, a 
basket case, as long as most of everything is there, 
will probably set you back £1000-1500 - with all 
the restoration costs to follow. 

Later models are generally worth less. Honda 
upgraded many parts - the forks grew to 37mm then 
39mm and gained anti-dive, etc., brakes became 
twin piston type and the wheels got smaller (18-inch 
front) and wider while the Comstar theme was first 
reversed then replaced by the Comstar mark III, 
known as the boomerang type. Honda even added a 
second CB900F variation with three-quarter fairing. 

For all the upgrades the effect was to water down 
the essence of the bike, and in a competitive market 
the tech of the CB900F was falling behind and so 
these models were far less attractive. These models 
today, we dare say, become projects, ripe for turning 
into Freddie Spencer AMA Superbike homages and 
the like. So their value probably isn’t as the bike 
they are, but what they could become. 

If short on cash, also look out for the Honda 
CB750Fs - the little brother to the CB900F. Initially 
these were made for the American market, but from 
1981 they were to be found in European showrooms. 
The 750’s performance is surprisingly close to that 
of the 900, so there’s little penalty in choosing this 
option and typically prices are that bit cheaper. 

One of the biggest bugbears with the CB900F is 
going to be the exhaust system. The originals rotted 
out and aftermarket options of the era were not 
much better in quality, so you’ll find plenty of 
CB900Fs wearing the likes of Motad’s four-into-one, 
which was budget-oriented, didn’t follow the bikes’ 
lines properly and is just plain ugly. Probably the 
best bet if you’re seeking originality is to go with a 
complete replica system by Marving (retailed in the 
UK through Wemoto) at just over £500. 

Alternatively, you could try a four-into-one by 
Delkevic (just over £300). Or go extreme and splash 
something like £1000+ for some serious handmade 
titanium pipeworks such as you’ll see on those 
mouth-watering Sanctuary/Whitehouse builds. 

Watch out for wear on the Comstar wheels. These 
were made up of aluminium rims connected by 
rivets to five pairs of pressed stainless sheet spokes. 
The rivets can wear and attempts at re-building 
(using bolts) have proven unsuccessful. 

You’ll hear criticism of the original brakes, but 
poor performance is typically down to poor 
maintenance. The original single piston calipers on 
our test example - having been freshly renovated 
- worked just fine. If you can find a set of Showa 
FVQ shocks (in good nick) then that’s a rare find. 
Mostly if the shocks on your example aren’t good 
you’ll be looking for aftermarket suppliers such as 
Hagon or Koni type (for budget), but there are 
specialists these days who can make you some 
high-quality units for fair money, such as Nitron’s R1 
shocks, which sell for £660. 

Engine-wise, the CB900F was pretty reliable. 
There is always talk of cam-chains and tensioners 
being suspect on Hondas of this era - and on later 
models these were revised - but here really the story 
is about adequate maintenance; if checked regularly 
they should be fine. The crank, uniquely Honda (for 
the time), is a forged one-piece item running in 
plain (shell) bearings with pressurised oil feed and 
has proven quite reliable. The engine’s health will 
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CONCLUSION 

Certain machines reach iconic status and so find 
owners banding together in tight-knit owners’ clubs. 
The Z1 for instance. The Katana is an another 
example. And nearly all European superbikes from 
the 70s attract similar fiercely faithful patronage. 

But some bikes, like the Honda CB900F, struggle. 
Sure, there are a good number of guys who’ve turned 
their CBs into Freddie reps, and the French loved 
their CB900Fs (Bol d’Or) so that today you’ll find 
many continental classic endurance racers based 
around the CB900F. But the base model itself, as a 
standard concours restoration - and so an 
investment commodity - is less common. For how 
long we’ll see, as there’s trickle-down here, too. With 
CBXs, RC30s and CBllOORs making huge money, 
how long will it be before the full relevance and 
value of the CB900F is realised? cmm 


then largely be down to the quality of maintenance 
it’s received and its mileage. You can expect the 
usual high mileage wear on pistons and rings and on 
valve guides - excess wear here should be 
identifiable as noticeably smoky exhaust gases. If it 
does come down to a re-build - quite possible, given 
the age - the good news is there are plenty of parts 
available, whether we’re talking OEM service parts 
like crank shells or chain tensioners, or performance 
parts like kit cams or fancy carbs. 

Electrics are always a factor with 40-year-old 
bikes and it’s a Honda so we might as well say 
check the reg/rec (we always do). Most difficult to 
find will probably be an original tank, side panels 
and instrument sets - at least in tip-top condition. 












As you rip through the five-speeds, 
you start to appreciate the chassis. 
Steering is quick enough, yet planted 
as you lean it over further. Riding the 
CB900F is liquid-loveliness! 
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Build your next project using 
one of our tailored kits aflllte 
for these donor bikes: 

Honda CX50O 1976-1982 

Triumph 750/900/1200 1992-1998 
Honda 250/400 197 b3M 


cAre itAti kits 




V * "Lf >vwii.-_r: < i * V." .• V. ’Jj'v ' ? 


Ha« m UK. litn«>rd urerttakte. 


www.caferacerkits.co.uk O O 


www.pitted forks, co. uk 



All types of telescopic motorcycle forks 
refinished in the correct HARD CHROME 
coating. Our long-established process delivers 
your fork legs back to you with 
up to 30. times, more hard chrome than original. 


AS RECEIVED FINISHED 


YOU ONLY RECHROME 
FORK LEGS ONCE 
SO CHOOSE THE 
INDUSTRY 
LEADERS 

A.M. Philpot (Hard Chrome) Ltd, 

Unit D, Cradock Rd Industrial Est, 

Luton, Reds LU4 0JF 

01582 571234 info@pittedfork5.co.uk @E3 

Check out our website for full details of our comprehensive reclamation 



service 


Central Wheel Components 

01675 462264 



$ 8 & 9 Station Road S +44 (0)1675 462264 

Coleshill as info@central-wheel.co.uk 

Birmingham, B46 1HT k www.central-wheel.co.uk 


Why go to 
anyone else ? 


Products 


Rims 

Spokes 

Nipples 

Tyres (0121 ?*& ooooj 


Services 


Wheel Building 
Shot Blasting 
Powder Coating 
Polishing 


The 

26 th Carole Nash 


EUROJUMBLE 


6-7 SEPTEMBER, 2019 


Netley Marsh, Meadow Mead Farm, Ringwood Road, 

I Woodlands, Southampton, SO40 7GY I Opens 9am I 


VISII: WWW.NETLEYMARSHEUHOJUUBLLCOM 



cusiomes sinm m sasa imii wiH: wsatsi 

TO me JUMBLE 
60 !— 


© 2019 MORTONS ARCHIVE 


ADVANCE TICKETS 

ON SALE NOW! 

SAVE UP TO 25% by buying in advance 

Friday * £9 Saturday - £6 
15s & Under - FREE 

DISCUIUIED TICKETS CLOSE IIONDAT SEPTLUBEH l A! 8 30AU 


GRAB A BARGAIN AT ONE OF THE 
UK'S LARGEST AUTOJUMBLES! 


GARAGE CLEAR OUT - 

PLOTS FROM £20 


Free 

parktn 


FOOD STALLS & BAR 


¥ 


FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA! 
@ classicbikeshow 
fO) gclassicbikesliows 
i f ■£ classicbiiesliows 




- 


CAftOIJ. hiASH 


_ 

_ 

[dossicfaikeshows. com) 
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David Silver 

Honda Spares & Museum 


World's Largest Independent Stock of Honda Spares & Classic Honda Motorcycle Collection 



DAVID SILVER 
SPARES 



HONDA COLLECTION 


Over 100,000 genuine, NOS and reproduction parts 
for 1960s to modern day Honda motorcycles including 
rare items no longer produced. From fuel-tanks to 
cables, gaskets and nuts/bolts plus workshop tools and 
lubricants, we can help with your Honda servicing and/ 
or full-restoration projects. 

Many Large Parts! - Cylinders, Crankcases, Mudguards, 

Fairing Panels, Seats, Tanks 

- CB350F, CB400F, CB500, 
CB550K, CB750, GL1000 & CBX1000 for example... 

£.■ • 
f *e 

Order securely on-line 24/7 - with parts illustrations 
and product detail by each model type, or call our expert 
team. 

Prices at discounted rates with new stocks arriving 

daily! 

...plus Fast UK & Worldwide shipping. 

Also... 

Classic Honda & other Japanese Motorcycles for sale! 

www.davidsilverhondaspares.co.uk 
+44 (0) 1728 833 020 




Wheels, Frames, Exhausts, 
etc... 



Replica Exhaust Systems 



Over 200 classic Honda motorcycles on display in our 
unique Honda museum. From the very first 1948 A-type 
to the 1992 oval-piston NR-750 and the first CBR9O0RR 
Fireblade. 


Step back in time and reminisce with your early Honda's 
and marvel at the engineering genius of Mr. Honda and 
his team. 



Our two-floor museum building presents over 5-decades 
of Honda motorcycles with detailed information and a 
unique timeline company history explanation. A special 
off-road area, monkev-bike presentation and cops-comer 
add to the display along with a Honda Reading Room 
where over 200 model by model fact-files can be studied 
at your leisure. 

Free coffee awaits all visitors and accessibility facilities 
help those in need to the top floor. 

For opening times and other details visit or call... 
www.davidsilverhondacollection.co.uk 
+44 (0) 1728 833 020 


OPEN DAY... 

Honda SOHC 4-Cylinder Anniversary Celebration Day 
Saturday 28th September 2019 - 10am to 4pm 



With Live Rock Music from The Maida Vales & Best-in-Class Contest 

Following the great success of our 2018 CB750 event, we will celebrate the 50th Anniversary of the start of the Honda 
SOHC 4-cylinder models with this special event. FREE admission, the event is open to all enthusiasts and for those with 
an eligible Honda model a contest will be held to find the 'Best-in-Class' across 10 different categories. Around 100 SOHC 
Honda Fours are expected and the day will consist of many activities including Live Music; Honda Quiz; 

Hot/Cold Food & Bar plus Free museum admission. 

...for full details and Entry Form visit wwwdavidsilverhondacollection.co.uk or call +44(0)1728 833 020 


All the above can be found at ... 

David Silver Spares Ltd - Unit 14, Masterlord Ind. Esk, Station Road, Leiston, Suffolk IP16 4JD England 


































We all love a fairy tale, so - in retrospect - is 
Ducati’s 999 still an ugly sister, or an ugly 
duckling about to become a beautiful swan? 




I t was the law: Ducati built beautiful, gorgeous 
machines that could also do the job they were 
built for. 

Think Ducati’s 888, or Monster range. Even the 
900SS/750SS, etcetera, had an agricultural 
beauty to them, but then came Ducati’s 916. 
The most beautiful bike ever built... arguably. 
^ It’s hard to fathom how the bosses at 

Ducati could better the first 916, but better 
it they did with the bloodline housed 
in largely the same chassis and 
clothing, the 996 and 998 models. 

But whether it had a 916cc L-twin 
Desmo or a Testastretta 998cc 
motor, it still looked like the 
original bike. And that was no 
bad thing. 

To design the ultimate 
successor to Massimo 
Tamburini’s 916 was going to be 
nigh on impossible, but it had to 
be done and the man who was 
given this task for 2003 was Pierre 
Terblanche. 

A new name helped: the 999 indicated the 
cubic capacity, even if some models would 
have 998cc. The new clothes had to be bold 
and distinctive - and they were indeed that. 
Gone was the signature single-sided 
swingarm swopped for a curious, cranked 
design. The oval under-seat exhausts were 
replaced with a single, almost rectangular 
unit; the fairings almost seemed larger than 


before; while the front cowling replaced the twin, 
lupine headlights with two small, round beams, sat 
atop each other. It was distinctive and different 
alright - and many hated it. 

Terblanche had designed the sublime Ducati 
Supermono of the mid-1990s and was applauded 
for it, but many criticised the 999 - until they rode 
it. The bike was not only a step forward in terms of 
outright performance, but also - usefully - the 

bodywork and ergonomics made the thing a 
damn sight more comfy than any 
916/996/998. It was superior in 
almost every way. 

And it won both on and off 
track. Not only scooping awards 
for best V-twin and best overall 
sportsbike in magazines around 
the world, but nabbing national 
championships (most notably 
Gregorio Lavilla taking the 2005 
British Superbike title with the 
Airwaves team) and World Superbike 
titles with Neil Hodgson (see page 6) in 
2003, James Toseland in 2004 (pictured) and 
Troy Bayliss in 2006. 

Subtle bodywork mods improved the overall look 
of the 999 in 2005, but it was too little, too late. 

For 2007 a more aesthetically pleasing ‘son of 916’ 
- the 1098 - was released, but the 999 is still a 
case of ‘handsome is, as handsome does’ in the 
used market. Today, with 916 models increasing in 
value, the 999 is still in its older brother’s shadow 
and can be picked up for as little as £4000. cm 




TOP RIGHT: James 
Toseland would take 
the title in 2004, a 
year after Neil 
Hodgson (see page 6). 


LEFT: 999S was 
uprated with Ohlins 
suspension. 


www.ducatiforum.co.uk/forums/749-999.92/ 


RIGHT: Rear-end was... 
different... 
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"It says here: ‘When it comes to 
m good, honest, on/off road capability 
and good times that last, you can't beat a 
Yamaha XT250'. It sounds like you are 
having ‘bad times that last’ and the first 
thing I should say is that kicking it over for 
half-an-hour or more is not the answer to 
bad starting. You tell me that the spark 
appears to be fine and I am assuming that 
the engine is in good mechanical order. 

You might be advised to carry out a 
service, including adjusting valve 
clearances, and do a compression test 
(if/when you get the engine working to 
warm it up). I am also assuming that you 
are following the advice given by Yamaha 
on cold starting, which is to use full choke 
and have the throttle shut (otherwise the 
mixture enrichment will not work). If all 
that is ok, then there must be a problem 
with the carburettor and you will need to 
dismantle it to clean it out. First though, 
why not try using Easy-Start? If the engine 
runs for a couple of seconds then that 
would confirm that the ignition and engine 
mechanicals are ok, so the problem is with 
fuel delivery. 

YAMAHA SR250 

0 »My current project is based upon an 
■ SR250 Yamaha. As the bike is an 
import from Spain it runs a kph speedo. 

I’d like to refurbish the clocks with new 
face decals calibrated in mph, but of 
course the odometer and trip will still 
measure in kilometres. Do you know of any 
way to revise the gearing either internally 
or at the wheel drive to convert to mph? 

Rob Neal 


"I should think the easiest way 
m would be to use a mechanical 
converter, which is a little gearbox 
mounted between the top end of the 
speedo cable and the instrument. For 
instance, Wemoto sell such a device called 
in their listings a ‘mechanical speedo 
kilometer to mile converter, cable 
mounted’ which fits a cable/speedo using 
an 11 mm thread. I think this is what yours 
will be, but you might need to check. 


Our very own wizened sages, 
Messrs Mark Haycock and 
Steve Cooper are here to 
answer all of your woes, be 
they mechanical or spiritual. 
Every month we will be giving 
advice, as well as some 
general tips. Don’t forget to 
send in your own tips too. 


Sand your queries to: bsimmonds@mortons.co.uk or write to Problem Solver, CMM, 


PO 


Box 


99 


Horncastle 


Lines 


LN9 


6LZ 




1977 HONDA CJ360T 

Q "\ have just rewired the bike with a 
m new harness and all the colours are 
the same. I used new coils, which are 
different than the old ones. The live side 
are black and white, the other side are 
green wires with a round connector like an 
earth. I am also fitting a Gammatronix 
ignition. My problem is that when you 
switch on the ignition the lOamp fuse gets 
so hot it blows. When you turn off the 
ignition that fuse in the fuse box is still 
live, but should be dead with the switch 
off (the fuse has a red wire.) Can you help 
me with this problem? I am a 71-year-old 
biker and love the mag! 

Chris Stocks 


"It is quite right that the main fuse 
is live all the time. A red/white wire 
feeds directly from the battery positive 
terminal to the main fuse and from the 
other side of the fuse a red wire runs to 
the ignition switch. I think your problem is 
almost certainly that the main fuse is 
meant to be 15 amps, not 10 amps (the 
other two are 7 amps), so see how it goes 
with the correct fuse rating. 


1980 YAMAHA XT250 

Q "\ have just purchased a Yamaha 
■ XT250. I have terrible problems 
starting it from cold. It kicks over three 
times on full choke, fires, but won’t start. 

If you carry on kicking it over it will fire, 
but won’t pick up. After continuing to kick 
it over for 30 to 40 minutes it will start, 
but by then I am shattered as I’m not as 
young as I used to be! Once running and 
warm it kicks over no problem. Any ideas? 
The fuel is fresh, the spark is fine and it 
has a new plug fitted. 

Neil Bell 





































IMUBAHu 


Bespoke Paint Service 
Powder Coating 
Rear Sets 

Swing Arm Spindles 
Rear Wheel Spindle Kits 
Shark Fin Chain Guards 
Magnesium Cam Boxes 


ROAD LEGAL 


WE NOW 
DISTRIBUTE 








i 

• 


TT900 Road Legal Kit using Ducati 900SSie 

Doner Bike. 

The existing wiring harness can be utilised or we 


MORRIS 

LUBRICANTS 


can supply a full bespoke harness if required. 

Available at £17,000 

We would accept Part Ex for a Ducati 900SSie 
Full specifications on request. 




Ducati Pantah 
full 

Quill exhaust 
system 



Made from 304 
stainless steel, fitted 
with removable 
baffle, (Road Legal) 
£650 plus postage 
UK Mainland 




WE STOCK ALL PARTS REQUIRED TO COMPLETE DUCATI PANTAH TT1/TT2/F1 REPLICAS 


World Class Performance ^ ^ 


mmmAMiiommmcmssjGs 
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Project Triumph Daytona 1200 part 1 


Mellow Yellow! 


What's this big yellow lump doing in the collection of our mate Andy Bolas? Doesn’t 
he only like Jap bikes? 


_ ■ need to confess something. 

I We all have the odd guilty 
■ pleasure, right? I've heard 
a j hrJL i editor Bertie builds Airfix kits 
■H and hangs them off his 
ceiling. Still, after all these years. 

One of my guilty pleasures includes 
bikes like these: early Hinckley Triumphs 
have an allure all of their own. Some of my 
favourites are the likes of this big 1993 
Daytona 1200, the Daytona Super 11 Is and 
the very early modular build Speed Triples. 

I never really expected to own one to be 
honest, I just seemed to admire them from 
a distance. There’s something about them. 
Then, about a year back in May 2018, I 
was attending a bike show in Peterborough 
and having a mooch around the auto¬ 
jumble and other stuff outside, when f 
spied a tidy looking Daytona in racing 
yellow, showing less than 6000 miles and 
having only two owners from new, up for 
£2700. I was interested, but my friends 


managed to pry me away from the 
Hinckley beast and I forgot about the 
whole idea again, 

Fast forward just a few weeks and I'm 
taking a look on Facebook and bludgeon 
me sideways if my mate Scott Redmond 
has only got a Daytona 1200 on his 
business Motorcom page, which looks 
rather familiar! Yes, it was the very same 
bike - this was clearly meant to be! 

A few messages are exchanged and 
the next time I’m working in 
Peterborough I clearly need to collect a 
chunky yellow Triumph! So, with the 
bike finally home and in my possession, 
here we have the first non-Japanese 
motorcycle I have ever owned! 

So, if the wife is reading this, it’s all Mr 
Redmond's fault. I have another bike dear, 
not mine! 

Looking around the bike it’s far from 
perfect, but the miles and owners are low 
so it’s a good base for me to work with. It 


also has a few nice original things like the 
number plate and dealer sticker on the 
front mudguard from Jack Lilley Triumph. 
As you can see in the pictures it’s been 
down on the left and the right, damaging 
the fairing on both sides and the right- 
hand silencer. Other than this it’s just your 
usual age-related scuffs and grazes. 

The wheels appear to have been painted 
with a twig from around 30 paces and 
someone at some point has gone all 
artistic and touched up some bolt heads 
with silver paint, but the bike is all there 
and nothing I have found so far is of any 
real concern. I managed to get the bike 
MoT’d the evening I collected it at Taylor 
Brothers Motorcycles, which it passed with 
no problems! 

As I’ve said, it’s not without issue and it 
sounds as though the pilot jets are 
blocked, but as the bike has stood for a 
long time this is to be expected and 
nothing that can’t be sorted by a day’s 
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fettling, which is part of the fun, isn't it? 
The fuel tank will also need a good 
washing out and maybe de-rusting for good 
measure! Another thing I've noticed with 
the Daytona is that at some point the seat 
has been cut down, so if anyone out there 
has a standard seat in good condition 
please get in touch as I would like one! 

Now, I'm in two minds which way to go 
with this bike. Do we go for a full-blown 
resto or do we try and maintain as much of 
the bike’s originality as possible? Do we go 
full-standard or do we go for a Daytona 
Super III lookalike (a Super IV?) with the 
big three spoke wheels, six-pot calipers 
and carbon mudguard, etc? Obviously the 
Super III featured the 885cc triple motor, 
but I like the look of its paint scheme and 
the upgrades it has, so it’s an option. I was 
certain of one thing though, I’d have liked 
the bike done and dusted so I could use it 
to go to the British Superbike round at 
Assen later this year, but unfortunately 



due to life getting in the way I can’t see it 
being ready, but we shall see. 

A couple of nights ago I was having a 
move around in my workshop as space is 
always an issue. I left the bike outside 
idling for a little while. When I popped my 
head out of the door the sight I was 
confronted with was a little concerning, as 
at first I thought the battery had fried and 
was on fire! However, on closer inspection 
and with the seat removed I found the 
pipes going into the expansion tank under 
the seat had fractured. This was the elbow 
fittings going into the tank and a previous 
owner had siliconed them back together 
badly. This kind of got me worried as I 
thought if they had bodged these fittings, 
maybe you couldn't get the parts any 
more? After removing the body panels, it 
became apparent that some powder- 
coating and re-plating of various parts 
would be needed. Although I don’t want 
the bike to be a show pony, I do want O 


' 


Eccentric c hain ad j usters wer e very 
’Kawasaki’. 
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Any Triumph accessory is a good 
thing! 
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it to be presentable! I fear if I do it too 
nice I won't want to use if for the long 
distances I intend to use it for. 

The next Saturday I took a ride over to 
Staffordshire Triumph who were very 
helpful and even had the two elbow pieces 
in stock that were broken. At the same 
time I ordered the rubber seals that the 
elbows fit into just as a precaution. The 
cost of these parts was less than £6! While 
I was there I also checked prices and 
availability on a few other bits I would like 
to replace, and was pleasantly surprised 
with both prices and availability. 

As the silencer sleeves were a little 
worse for wear I dropped them into Martin 
Leigh at MTC Motorbike Exhausts, who 
said he could replace the sleeves for me. 
Looking around the workshop at MTC had 
me in awe: watch this space for the 
results! Martin caters for lots of modern 
classics and his eye for detail and quality 
is spot on! 

The Daytona in 1200 form was released 
in 1993 into a market which had an 
agreement between the big four Japanese 
manufacturers to limit the power output of 
bikes to !25bhp. Triumph didn’t really 
care much for this agreement and the 
1200 trophy motor being used for the 
Daytona ended up with some lumpy cams 
and a few other mods to give a claimed 
147bhp at the crank! Unfortunately, 
the bike weighs nearly as much as a 
battleship so doesn’t get anywhere near 
the ZZ-R1100 in outright speed! 

Anyways, hopefully next time I will have 
the bike stripped down a little more to see 
if anything major needs doing, my 
silencers are back from MTC and maybe 
the wheels will have been powder-coated. 

I would like people's opinions on which 
direction to go with either a standard or 
Super 3/Super IV replica, tooScmm 

Thanks to: 

Staffordshire Triumph 01782 813866 
Taylor Brothers Motorcycles 
01785 781122 
A G AutOS 01889 577952 
MTC Exhausts 01704 893337 
















































BSA Owners 7 Club 


4 


We help you to: Buy, Ride, Restore any BSA 
Extensive Branch Network to meet other owners 



Celebrate th'e,OI£ Ranqe and buy, raffle tickets to. win&ur k own i OIF t jThunderbolt\ 

m ... - 

Books, of 5 x £1 [tickets alsoavailable in advance from: 


natsec@bsaownersclub7co. uk 
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Project Kawasaki H2C part 1 


Purple Pain! 


Meet Purple Pain (apologies to Prince). She is Ralph’s widow 
maker and she is not quite right, as you will find out. 



s anyone who reads 
my dubious 
^outpourings in this 
most august of organs on a 
regular basis will know, I am a 
great devotee of much of the output from 
the Akashi Works of Kawasaki Heavy 
Industries from the 70s and 80s. 

I have always had big four-strokes, 
mostly based or the king of 70s 
superbikes - the magnificent game¬ 
changing ZL I’ve always had misgivings 
about strokers; proponents have always 



The left-hand float was 
cream crackered, leading 
to smelly incontinence. 


tried to convince me that they are so much 
simpler with fewer moving parts, but my 
experience of stink wheels has been that 
whilst they have fewer parts, keeping those 
parts turning requires in-depth intimacy of 
the dark arts and black magic. A very good 
friend of mine, John Hopkins, sadly no 
longer with us, had a lifelong love of 
two-strokes and finally got his hands on an 
HIE in a hideous brown colour, which he 
assured me was the canine genitalia. I had 
a test ride on it and nearly wrote it and 
myself off when a woman changed lanes in 
front of me unexpectedly, and I quickly 
realised why the marque was colloquially 
rebranded as the widow maker back in the 
day. The lack of braking efficacy was 
beyond anything I had ridden since my 
NSU Quickly. I really wasn't impressed 
with the retardation or the acceleration, 
and given he claimed the best economy he 
ever got from it was 26mpg, it really didn’t 
light my candle. 


By the time he had breathed on it and 
had it painted a glorious candy blue it was 
a different prospect. This time the brakes, 
whilst a long way from a set six-pot 
Harrison Billets, did at least slow the bike 
down at a more realistic level and John 
insisted that I should take it close to the 
redline. Now I don’t like spanking the arse 
off a bike someone has been kind enough 
to allow me to ride, so it went against my 
nature, but given he had made me 
promise, I did. Wow, what a difference. 

The engine was properly sorted and it went 
from dum-di-dum to WTF as soon as it hit 
the powerband. Now I was beginning to 
get this two-stroke thing! 

Sadly, when John passed away, I didn’t 
have the wherewithal to buy his H2 from 
his wife, even though at this point i had 
rather fallen for it. When my mother 
shuffled off this mortal coil, I was left 
enough money to fill the smoky hole in my 
Kawasaki collection and decided with the 
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1 / According to Kawasaki, removing the tacho cable is one of the first jobs Not when some urban primate has over-tightened it, it isn't! 
2 / undoing the nuts that hold the header pipes to the barrel. 3 / Releasing the bolts that secure the header downpipes to the silencers. 



4/ The two silencers on the right are removed. 5/The cable that controls the amount of oil injected into the heart of the H2. 
6 / The wheel is turned clockwise whilst fingering the nipple out of its trap. 


> number of unfinished projects in my life I 
would buy a completely sorted H2C in 
purple with good provenance, which I 
considered to be the ultimate stroker. I 
also considered that this would also make 
a copper-bottomed investment for my 
impending decrepitude. 

I kept a vague eye open and was offered 
a triple that supposedly had been restored 
by one of the world’s most respected 
triplists. Whilst it was a king’s ransom, it 
seemed ok given the provenance, and 
would make a sound investment toward 
my current lack of pension provision. 

I went up to collect said smog monster 
in my van, which was freshly polished and 
very shiny. When the bike started it 
sounded like a bag of nails. I did comment 
on this and was assured that they alE 
sound like that, Sir] Even those who see 
them as the greatest thing since sliced 
bread seem to concur. 

I transferred many thousands of pounds 


to the vendor with my phone and stuck the 
purple peril in the back of my faithful Vito, 
Once back in sunny Somerset, I discovered 
that its fork legs had pissed their pants in 
the back of my nice clean van. It wasn't 
the seals, rather the muppet who put the 
forks together last time hadn’t bothered to 
seal the damper rod bolt. Great! I thought 
that i’d take it for a ride, but the back 
brake seemed not to work properly so I 
stopped and tightened up the adjuster nut 
on the rod to the drum. It still wasn’t right, 
and I then discovered that some idiot had 
removed the pin that secured the brake’s 
torque arm to the swingarm and hadn’t 
replaced it. The torque-arm could easily 
have got jammed into a pot hole or similar 
and caused a very nasty, potentially fatal 
accident. The previous owner denied all 
knowledge, of course. 

The left-hand carb was seriously 
incontinent and I have since discovered 
why - the float was cream crackered! As 


the rose-tinted eyewear melted away to 
reveal cold reality, I discovered more 
history about the bike; the previous owner 
had stored it badly and allowed it to get 
corroded. He had coated the carbs, heads 
and barrels and many other parts with 
some paint-1 ike substance that I couldn’t 
shift, but didn’t took right. 

I used the services of a Triples club 
chap to re-clean the carbs properly using 
vapour blast among other methods to 
re-restore the carbs. 

To cap it all, after little over a hundred 
miles into triple ownership the gearbox 
went in a big way... 

So the engine/gearbox unit has now to 
be stripped down to the last nut and bolt. 

To extricate the lump from the chassis a 
great many pieces have to be removed 
first. First, the cover over the oil pump was 
removed. The next part to be removed was 
the tacho cable, which wouldn’t come off 
because some gibbon with far greater © 
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Simple solutions: Invest in pipe clamps of all shapes and sizes. 
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7/ The cable now free from the pump control wheel. 8/ The bright orange pipe clamp prevents the oil from the tank pouring out of the banjo 
once it is released 9/ Undoing the banjo bolt from the pump body 


physical strength than mechanical ability 
had over-tightened it and with such 
restricted access it was immoveable until ! 
took out the oil pump off. 

The pipes on this bike are in great 
condition, and as they are eye-wateringly 
expensive to replace, at this point I 
decided to remove them, clean off ali the 
two-stroke oil that has leaked out all over 
them and store them beside the bed in the 
spare room. SWMBO took some convincing 
about the merits of this decision I had 
made, but finally gave in as any good wife 
should in the face of well-reasoned 
argument. Visitors to our abode are not 
currently permitted to exit the bed on the 
left-hand side on pain of death! 

I was now ready to remove the oil pump. 
It cannot be overstated how important this 


item is to the happy running of a stroker. If 
it malfunctions it will likely kill the engine 
stone dead. It has a pipe fed from the 
plastic oil tank under the right-hand 
side-panel. The oil is pumped out of four 
outlets. Three are injected into the inlet 
tract of the venturi of each individual 
carburettor and the fourth feeds a pipe 
manifold that feeds three tots of injectors 
to directly lubricate the crankshaft. 

Despite the two-stroke lover's cry of 
simplicity, the oil injection system on an 
H2C is far from simple. It has myriad 
injectors and check valves all over the 
system, many of which can fail and cause 
all manner of problems. The pump itself is 
fairly complicated and has its output 
controlled by a cam that adjusts the stroke 
of the pump. The upper throttle cable 


operated a splitter box with four more 
cables, one for each throttle slide and one 
to the wheel fixed to the cam on the oil 
pump that controls the output. The 
number of strokes of the pump is dictated 
by engine speed and the length of the 
stroke is determined by throttle opening, 
so the more welly you give the bike the 
more lubricant is fed into the engine. I 
had no need to disassemble the oil pump, 
which came as a relief as the drawings in 
the manual make it took quite 
complicated. Kawasaki actually states: 
‘The oil pump is a carefully assembled 
precision device, and disassembly should 
be avoided.' It is important that the check 
valves are working correctly. If they are 
stuck open then oil will flow in either 
direction at an uncontrolled rate. 



Unscrewing the various banjo bolts securing 
the unions for the pipes that feel the carbs| 
and crank case injectors. Note the tab 
washers that must be flattened out first! 
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10/ Unscrewing the screws that secure the pump to the crankcase. 11/ Removing the oil pump. 12/ Finally 1 can get the big guns out to 
remove the rev-counter cable nut. 13/ Using a Jis screwdriver to remove the duct clip securing the airbox manifold the card intakes. 


> Conversely, if they are stuck closed then 
oil will not flow at all depriving the moving 
parts fed by them from lubricating oil, 
which will cause the early demise of said 
component. Kawasaki also discourages the 
dismantling of the check valves. The 
check valves only allow oil to flow in one 
direction and from a specific pressure. The 
valve should only open when there is a 
pressure of 4.3-inch/pounds (0.3kg/cm 2 ). 

I removed the cables from the throttle 
slides of the carbs and refitted the slides 
and all their components to prevent them 
getting lost. I did the same with the 
chokes. I removed the three petrol pipes 
from the giant vacuum petrol tap and the 
vacuum feed to it, and was then able to 
remove the carbs one at a time. I'm not 
used to individual carbs on multi-cylinder 
motors. I don’t understand why they 
couldn’t mount the carbs in a bank as is 
done on multi-cylinder four-strokes. 

I shall be laying on the spanners next 
month and will tell you about the fun of 
removing the lump. Or not cmm 



2 Stroke Oil Flow Check valves 




14/ Removing the carb feed fuel pipes from 
the large vacuum petrol tap. 


www.classicmechanics.amt / 71 
































Project Suzuki RM80X tart 1 
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Finally on the bench after seven years 


Later, skater! 


Good things happen to good people, so enjoy this story of how our own Jeff Ware 
begged, borrowed and bought an RM80 - only for it to get half-inched! 



The Ride to victory! My all-time favourite poster as a kid. The mighty RM80X... 


G 'day. With the RG500 
finished and under a 
sheet for winter, I 
finally have time to hopefully 
complete my 1980 RM80X, a 
bike that is very dear to my heart and that 
I have been putting off since I acquired it 
in 2012. Not because I am not interested, 
but because it needs so much work and 
dedication to get it to the level I would like 
it to be... 

As you can see in the images, there 
really isn't much of it there and I'm 
desperate to find a donor bike for parts. 

So, why an RM8GX? Well, I’ll just grab 
a glass of red (it's winter here, sorry 
Male Paul - check out this month's 
Letter’s page) and tell you the yarn. It’s 
a good one. 

When I was a kid I was bike obsessed, 
apparently from a very early age that I 
can’t remember... From around age five, 
however, I do remember all I thought 
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Seat needs a complete re-cover, but i 
want the original RM logo on it, so will 
need to source a cover somewhere. 



a bottom-end, seized, and a decent 
barrel that needs a rebore is all l have. I 


need a head and a pipe and all of the 
associated bits, a complete rebuild. 



Original carburettor is a bonus that will 
be stripped and rebuilt to as new... 



My youngest rev-head 
son helped strip the 
bike. He has already 
claimed it as his own, 
so that's that. Here he is 
pulling the carb top off. 


> about and dreamed about were 
motorbikes. On the weekends and holidays 
when I stayed with my dad, he would often 
take me to the motocross or supercross 
masters, or just to hang in bike shop 
showrooms, where I could collect stickers 
and sales brochures. By the time I hit high 
school it really was a full-blown obsession, 
but also a distant dream. Having a single 
mother for a mum and very little money 
floating around, my dad was convinced (I 
assume by said mum) not to buy me a 
bike. Other factors meant my chances of 
owning my own 80 were slim, 

However, I decided to make it happen 
myself and I started to sell stuff, including 
my BMX bike, and even my bunk beds. I 
advertised these in the local free paper 
and a couple bought them. Mum came 
home one evening only to find that I had 
no bed. I'd done it without her knowledge 
and made sure they called me when I 
knew mum wasn't there! I also did odd 


jobs like a newspaper run, painting fences, 
mowing lawns, and collecting shopping 
trolleys at the local supermarket. I was 
slowly saving and pretty soon I had about 
$150 - that's about £100! 

At this time I was heavily into 
skateboarding and I had a Tony Haliam 
Variflex skate deck. A school mate, Daniel, 
was also into skating and one day after 
school I was at his home skating and I 
noticed up the side of a garage in the 
weather, grass growing over it, a gorgeous 
yellow RM80. I was so amazed Daniel had 
this bike. I asked him about it and he said 
he’d had it for years and it probably didn't 
go anymore. Of course, I’d seen it nowand 
I had to see it go, so I convinced Dan to 
drag it out. We cleaned it up a bit and put 
some Sawn mower petrol in it, drained the 
carb, then kicked the hell out of if. 

Nothing. I then pushed Dan up and 
down the driveway forever (not easy, it had 
no clutch cable) and suddenly brang-dang- 



The forks are completely stuffed. I will 
price re-chroming, used and new inner 
tubes and decide which way to go. 


dang-dang, the Suzuki fired into life! I still 
remember the excitement I felt. I bet you 
remember something similar too, right? 

At best, I was hoping for a go, but what 
happened next was just amazing. It just 
came out of my mouth. “Dan, want to 
swap it for my Haliam deck and $150?" I 
asked, eyes like dinner plates. "Sounds 
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Simple solutions: WD-40 squirted a day before strip-down helps loosen things. 1 



| Cleaning the bike ready for 
dad to pull it apart and fix it; 






My two favourite Suzuki models... 


Not much there. I really hope I can find 
a donor bike somewhere... 


> awesome/ 1 Dan replied; 'You can ride it 
home today!" I'm getting a lump in my 
throat now, just thinking back. I had my 
own RM80. It was rough, but it was mine, 
I could ride, as I'd had rides on friend's 
bikes (I was the kid chasing on my BMW, 
pedalling like mad asking for a go). I still 
remember riding it home without that 
clutch cable - in my school uniform, no 
helmet, on public roads... 


The bike was worth a lot more than 
$150. When I got home, mum hit the roof 
and went troppo (that’s Aussie slang for 
crazy!). Anyway, I got to keep that bike 
and it became an obsession. I got a clutch 
cable (15-mile bicycle ride) and I was on 
it every arvo and weekend. I used to ride it 
to the local garbage dump and fang 
around all day on weekends. I had an old 
Milo tin with steel wool in it. I would place 



| Engine out a lot lighter than the GSX-R750F was. Feels 
good to get some work underway. It was the speedhump I 
needed to get over to get some momentum on the project. 
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Ready for further stripping now the 
engine is out. 


The day i got the bike in 201 2 
Check out the dust on it! 
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The signature of Tony Hallam, a real skate 
legend l worshipped as a kid. 


> it over the baffle to quieten the bike while 
I short shifted to the dump via the 
laneways, then take it off and stash it with 
a can of fuel I'd have in a backpack. 1 
wore a BMW racing helmet, old boots I 
was giver, gardening gloves, safety 
goggles, jeans and a jumper. 

That bike was my whole life and the first 
thing that really gave me the experience of 
freedom and adventure. Then one day just 
after I turned 13 in April 1988, I skipped 
school, jumped on a train to Sydney 
(around 80 miles away) and went to check 
out Motorcycle Accessories Store. I bought 
a SUZUKI cross-bar pad. I was stoked! I 
could not wait to get home from ‘school’ 


RZ250FN, to which he 
agreed, and I restored that 
bike to be ready in time for 
when ! got my licence. That was a 
great bike... 

Anyway, back to the mighty RM80. I 
have a theory that most of you would agree 
on. That is, if a bike is meant to be with a 
particular owner - it ends up there. Cm 
not some hippy trippy Zen motorcyclist, 
but I do get a vibe from some bikes that I 
don't get from others. 

Back in 2012 I got a call from a senior 
Suzuki staff member a few weeks after an 
Aussie magazine I used to run hit the 
shelves with an editorial by me telling the 


The Hal lam variflex deck presented to 
me by Suzuki, same as the one l 
swapped for my original RM! 


ignition fast enough, let atone hook up the 
trailer and hit the road. 

I had a chat with Steve, took a look 
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and fit the crossbar pad, but when I ran 
out to the back shed at 3:30pm the shed 
door was open and my bike had been 
nicked, I was gutted. In fact, I still get 
upset now when I think about It. I 
remember I cried like a baby.,, 

I never found that RM, despite spending 
weeks looking for it after school, I still live 
In the same area so I hope one day I find 
out who flogged it so I can seek revenge. 
Let's just say that I do have my 
suspicions... I did not manage to get 
another bike until I was 16, when my 
grandfather passed away and left the 
grandkids some money each, to get when 
we turned 18. I convinced dad to let me 
use mine to buy a wrecked 1985 


above story. The Suzuki staffer was letting 
me know that his cycling buddy just 
happened to be the now retired skateboard 
legend himself, Tony Hallam, and what’s 
more, there were still plenty of NOS parts 
available for the RM80X at Suzuki 
Australia! I almost fell over. Needless to 
say, an Express Post issue of that mag was 
sent straight to Suzuki to get autographed 
by Tony Hallam. 

Stranger things have happened, but not 
a lot of them. A few days later I received a 
call from Steve at Old Gold Motorcycles in 
Sydney. “Jeff, I've got a 1980 RM80X 
here if you are interested. Pop over and 
take a look. I read your story. I want you to 
have it." I couldn't get the key in the car 


around and there it was, the little yellow 
wonder. I'd not even seen one since mine 
was stolen in 1988, but f instantly 
recognised every single nut and bolt. It’s 
going to bring me great joy. I asked Steve 
what he wanted for the bike. He laughed 
and said: "Take it to a good home.” 

A few months passed and the next thing 
was even more amazing. Lewis Croft, 
Marketing Manager of Suzuki Australia, 
presented me with a very special gift at 
the Motorcycle Expo - an original, 1987 
Tony Hallam Variflex deck, used by Tony, 
signed for me by Tony, along with a copy 
of the signed magazine and a note saying: 
“Keep this one. skateboards are cooler 
than dirt bikes...” emm 
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Bangs and Balance! 

It’s all go in the Millyard household - but what’s that loud noise? 


T he strangest thing happened to one 
of my bikes the other day. I was 
riding down to Sammy Miller’s 
Museum with my sons Sam and Stephen 
and we had just stopped at a junction 
when there was a loud bang like a 12-bore 
shotgun being fired. 

We looked at each other in amazement, 
wondering where it had come from, then I 
looked down at the 1970 Kawasaki HI 
500 that Stephen was riding and noticed a 
hole in the top of the crankcases near the 
left-hand carb! The edges were ragged and 
sharp. “Could this have been anything to 
do with the bang?” I thought to myself, 
then I realised that maybe the left-hand 
crankshaft seal was leaking slightly and 
allowing petrol vapour to leak into the 
generator housing. I had fitted a H1B 500 
points ignition system, so there was the 
chance a spark from the points could 
ignite the petrol vapour and the explosion 
could have blown out a piece of crankcase 
with a loud bang. 

On closer examination I could see 
discoloration in the fracture point where a 
hairline crack had propagated from the 
edge inward for around 30mm. This would 
have caused a weak spot in the 
crankcases. The engine was still idling 
normally and started easily, so we 
continued on to Sammy Miller’s Museum. 
The weather was turning wet for the ride 
home so I stuck a bit of Gaffa tape over 
the hole to keep things dry inside. 

When we got home and I removed the 
generator cover, there was a smell of petrol 
and the crankshaft seal was oily on the 
outside. I removed the generator for a 
closer look and could confirm the 
crankshaft seal was leaking. I was able to 
remove the seal by punching a small hole 
in the side of the seal, then screwing in a 
self-tapping screw. The seal pulled out 
nicely when I gripped the head of the 
self-tapping screw with pliers and gave it a 
sharp tug. The bearing looked to be in 
perfect condition with no signs of rust or 
wear, so a new seal could be pushed back 
in. Before I pushed in the new seal I 
carefully scraped a small chamfer on the 
edge of the crankcases where the seal fits, 
encouraging any scrapings to fall away 
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All you need to know is in this 1948 book 
I-Tuning for Speed. 

I (Below) The new crankpin. 


4 • wm 


sfSfp 


from the bearing area; this 
chamfer will help the seal 
press in nicely rather than 
being damaged by a sharp 
t edge. I used my garage 
vacuum cleaner to suck 
out any aluminium 
scrapings and tapped 
in the new seal. I then 
filed up a piece of 
aluminium to fit the 
hole in the damaged 
crankcase and held it in place 
with a cap head screw as a temporary 
repair. I will carry out a welded repair if I 
have to strip the engine at a later date. 

Back to my Velocette V Twin engine 
build, I had just received the new 
extended crankpin from Chris Williams at 
Autocycle Engineering in Dudley and it 
looked great. The crankpin plays a vital 
role in a crankshaft, transferring explosive 
linear force into rotary motion, and needs 
to be both tough and hard so it is made 
from core-stabilised, case-hardened steel 
that is then ground to fine tolerance and 
surface finish. The Velocette crankpin is 
also a complicated design that has a very 
slight and short taper machined on to 

each side that is a precise 
interference fit into 

corresponding tapers in 


each flywheel. There is also a ground 
thread on each end to secure it in place 
with two large nuts. The new crankpin is 
15mm wider to accommodate an 
additional connecting rod for my V-twin 
engine. The Velocette flywheels were 
originally balanced for a single cylinder 
engine so would need to be re-balanced 
so that they could be used in my V-twin 
engine. I have had good results in the 
past using a static balance method 
detailed in my 1948 edition of ‘Tuning for 
Speed’, where a formula is used to 
calculate the size of a weight to attach to 
the little-end of the connecting rod to 
simulate my chosen 55% balance factor. 

I first needed to weigh the reciprocating 
parts - these are the pistons, piston rings, 
gudgeon pins and small end half of the 
connecting rods - then calculate the size 
of the counter weight to add to the small 
end of the connecting rods that is 55% of 
the reciprocating weight minus the 
small-end weight. There are online 
calculators where you can enter the 
individual weights and it will calculate the 
required weight to add, but I prefer to 
follow the explanation in my old book. 

With the maths done and a counter 
weight made up from a few nuts and 
washers threaded on to a bit of welding 
wire I then assembled the two connecting 


Weighing the 
piston, rings 
and pin. 
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Engine parts: nickel plated! 




rods, big-end bearings and new crank pin 
on to the flywheels to check for balance by 
placing the assembled crankshaft on to 
my wheel balancing stand and letting both 
connecting rods hang down side by side. 

I then attached the counter weight to 
the connecting rod small-ends and 
watched as the crankshaft rotated and 
stopped with the connecting rods at the 
bottom. This is what I expected to happen 
when converting a single cylinder engine 
into a V-twin. 

The next task was to remove weight 
from the flywheels from the area around 
the big end bearing until the crankshaft 
will come to rest in any position. I marked 
out and centre punched several holes that 
I could drill into the sides of each flywheel 
close to the periphery. Then using a 6mm 
drill followed by a 13mm drill, I drilled the 
holes and re-checked the balance. The 
crankshaft balance was gradually 
improving so I continued to mark out and 
drill more holes, checking the balance as I 
went until the crankshaft, when rotated, 
would stop randomly in any position. This 
is a very basic static balancing technique 
that I have used on many of my engines. 

With the crankshaft balanced I stripped 
it down to clean all the parts ready for 
final assembly, first using an air-line to 
blow out the oil ways. I pressed the new 
crankpin into the timing side flywheel, 
making sure the oil feed holes lined up 
and the nut was fully tightened. The 
big-end needle cages were then placed 
over the crankpin and the rollers inserted 
into the slots held in place with grease. 

The two connecting rods were then placed 
side by side on to the crankpin, followed 
by the second flywheel. The two flywheels 
were roughly set in alignment with a 


I t 1 

Assembled and balanced crankshaft! 
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straight edge, then pressed 
together and the second nut 
partially tightened. Using a 
copper mallet I then trued the 
assembly, checking for run out 
by placing the crankshaft 
between centres on my lathe 
and checking with a dial test 
indicator. Once checked and 
running true the second nut 
was tightened and the 
crankshaft re-checked. 

The main bearings were then 
pressed on to the main shafts 
and the crankshaft was 
finished and ready for 
assembly into the crankcases. 
With all the hard work done, 
and the nickel plated parts 
returned from Gavin at E 
Williams Electroplate in 
Alresford, the engine had 
been dry built several times 
and all the systems tested 
individually, so it was now 
time for the finish build, cmm 












































WEBSEARCH COMPETITION 


Your chance to win PRIZES! 


Here’s your opportunity to win some mecHarScs merchandise 

f mi Tjwrt iriT m hbhh xgicwrciuffi / 

To be in with a chance, just follow 
the instructions below.... 

You could win: 

1st Prize 

2 tickets to Stafford October CMM Show 
2nd Prize 
CMM T-Shirt 
3rd Prize 

2 Mortons Bookazines 

To enter, simply visit each website listed opposite and answer 
the question, fill in the form and return to Rob Bee, Classic 
Motorcycle Mechanics Magazine, Websearch Competition, 

Mortons Media Group Ltd, PO Box 99. Horncastte, Lincolnshire 
LN9 6LZ. 

Closing date is Wednesday 21st August with winners announced 
in our October issue. 

........ 

ANSWERS: 

_ 2 : _3:_ 

4: 5: 6: 


7: 8: 9: 


10 : 11 : 12 : 


13: 14; 15: 


16:_17_: 

Name 

Address 


Postcode 

Tel 

Email 

■ There are no cash alternatives available. The winners) will be the first correct answers 
drawn at random. Terms and conditions apply. To view the privacy policy of MM Q Ltd 
[publisher of CMM) please visit www.mortonsnnediagroup.corn/privacy. 

DATA: Protection of your personal data is important to Mortons. Your data will be stored 
securely and only be used for the purpose of processing the competition and notifying the 
winners. Data will then be destroyed. 


1. www.motoguzzidub.co.uk 

What is the Moto Guzzi Club’s bi-monthly 
magazine called? 

2. www.powerhouseautomotive.co.uk 

- What is the approximate turnaround time for 
our brake caliper rebuild service? 

3. www.robinsonsfoundry.co.uk- 

What was the original name of Robinsons 
Foundry when Dennis Robinson started out on his 
own? 

4. www.bsaownersclubxo.uk- 

How many local branches does the 8SA Owners 
Club have? 

5. www.delkevic.co.uk - 

Apart from the UK, name one other country in 
which we have an office. 

6. www.novaracing.co.uk - 

Who joined the company as a director in 1996? 

7. www.rust.co.uk - 

Over how many years have we gained the 
confidence of thousands of satisfied customers? 

8. www.thebikespecialists.com - 

How many years in a row did we win a trading 
standard award? 

9. www.diablocyc le.com- 

Can you name one of our famous customers? 

10. www.vjmc.com- 

What year was the club founded? 

11. www.haynesxo.uk- 

John Haynes OBE wrote and published his first 
book while he was still at school in what year? 

12. www.motorbikepaintxo.uk- 

How many manufacturers do we stock paint for? 

13. www.redditchshotblasting.co.uk - 

Which Channel 4 programme has Redditch 
Shotblasting been featured on? 

14. www.saddlecraft.com - 

What year did we develop our own gel pads? 

15. www.bmfxo.uk- 

When and where is the Bears and Bikes event 
taking place? 

16. www.steelcitycLassics.co.uk- 

How many years have some of our team been 
riding for? 

17. www.biLLetxo.uk - 

How deep is the pad track on our brake disks? 




































You wanted a guide to hooter restoration, so here it is: Scoop has got the horn! 


■ucked away in The 
Road Vehicles 
{Construction and Use) 
Regulations there’s a line or 
seyeral upon the fitment, use 
and suitability of a certain element of any 
road-going vehicle. 

in a nutshell, it says thus: ‘Every motor 
vehicle must be fitted with an instrument 
capable of giving audible and sufficient 
warning of its approach or position/ Or a 
horn to you and I. Every single motorcycle 
that falls within CM M's remit will have 
some form of electrically operated horn 
and just like every other part of an old 
motorcycle the devices can and will fail in 
use. Quite often manufacturers will still 
list that horn you need for your old bike, 
even if the part number has been revised 
several times and the device itself is 
physically different from the original item 
so that’s always an option. However, if you 
are restoring an old bike, are a pedantic 
obscurationist at heart, downright mean or, 
like me, reluctant to chuck stuff that can 


be fixed, you might want to get the old 
horn working again. 

Which brings us nicely to this month’s 
subject matter: a non-functioning Nikko YPL 
unit intended for my very own Project 
Yamaha CS3C. The bike came with a 
random generic horn fitted in the wrong 
place and, to my mind at least, looked 
wrong. A rummage amongst the various 
boxes of valuable used spares (aka old tat) 
diwied up the correct style of hooter but, as 
is always the case, it was dead. On the rash 
assumptions that (a) I could get it apart and 
(b) it was really only a simple electro magnet 
and a resonating plate, I though it worth 
some shed time to see if was easily 
repairable. Let’s see how I got on! 


1 / The body is held together with a series 
of crosshead screws, most of which were 
too badly corroded to respond to a 
screwdriver. 2 / Some strong words from 
the large pliers soon had all the seized 
screws freed. 
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Simple solutions: Compass, cardboard cut-out, gaskets/templates still work! 




3/ With the screws out and measured for size/replacement the various tiers ot the horn are marked up so I can rebuild them back up in their 
original positions, if the horn does work post investigation I will be repainting it. 4/ The back plate lifts off to reveal the electromagnet on the 
right with vibration plate and horn body on the left. 5/ indicated are a set of contact points that make-and-break the circuit when the horn is 
operated. This is normally the cause for a non-functioning device. Carefully clean the faces of the contacts with fine wet & dry paper, then 
remove any residue with switch cleaner 


A tune on Scoop's horn? 

On the horn in camera there's no way of adjusting its note, 
which marks it down as quite an early design. Later horns often 
have a small crosshead screw and lock nut on their rear face, 
which is used to vary the horn's pitch to a degree. The screw 
limits the movement of the internal mechanism and can be 
adjusted to give what's known as optimal pitch. Assuming the 
lock nut and screw are free, turn the screw whilst activating 
the horn. One direction of rotation will lead to ever deeper bass 
notes, followed by nothing; the other direction will increase the 
pitch until the horn reaches a strangled squeak, somewhere in 
between will the optimum setting...happy tweaking! 




6 / Having checked for any obviously broken wires it's now time to 
check continuity with a multimeter with the dial set on audible 
alert... if it has the facility. 7/ if all's well, now separate the points 
with something non-conductive and check again, you should have 
continuity as in Picture 6, but an open circuit now. Having satisfied 
myself that all was good, the horn was swiftly reassembled 'as-is' 
and checked on a battery where it made the appropriate noises. 

8 / Now happy the horn is viable. I'm taking apart the rest of it to 
dean and check. Next up is the resonator plate, which needs to be 
loosened from its card gasket. 9/ With the plate off it's now time to 
remove the old gaskets using a sharp blade, unless there's 
structural or physical damage to the 'nautilus' it can be left in place. 
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Simple solutions: Mark parts for rebuild or take shots on your phone! 



10/ Using compasses, a punch, a craft knife and some suitably sized card, a pair of gaskets are cut out. Punch out the screw holes before 
attempting to cut out the bulk of the card. Sandpaper is ideal for taking off any snags off rough edges. 11/ With two circles of card 
approximately the same thickness as the original gaskets, we're now ready for a trial assembly. 12/ If any of the holes are ‘off centre', hand 
fettling with a twist drill sorts the card out easily. 



"Why are there are no 
screws in my old horn?" 




Some horns are assembled using rivets in place of screws; 
this is simply the manufacturer being penny-pinching. It 
should still! be possible to take the horn apart, but you'll 
need to drill the rivet heads off first to get inside. 
Rebuilding will require some more drilling to remove the 
rest of the rivets, followed by a session of thread tapping, 
but with patience and some small screws it should be 
possible to rebuild your riveted horn in exactly the same 
way. As a rough rule of thumb, when you're cutting new 
gaskets, thick card tends to give a deeper note and thinner 
card generally delivers a higher one... the things you learn 
in a shed, alone, just you and your horn, eh? 


w 



13/ with some random 4mm screws fitted for 'proof of concept' the 
horn is once again connected to a battery and it sounds even better 
than before ., i am suitably impressed! 14/ To smarten up the 
outside i‘ve cleaned up the metal rear case and gently keyed the 
plastic nautilus with an abrasive pad before giving it a quick coat of 
plastic surface primer to aid paint keying to it. 15/16/ A couple of 
coats of VHT Black Epoxy Paint and we are good to go. 



Thanks: Frosts Auto Restorations for VHT Epoxy Paint 
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'hese are the second 
worst set of carburettors 
I’ve ever seen! 

The worst carb I ever saw 
was one off a Honda C70 I got 
given for free in Scotland back in 1990, It 
had been filled with west coast rain for a 
couple of years and was literally corroded 
solid into one piece. 

We saw how crappy the fuel was inside 
the tank last issue, but even that didn't 
prepare me for what i found inside the 
Mikuni BSR33 float bowls. I’ve stripped a 
good few sets of carbs over the years and 
these little Mikunis are much the same as 
the first set of CV carbs I took apart off my 
GPz550 in 1990. There’s a top half, with 
the spring, diaphragm and needle, and the 
bottom half, with float valve, main, pilot, 
needle and air jets. 

Keep all the bits together for each carb, 
remove carefully, give them a clean, 
replace anything that’s not spot on, new 
seals, re-assemble. Two screws hold each 
top lid in place, and four screws hold the 
float bowls on, A we 11-fitting cross-headed 
screwdriver, and a spanner to add some 
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leverage, and they all popped off: easy! 

I'm guessing the fuel had got a load of 
water in somehow. From mileage and date 
markings on the air filter, this bike’s not 
moved much in 12 years. 

Since then, I’ve done an online MoT 
check, which revealed that the last MoT ran 
out in October 2008 - meaning that at the 


very least, it's been parked up since then. 

The old fuel had done a dastardly job in 
two ways. First, the evaporating petrol had 
left behind a layer of brown sticky varnish, 
which is actually easy enough to clean up 
with carb cleaner. But the worst bit was 
the water, which had caused a load of 
green corrosion. If looked like algae 


Strip-down time. 


1 HAYNES PRINT & ONLINE H 

Al a ■____ 

I * * i 


Project FZS600 Fazer 600 

Fruit bowls! 

This month - our man Al has a massive problem with carbs: 
let’s ketchup with the latest! 
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above: in need of a dean 


BELOW: Ketchup dean! Try it! 


Muck was everywhere 


Eveiy item needed attention 


Part of the rebuild kit from Wemoto 


Look at the green muck! But how to clean it? 
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> growing there - but with my science head 
on, there's no way that green plant life can 
grow in the total dark of a carb float bowl. 
So while the brass jets looked like they 
were covered in moss, it was actually 
damp copper corrosion (brass being an 
alloy of copper and zinc, of course). 

Much of it wiped off with a clean cloth as 
1 unscrewed and removed all the jets and 
the float valve and seat, but they were 
sti 11 pretty nasty. 

! almost bought an ultrasonic cleaner off 
the Bay, before realising I’d not use it 
enough to justify it. In the meantime, I 
experimented with soaking one set of brass 
jets in vinegar overnight, with some 
success. Tomato ketchup was another 
suggestion, so I tried that next, and it did 
a solid job, lifting all the green corrosion 
off, and removing the blockages from the 
jet holes. The Heinz Ketchup has also 
imparted a 'rose gold’ finish to the jets: t 
think that’s down to it dissolving a bit 
more zinc than copper from the surface of 
the brass, making it appear redder. 



Over a few days, I soaked each set of 
jets in ketchup and that, combined with a 
load of brake cleaner, got them all clean 
and blockage-free - apart from one 'main 
jet' in each carb. It took me a while to 
realise that these ’jets’ weren't blocked 

- they're actually blanks, with no hole in 
them at all. They screw into one of the 
threaded holes inside the cards, 
presumably to block off a gallery used for 
something else in another application. 

Last job on the bottom halves was to 
clean up the float bowl internals with carb 
cleaner, wire brush, Scotchbrite pad and a 
Stanley blade, dissolving the varnish with 
the carb cleaner, and carefully scrubbing/ 
scraping the green corrosion deposits off 
as best I could. 

The top ends of the carbs weren't bad 

- grubby with varnish deposits on the 
needles, but easily cleaned up with brake 
cleaner and a cloth. There were no holes 
in the diaphragms. These were fine, 
though they were a bit tricky to sit back 
into place for re-assembly. Take care that 
the rim of the diaphragm fits properly into 
the groove in the carb body before 
screwing the lid down fully. 

On to the bottom end, and I have a nice 
carb repair kit from the lovely folks at 
Wemoto. Going Wemoto and not OE here 
makes financial sense. An example: there’s 
a tiny 2mm-ish 0-ring inside the pilot air 
screw. On the Yamaha parts fiche, it’s 
listed as part of a kit with a whole new 
screw and spring/washer - for £37.43. 
Ditto the float valve seal assembly - 
£36.53. Buying the four float valves, plus 
all the seals needed, as OE parts would 
cost almost as much as the whole bike 
cost. Now, I like using original parts 


wherever I can, but here it makes a lot of 
sense - a carb repair kit from Wemoto 
costs £14.95, so under £60 in total for 
the four. All the seals, plus a new float 
needle valve and seat, bosh. 

With the new parts, plus my rose 
(tinted) gold jets, I was ready to go. 

Re assembly is simple enough. The needle 
jet gets a new O-ring and screws into the 
carb body, being careful to ensure the 
diaphragm needle slots in properly from 
above. Then the number 115 main jet 
screws into the needle jet with a plain 
screwdriver (make sure you don’t use the 
blank’ jet here.) Be gentle - the hollow 
brass jets aren’t super-strong, and if you 
hoik them up tight, they can shear off. 

Next fit the blank jet into the threaded 
hole it came from, then the pilot jet, both 
with a plain screwdriver. 

Fit a fresh O-ring to the new float needle 
valve seat and push it into place, 
moistening the rubber with a little light oil 
to slip it in easier. It’s held in place by a 
small cross-head screw - make sure it’s 
fully seated before tightening the screw 
down. Then fit the float itself - slip the 
needle valve over the inner tab, then sit 
the float body and pin in place; again, this 
is held in place with a small screw. Finally, 
slip a new O-ring on to the pilot air screw, 
with the spring and washer in place, and 
refit that. The specified position is two 
turns out, so screw it in gently till it stops, 
then unscrew the two turns. Replace the 
rubber seal around the float bowl, and refit 
that, carefully tightening down the screws. 
Repeat three more times, and we're done. 

The carbs are ready to go on - but the 
tank and tap need some desperate 
attention. The tap we covered before - and 
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Yes, Ketchup seemed to work as a cleaning agent. 
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Cleaned parts are put back in. 



Replacement parts, too... 



Gently - don't overdo it... 




a simple repair kit from Wemoto sorts it 
out in a trice. A new set of rubber seals, 
plus two new screws and an O-ring where 
it bolts on to the tank - a 10-minute job. 
The tank is a different matter: there’s a 
sludgy mess of rust flakes and ancient fuel 
in the bottom. I remove the fuel level 
sender and weep at the sight of it - it’s as 
if it’s been sat at the bottom of the North 
Sea for 11 years, not a petrol tank. 

Again, Facebook advice from chums 
pays off - this time in the form of some 
phosphoric acid. It performs miracles with 
rust apparently, and eBay provides a gallon 
of the stuff in 45% strength for less than 
£20 delivered. I check the science: yep, 
phosphoric acid reacts with iron oxides 
(rust) to convert it into iron phosphate, 
which prevents further corrosion. 

I guess it can’t make this nasty tank any 
worse than it is. So I carefully tape up the 
fuel tap and sender holes, remove the fuel 
cap, and pour a couple of litres of the acid 
in. A good old sloshing about to spread it 
all over, then sit it for a bit, moving the 
tank at intervals so the acid soaks into 
each side for 15 minutes. Do this outside, 
as the fumes gave me a bit of a sore 
throat, which was a worry. Gloves and 
safety glasses goes without saying. 

I rinse the tank out after about an hour, 
and bugger me if it’s not done a pretty 
good job. All the rust flakes have been 
converted into yucky black bits, which 
rinse out quite easily. The tank is still rusty 
inside, but is much better looking, with 
patches of grey metal visible for the first 
time. Encouraged, I sling another couple 
of litres into the tank, this time replacing 
the fuel cap so I can turn it over and get 



Tops going on. 



inside the tank. 


some on to the rust around the filler neck 
too. I’m more aggressive this time, leaving 
it in for longer. After another 90 minutes, I 
can see 95 per cent of the rust has gone, 
so I empty and flush out with the garden 
hose again, then rinse with some 
methylated spirits, which clears out water, 
before setting the tank in a warm place to 
dry overnight. In the morning, there’s a bit 
of surface rust again, but it’s very light, 
just from the last of the moisture drying 
off. I mix up some engine oil and some 



Carb refurb kits in use here. 



Petrol tap was in a poor state, too. 


fresh petrol, pour it in the tank, and swirl 
it around to coat the insides, to stave off 
any more rust for the moment. I carefully 
brush some acid on to the rusty parts of 
the fuel sender, rinse it off and give it a 
spray with some all-purpose maintenance 
spray. Bolt the rebuilt tap and the sender 
back on to the tank - and that’s us - the 
fuel system is a thousand times better 
than it was. Certainly more than good 
enough to put back on the bike and get up 
and running, cmm 





Sender needed work. 

LEFT: Much needed for cleaning/ 
refurb! 


THANKS! 
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Wemoto (www.wemoto.com) for 
helping with the carb repair kit. 
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Stainless Rim & Spoke Kits 




Brochure - sales@devonrtmcompany.com 




Click 1 

Select your style of Motor! 
British - Jap - Harley - Modern 
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Click 2 

Choose your make 
from the 
Tank logos 


Click 4 

Pick your Rim 
Size by Material and 
Spoke Sets to suit - 
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your code & Checkout 








Click 3 
Find your 
Hub from 
the images 
supplied 




10005 of Rims & 
Spoke Sets in stock 


Why not access our 
You Tube videos for help, advice 
& Wheel building Instructions. 

Simply type 
"Devon Rim Company" 
into the youtube Search box or 
follow the link on your hub page 


Fmw Delivery only on In Slock items - UK Mainland only 


Copyright PRC All rigjhts reserved 


electrex world ltd 

manufa cturer Electronic Ignition Systems for 

SUPPLIER^ Classic Trials & MX Bikes 

Self generating ignition, electronic advance. 

Individually developed for each model. 

Optional flywheel weights - please ask. 

STK-009 * Royal Enfieid Cruiser 
STK-01Q - BSA: 825 t 840. 044, 850. CIS 
STK-012 - Triumph 3TA. 5TA. Unit 560, T120 
STK-175 - BSA Bantam Trials: D1. D3. D7 
STK-200 - Triumph Tiger Cub: T20, T205 
STK-202 - Triumph Tiger Club 




BSA Bantam D1-D7 - STK-12S7 


STK-349 - Montessa 348^349 
STK-402 - Yamaha TY250 
STK-475 - Yamaha TY175/125 
STK-96Q - Villiers 6E-8E 
STK-970 - Villiers 9E-37A Models 
STK-1257 - BSA: Bantam D1-D3 


For Villiers systems please contact Villiers Services, 
www. villiers services. CO. life 


Many other kits available including lighting versions 
Please visit the website for all our latest products 


Tel: +44(0)1491 682369 


ELECTREX WORLD LTD 
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Newark Autojumble 



A46 

NORMOUS 

NEWARK 



SUNDAY,'SEPTIMBER 22 

Also: Oct 27, Nov 11. Dec 8 


ONI DAY AUTOIUMBU IN UK 


Newark Showground, Newark-on-Trent, Notts NG24 2NY 

atfc A X (| 0 *) 

* Indoor & outdoor plots * Free parking * Classic vehicle display * 
Early Bird Admission from 8am, £ 10 • General Admission from 10am, £7 

Classic drivers save £2 

ONE MAN'S JUMBLE IS ANOTHER MAN'S TREASURE... 

Trade plots from £18 
FREE Saturday night camping for traders 

For more information: Visit www.newarkautojumble.co.uk 
Call 01507 529593 Email info@newarkautojumble.co.uk 
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Suzuki RG500 part 10 

Smoke on the 

Jeff finally gets to ride his dear, departed buddy Helmut’s RG 


’day! I'm officially the 
owner of a road-legal, 
sweet-running, 
mint-looking RG500. 

After years and lots of hard 
work, the job is done and after a few 
weeks of ironing out the gremlins, the 
500 is a first-kick starter and runs like a 
new one. 

At the last update I took the bike off the 
bench and ran it up and down the gearbox 
in my back lane. It was an awesome 
moment, Once the family was escorted out 
of the way, I invited the lads round to 
celebrate in the shed. We partied hard into 
the night and ! woke with bloodshot eyes 
and a craving for bacon and eggs. That 
was fine by me, believe it or not, despite 
all of the beer jokes (yes Male Paul - ha 
ha) I do look after myself working out to 
keep healthy for my real job testing new 
bikes, mostly on race tracks! I guess the 
23 years of racing gave me that mentality, 
but I was still always the guy eating a 
meat pie at the race track when the others 
ate salad. I was once dubbed ‘The only 
A-Grade road racer in Australia with a 
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water 

- just as it starts to rain! 


1 / The RG500 turns in quickly, thanks to the 
I6in front wheel and narrow tyres. It is, 
however, stable and sure-footed over all 
surfaces, unlike the rdsoOLC, 2/ Hard on 
the brakes into corners, the RG50Q 
performs at close to modern levels; it must 
have been amazing in 1985. The bike is just 
so light. 3/ Squatting off a corner on the 
power, the tiny RG500 looks more like a toy 
with Jeff on it! The rear BT45 does a great 
job hooking up. 
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4/ Running through turns fast, with high comer speed and the engine on the pipe, is where the fun is and what separates a two-stroke from 
a boring four-stroke. 5/ This photo was taker at a location on the Old Road, NSW, Australia close to where a biker cafe was that Helmet used 
to hang out at with the RG5O0 back in the early and mid 1990s. 6 / Stunning from any angle, the RG500 in these colours is less popular than 
the blue and white but l still like it. 


> double chin' at an Australian 

Championship meeting (I came second 
that weekend,.,). I've also been in a 
two-year rehab programme with my injured 
knee, including a 36-day, three-hour per 
day exercise programme at a specialist 
knee centre, so I deserve lots of beer, plus 
I need to have a strong kicking knee for 
my RG500! 

After that great event running the bike, I 
went about getting it road legal. I took it to 
a mate's workshop for a Pink Slip (road 
worthy), a Historic Vehicle Declaration as 
well, then headed to the local registry to 
pay the fee and get a plate, i tell you what, 
fitting that plate made me so happy. I was 
really proud. I just had to have a beer after 
that (sorry Male), but just to sip on while I 
admired the complete, road-ready beasty. 

It was a 17km round trip and was a 
little disappointing, as a few things were 
wrong. One of the cylinders kept fouling 
its plug, the mid-range and top-end were 
not so good for an RG500, plus the fuel 
tap was leaking fuel. 

I went right over the bike, found that I 
had messed up with the powervalve cover 
on cylinder number 4; it has a stopper in 
it and the cover was the wrong way 
around, preventing the valves from fully 
functioning, That one took a bit of 
checking, as if was not so obvious and I 
pulled the valves out before I realised it 
was the cover. 

I had also set one of the float heights 
wrong and the needle clip in the wrong 
position on the cylinder that was fouling. 
So that was all sorted. I re-ba lanced the 
slides, re set the idle screws and double- 
checked the air screws. 

I then went over the bike, checking 
tasters, and sorted out a few other small 
issues before a big ride, including the 
leaking fuel tap. 

The weekend came and I decided to go 
for a ride. Heather followed, kids in the car 
and camera gear packed, and we headed 
up to the local mountain passes that were 
Helmut's favourite roads, where the RG 
spent every Sunday for 16-odd years. It 
seemed the right place to do it. 


It was a very, very special moment and I 
have to admit, I shed a tear or two riding 
along that road on the bike, not only 
because of the great memories of Helmut, 
but also because I went to all of this effort 
to get an RG500 on the road and I still 
didn't manage to escape my crazy kids for 
one lousy ride! The bike ran well for the 
most part, but then dropped a cylinder 
again, so I swapped the plug to a new one 
I was carrying. Then the rain came, Before 
that, however, it was awesome. 

I just can't believe how good the old 
beast is. With a clapped-out shock and 
re-buiI,t but basic stock forks, the bike 
still handles so well and with the Venhill O 


7/8/ completely rebuilt brakes, new wheel 
bearings, tyre, painted wheels and Venhill 
lines. 9/ Original switches and grips. 10/ 
MRA screen is the only aftermarket item on 
the bike aside from brake lines. I tried to 
repair the OEM screen but it was too faded. 


HAYNES PRINT & ONLINE fl 




www.classionechanics.com / 89 



































11/ Carbs completely overhauled, extra taps fitted. 12/13/ Original paint and original seat. 


lines and SBS brake pads it stops unreal. 
The Bridgestone BT45s help. Modern 
rubber compounds do wonders, but 
generally the geometry is good and the 
bike an absolute weapon, even by today’s 
standards... 

The gearbox ratios could be closer and 
final gearing lower, but aside from that, 
holy hell, keeping it revving between 7000 
and 10,000rpm is thrilling and rewarding. 
There is a section of around 20 miles 
where I was able to keep the RG in that 
power range through fast open corners and 
I’m smiling just writing about it. 

I dig the retro riding position, knees up 
high, skinny seat and tank, tall bars. It 
feels so awkward to hang off the bike, but 
once I got used to it, I enjoyed riding old 
school. No elbows down nonsense on this 
thing. The bike is also very low at the 
back, particularly off the turns, the shock 
just collapses! I think I may pop an Ohlins 
in it to be honest, as I do plan on a lot of 
riding on the RG. 

The temperature ran spot on and I really 
gave the bike a proper run. It had not 
been ridden for 18 years aside from my 
laneway run and inspection ride. 

As I said, the bike accelerates 
ferociously from 7k, and in first gear off a 
hairpin I slipped back and broke the single 
seat cowl I had purchased: my big fat 
arse! Too many pies and sausage rolls and 
left-over Chinese take-out for breakfast. Or 
too many free Pale Ale Cooper’s at 
Chappie’s house. But maybe it looks better 
without the cowl. I don’t really know... 

I met back up with Heather and the kids 
and we started to do the shoot, but the 
rain soon came and it poured, just as it 
had on my very first run (typical). 
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14/ Even the clocks and the foam surround is original. The bike has been around the clock! 
15/16/ Proud moment passing the safety inspection for roadworthy. 


I cruised home, amazed at how versatile 
the square four is below 7000rpm: 
amazing. It has a great spread of power. 

When I got home, I was relieved and 
had a great feeling of satisfaction. Of 
course, I opened the shed fridge... A new 
MRA screen arrived the Monday 
afterwards, so that went on, I sorted out a 


few more odds and ends and now the bike 
is ready to ride each Sunday. If the 
weather is bad, I’ll at least kick it in the 
guts to warm it up once per week... 

Thanks for following my build. I hope 
you have enjoyed it. Another RG500 saved 
from the scrap heap and back on the road, 
keeping Castrol TTS sales going! 
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Tel: 01803 328 603 Fax: 01803 328 157 


Unit 1, Parkfield Ind Est, Barton Hill Way, Torquay, Devon TQ2 8JG 
Email: inlo@tracytools.com 

www.tracytools.com 


« Taps and Dies * Endmills • Centre Drills 

• Special Sizes • Clearance Bargains * Reamers 

• Diestocks • Slot Drills • Thread Repair Kits 

• Boxed Sets * Tailstock Die Holder * Drills 

• Tap Wrenches * Drills HSS • Thread Chasers 

* All British Cycle Threads Available 
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Tracy Tools Ltd 

Tap & Die Specialist, Engineer Tool Supplies 


GENUINE SUZUKI PARTS 
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FRANCO S 

MOTORBIKES 

Parts for Classic, Post Classic, MAIL ORDER 
Modem, Greys, Parallels & Imports OR COLLECT 


0208 960 10OO 

www.francosmotorcycle.com 

861 Harrow Road, London NW10 5NH 


STICKNEY AUTO JUM 


2019 SUNDAY DATES: 

21st JULY, 18th AUGUST, 

15th SEPTEMBER, 20th OCTOBER 

8am start 

ALL CLASSIC VEHICLES WELCOME 

For more information call 01205 480274 

FREE CUSTOMER PARKING & ENTRY (PE22 SAG) 


ON STICKNEY CAR BOOT FIELD 



Visit our website, phone or email for a 
free catalogue 

www.vehicleproducts.co.uk 

Tel: 0115 9305454 ■ Email: sales@vehicleproducts.co.uk 
Vehicle Wiring Products, 9 Buxton Court, Manners Ind Est, 
Ilkeston, Derbyshire DE7 8EF 
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Wiring 

Products 


We supply a 

comprehensive range of 
wiring products for repair, 
modification or complete 
rewire to your classic bike. 
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CYLINDER HEAD 

Rattling top ends are either 
cam-chain wear or cams 
eating into their carriers 
The former is a relatively 
easy fix, the latter means 
potentially huge expense. 


GARBS 



Bikes left standing will have 
gummed-up carbs that will 
needs serious cleaning. 
Check diaphragms of CV 
carps for holes. 


EXHAUST 

SYSTEM 

Hard to find NOS 
replacements and, to be 
honest, a less restrictive 
pipe should unleash some 
extra power. 







Honda’s last ditch, pre Super Dream, 
twins can make for a low-cost classic 







































ENGINE 

Tough and reliable if serviced 
properly, the centrifugal oil filter 
needs to be cleaned regularly, 


BRAKES 

The pivoting front 
caliper mechanism 
isn't the best 
design and needs 
careful setting up 
and maintenance. 


CHASSIS 

Look for rot in all the hard 
to clean places, as most CJs 
have led hard lives. 


TANK 

Check for leaks and corrosion, 
The fuel tap is a riveted 
one-piece design and not 
supposed to be repairable. 


A s the 1970s rolled on it was very obvious to 
Honda’s competitors that The Big Aitch has 
lost the plot. 

The majority of its motorcycle range was firmly 
anchored to the bedrock of 1960’s R&D. The firm 
had rapidly risen from quirky, small bike specialists 
to become the world’s number one suppliers of 
powered two-wheelers and they had a game plan 
larger than their rivals: Honda wanted to be all 
things to all men and women. Having aced every 
motorcycle manufacturer they were (by then) looking 
to become a global player on four wheels as well as 
two, which was a grand aspiration to have providing 
you don’t let your existing customers down. 

Honda had stood the learner market upside down 
with its seminal CB72 back in 1960 and had carried 
on grabbing the lion’s share of that lucrative 
sub-sector with the introduction K-series twins. O 
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IT'S MY BIKE: 

Peter 

March 

I'm a born again 
biker who never 
passed his test so 
after I finally did get 
a full licence I didn't 
want anything too 
big; just something 
larger than my 
Yamaha RS, yet still 
manageable. The CJ 
came up on eBay in 
Leeds for £2700, 
but l eventually 
managed to get it 
for just £1200! I rode 
it back home to the 
Black Country and it 
never missed a 
beat; in fact, it 
never has and has 
been 100% reliable. 
When l first 
purchased it five 
years ago it had only 
2000 miles on the 
clock and I've added 
another three to 
that. Typical Honda, 
it starts on the 
button, runs like a 
watch and makes 
no unnecessary 
noises. Whenever I 
park it up it 
immediately 
attracts a crowd, 
probably because 
you see so few CJs 
these days, it's not 
going to be sold any 
time soon! 


r i 

What to buy and how much to pay 

Firstly avoid customised versions at all costs. Such treatment not only de-values the bike, but 
generally disposes of all the hard to find parts. CJs thus customised are often marketed at a 
premium that’s totally beyond their true worth and value, when you see running, standard CJs up 
for around a grand it's hard to comprehend how several boxes of dubious accessories can add 
another £5000 to the bottom line! Project CJs start as low as a £200-250 with a complete non-runner 
to around £500-£750. Decent, authentic, running originals with patina begin at £1000 and generally 


don't breast the £1500 tape. Mint examples, if 
they exist, are unlikely to be much more than 
£2500, simply because it's not exactly a coveted 
model. In CJ world it's very much a buyers' 
market! what would we go for? As there’s little 
if any real price difference between the 250 or 
360, we'd plumb for a 360 in red, but with a less 
restrictive pipe; that way the old girl might 
actually regain some of her va-va-voom. 


> Cheaper to make and more profitable, the CB250 
and its 350 brother were serious breadwinners 
worldwide. The quarter litre proved to be hugely 
popular in Europe and the 350 became one of the 
firm's best-sellers Stateside. Unfortunately, the likes 
of Suzuki and Yamaha had top-end machinery in the 
same areas and had finally sorted out their 
distributor networks, allowing them to be a serious 
and consistent threat to Honda, 

By 1971 the CB250 K-series was starting to look 
old alongside the likes of Suzuki’s Super Six and 
Yamaha’s YDS7. With little in reserve Honda had one 
last throw of the dice, delivering what was in 
essence a disc-braked K model sold as the 
CB250G/350G, which was poorly received, This led 
Honda to rush through the CB250/360 G5 series, 
which were essentially all new designs. Aesthetically 
fresh and bright in comparison to the rather porcine 
K twins, the G models only met with limited 
success. By the mid-1970s Honda was in serious 
trouble if it wanted to invest brand loyalty in new 
riders, which beggars their next move... the 
supposedly infamous CJ series! 

If ever a bike was a last-ditch effort it was surely 
the CJ250T and its 360T sibling. Honda was 
grasping at straws by now and taking any crumb of 
comfort they could. The CJ was essentially a 
stripped back G model with a sleek tank, satin black 
side-panels, a funky tail piece and an odd-looking 
2-1 exhaust system. The look was more home 
workshop than corporate and rapidly earned itself 
mocking comments. 

In reality the bike was following the same styling 
lines as some of the larger Honda fours and 
supposedly redolent of the sublime 400/4; it was a 
look that you either loved or hated, and that huge 
OEM silencer was a source of constant ridicule. 

Despite all of this and more the bike was actually 
a significant revision of the G series models and, in 



Clocks are classic Honda. 


typically perverse Japanese style, was arguably the 
best of the post K-series range. Honda had invested 
substantially in the bike’s chassis to a point where 
several UK bike mags actually referred to it as 
’possibly the best handling Honda twin to date’. 

And yet the CJs were obviously being made down to 
a price. One issue noted on ail the CJs was that the 
silencer definitely muted both the exhaust noise and 
the bike’s latent potential. The transmission had 
reverted to five ratios rather than the G-series’ six 
and that long-time Honda signature that was the 
electric starter had been dropped. That the bike was 
an overall improvement in comparison to both the 
last K-series and outgoing G range was never in 
doubt, but it was all too little, too late. Honda's 
250cc twins were totally out of step with everything 
else. The CJs were the final stop-gap in what had 
been an ever widening pond of mediocrity when 
compared to the competition’s two strokes, and yet 
corporate pride was about to be saved by the 
soon-to-be-unveiled Dream and Super Dream; the 
latter to become Britain’s best-selling 250. 

So if the CJ250/360s have such a negative vibe, 
why would you want one now? They are sufficiently 
different to be able to stand out in a crowd; a 
four-stroke in a sea of quarter litre stinkwheels; 
reliable because of the name on the tank; 
surprisingly economical; and still not exactly 
expensive. Cheap Japanese classics are now few and 
far between, and given that you are hardly likely to 
be racing an RD250/400 away from the lights, they 
actually make for a good left-field choice, c mm 


RIGHT: Original 
exhausts are pretty 
rare these days. 
















SPECIFICATION 


§cD£HHKI]T £ 

(c! c 0g(=3[Q;)'ip 


ENGINE TYPE 


Air-cooled, four-stroke, twin 
cylinder, two-valve per 
cylinder 


CAPACITY 


249CC (357CC) 


BORE X STROKE 


56,0mm x 50.60mm 
(67.0mm x 50.6mm) 


COMPRESSION RATIO 


9,51:1 (9.3:1) 


CLAIMED POWER 


340 hp @ 9000rprr 

msm 

N/A 


IGNITION 


Points & coil 

vmnnsm 

2 x Keitiin cv 

iMH.miMfi 

5-speed 


BRAKES 


260mm disc (F), sls drum 
(R) 


TYRES 


3.00 X 18(F)/ 3.50 X 18 (R) 
162kg/l80lb(l63kg/359ld) 
1374mm (54.1") 
2075mm (81.7") 
790mm (31 3") 
762mm (30.0") 

3,0 gallons (14.0 Itrs) 


■ www.cmsnl.com 

■ David Silver Spares 

■ eBay 

■ VJMC.COM 

■ Facebook 


PARTS & SERVICES 
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Suzuki GSF600 Bandit part 1 


Grizzled and aging 
rocker meets grizzled 
and aging bike! 


Back in the saddle 


Meet CMM staffer Mike Cowton and read about how a grizzled old Rocker suddenly 
became all mod(ern) and bought an old Bandit! 


1 

1 

remember fondly the days when the 
family was living in married quarters at 
Hendon Aerodrome. 

The perimeter track was the perfect 

Marlon Brando and James Dean. 

At weekends my friends and 1 would 
straddle our motley collection of Bantams, 
Commandos and Bonnevilles, The mam 


proving ground for a novice motorcyclist, 

concern for injury was to our ankles when 


with zero traffic, potholes for roundabouts 

kick-starting our machines, as some had a 


and the occasional rabbit a disconcerting 

tendency to spring back with such force as 


presence. Whilst my father would 

to damage the ankle bone. 


commute to his post at the Ministry of 

We would head along the Edgware Road, 


Defence in Whitehall, 1 had been shipped 

'accidentally* knocking over any scooters 


off to boarding school. 

Returning home on the occasional 

that were parked up, especially hunting 
down those resplendent with multiple 


weekend, I would change from coat-tails 

lights and rear-view mirrors. What was that 


and straw boater to ice-blue jeans and 

all about? Whilst the Mods would flog to 


chunky boots, white T-shirt and white silk 

clubs to watch The Who and The Small 


scarf, the archetypical rebel with a cause. 

Faces, we would OD on The Rolling Stones 


1 had acquired my leather jacket from a 

and The Grateful Dead. 


friend. Black, with ripped red silk lining, 

Breaking ranks from the establishment 


1 adorned it with metal studs and chains. 

was de rigueur. It was fun to be a part of 


Flipping the collar up and coughing 

the Rocker fraternity, that curious British 


profusely as 1 hung a No.6 cigarette 

youth subculture, within which its 


from the corner of my mouth, 1 reckoned 

long-haired, arrogant, brutalist members 


1 was a dead-ringer for my anti-heroes 

revelled in being perceived as unruly 


troublemakers, cruising through the 
underbelly of society where morality was 
a dirty word. 

I know it sounds churlish and 
desperately ungrateful, but when my father 
surprised me with a new bike, 
mortification set in. To this day I cannot 
recall its manufacturer: only that it looked 
like some weird manifestation of a 
Lambretta. And that was the last bike 
I was to own. 

With my two-wheeled adventures at an 
end, my wife had decided to clear out the 
downstairs cupboard, my leather jacket 
being surplus to requirements. With no 
compromise, either the battered jacket 
went in the bin. or there would be 
ructions. So, my dear friends, with the 
wife ejected with the garbage, the leather 
jacket survived. 

So now we fast toward to recent times, 
when I joined Mortons as production editor 
of seven of its bike titles, including CMM. 
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Small bike meets average man. What if Bertie was on it? 
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Thrust back into the world of speed and 
f leisure of an alien nature, I was hooked. I 
say alien, because the world, and 
motorbikes, have changed immeasurably. 
Today's machines appear somewhat more 
clean and streamlined and menacing and 
terrifying to ride, so just what was I 
thinking when I mentioned to the editorial 
team about the possibility of re-visiting my 
youth on one of these monsters? 

I am worried about the future. Not 
exactly regarding the damage I might do to 
my body, although that has to be a 
consideration, but more my mind. What if 
I love the experience all over again? What 
if I want to buy one? Yes, there will be 
room in the garage, but for the foreseeable 
future I would need to stop the weekly 
food run, stop buying designer clothes, 
stop dining in posh restaurants, and not 
book any more cruises. But then, after all 
that, after a few years I would be much 
thinner and crinklier, and a miserable old 
sod, and Suzuki or Yamaha or Honda or 
Kawasaki would have to employ a hoist to 
lift me on or off, for fear that I might spill 
sideways and break my coccyx, and that 
would mean even more additional cover on 
the insurance policy, 

I had been thinking about a traditional 
cruiser, fearful that the editors might line 
me up for an arranged marriage with a 
bike that is innovative and dynamic, 
seductive and ridiculously sexy, of 
blistering performance and razor-sharp 
responsiveness, all neatly wrapped up in a 
ridiculously gorgeous exterior. 

I had, understandably, also been 


desperate to smooth out my nerves, whilst 
realising full well that a motorbike equates 
to an awful lot of power, and believe me 
when I tell you, it’s been an age since I 
last had something hot and throbbing 
between my legs. 

What if ! made a complete prat of 
myself (likely)? What if I fell off (highly 
likely)? What if I completely bottled it and 
threw a sicky (sounds like a plan}? 

Sometimes it is curious how events 
unfold in one's favour. Quite by chance, in 
the bike garage here at Mortons lay a 
slumbering Suzuki GSF6QQ Bandit, 
unloved, forlorn, shrouded in a dusty grey 
cover, the bike never having seen daylight 
for months, it had been purchased cheaply 
by a trio of bike editors who had fancied 
partaking in a spot of moto gymkhana, So 


they had set about the bike, stripping it of 
pretty much everything you would need for 
the road except for the rear brake, as that 
was a legal prerequisite for competition 
rules. They replaced the tank and seat 
with some old ones that they had hanging 
around, and also mounted crash bars in 
anticipation of the occasional spill, such is 
the thrill of this oddball sport, 

Anyway, I imagine that after a summer 
of fun, they had become bored with the 
whole idea, because the bike had been 
abandoned for the foreseeable, Then one 
day the lightbulb moment struck. As I had 
been purveying the classified pages of 
CMM, looking for a steed to suit my 
re-entry to the world of two wheels, it was 
suggested that I might like to consider 
purchasing said Bandit. Actually, I had Q 
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my eye on a Kawasaki ZZ-R600, but after a 
conversation with editor Bertie, who was 
not enamoured with the description of pics 
of said Kwak, that idea was shelved. I then 
had the offer of a Fazer 1000, but I 
thought that that might prove to be too big, 
too fast, and perhaps just too much. 

I then mentioned to Mr. B about the 
Bandit, and he said to go for it. So 1 
did. And now I own it for not a lot of 
spondulicks ((will reveal how much next 
time...) 

The bike was shipped off to a rather 
excellent home mechanic Rob Bean, who 
helps out with sister title Fast Bikes, and 
he put it all back together as it should be. 
Apart from the odd mark, it is spot on. It 
sailed through its MoT with no advisories, 
and then I spent the next couple of weeks 
sitting astride it in the garage whilst 
searches were made for the original V5. 
After much shenanigans, a new one was 
sent for via the DVLA, tax obtained, and I 
was good to go. 

Prior to the purchase, I had been on a 
couple of gentle test rides on Honda's 
latest 125cc miniature motorbike iteration 
of the original Z50 Monkey Bike, which we 
had on test. This perfectly proportioned 
diddy icon boasts a top speed of around 
SOmph, so was plenty fast enough for me. I 
found myself attracted immediately to the 
thought of riding this new-age Monkey, 
particularly as I felt some affinity to the 
original, being of similar vintage. 

My re-introduction then stepped up a 
gear as I had a new AJS Highway Star on 
test for a week. I loved its classic cruiser 
profile, it looked both mean and cool in 
black, it inspired confidence, it was fun to 
ride, it was stable, it exuded presence, and 
it was perfect for short commutes and 
gentle weekend rides in the countryside. 

In a roundabout way the Highway Star 
would be akin to purchasing a cheap 
holiday home, something that you would 
happily return to on occasion and enjoy for 
all the right reasons. So thumbs up to AJS 
for opening the doors to those budget- 
conscious riders that hanker after a touch 
of vintage-style looks, tradition and cultural 
heritage, and are happy to rustle up around 
three grand for the privilege of washing and 


waxing, and firing up for those weekend 
sunset rides along the byways and 
boulevards. Because this is the type of bike 
upon which you would want to grab a selfie 
on a lonely country road and post it on 
social media, it's that cool. 

This man wrote biographies on 
The Pet Shop Boys and Level 
42. Honest! Looking good 
Mikey C... 


Rather than face the realisation of what 
nature chose to dish out, many of us place 
pressures on ourselves to remain forever 
young, whether it be through the cars we 
drive, the bikes we ride, the food we don't 
eat, the drinks we avoid, the clothes we 
wear, or the expensive moisturiser we use. 

I shall call it the Dorian Gray complex, 
where beauty is the only aspect of life 
worth pursuing. 

Trying to look perfect, however, is 
impossible, although the creators of 
today’s retro bikes give it a jolly good go. 
So, thank you, Suzuki and Honda and 
AJS, for actually making me feel good 
about ageing, proving that no matter the 
years, riding can still be tun and 
addictive, and help to stem, at least for a 
fleeting moment, time’s erosion of what 
we all know is an unstoppable process. 
And now my time begins with Suzuki’s 
Bandit 600. cmm 
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To advertise in classifiedmechanics 
contact Rob 
Call: 01507 529575 
Email: rbee@mortons.co.uk 


BIKE STANDS M BLAST CLEANING 



NEW PRODUCTS 


fiUX&Vxo uk 


Holding your 
motorcycle safely 



tel: 01604 845050 
sales@bumpstop.co.uk 


BLAST CLEANING 


BLASTWORX 

KIRKCALDY - FIFE 

Vapour Blasting 
Dry Blasting 
Ultrasonic Cleaning 

01592 654173 - 
07824340491 
www.blastworx.co.uk 



■ ■■■■■■■ ■ a urn mu u ill ■ ■ * ■ a 

V 
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VAPOUR BLASTING 


• ULTRASONIC CLEANING 

1 VAPOUR BLASTING 

1 High Quality ■ Quick turnaround service 


J Email: fandj hal 1 iw e 1 1 # btcon net t.c o m 
■ www.Qmotorcycles.co.uk 

| Tel/Fax: Q1695 722004 

i Mob: 07778 339841 

t \ UratUWi^n Rotd S*drn*t*dak= Una WHS SNB 

I 1 
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BRAKES/CLUTCHES 


GOLDBURN FINISHERS LIMITED 

Units 1 & 2, Broxhead Industrial Estate, Lindford, Borden. Hampshire GU35 OJX 

Tel. 01420 477696 and 01420 476652 Tax. 01420 478151 

South of England, Established in 1981 over 33 years of experience 

SPECIALIST IN MOTORCYCLE PARTS VINTAGE AND CLASSIC 



Before 


Aqua Blasting and 
Powder Coating 
Services 



After 


Friendly Service Guaranteed Delivery service if required 

CONTACT; MATTHEW GOLDBURN OR KATE WAV 


w w w.gol d burnt ini shers .co.uk 


RLASTOEAflmRS 

Established since 1964 

VAPOUR BLASTING - Bead, Grit and Shot Blasting are 

our specialities. 

Professionals at what we do with a wealth of experience in 
aggressive and non-aggressive surface iinishing. 

If it’s a Motorcycle we can do it - regardless of model 
FAST TURNAROUND - HIGH QUALITY WORKMANSHIP 

Telephone 0118 975 0289 

306 Old Whitley Wood Lane, Shinfietd, Reading RG2 8QD,. . . 

Junction 11-M 4 , 

RJ>. COX AND SON 

Specialists in Motorcycles 




CLASSIC VEHICLE BRAKE CENTRE 

BRAKE REBUILDS CARRIED OUT FOR ALL CLASSIC VEHICLES 


MASTER CYLINDERS 
SLAVE CYLINDERS 
WHEEL CYLINDERS 
SERVOS 
CALIPERS 

STAINLESS STEEL RESLEEVING 


FLEXIBLE BRAKE HOSES 
RIGID BRAKE PIPES 
UNIONS & FITTINGS 
WATER PUMPS REBUILT 
BRAKE SHOES RELINED 
SEALS AND REPAIR KITS 


MAIL ORDER. REBUILD & RETURN SERVICE. EST: I9B8 
HUGE STOCKS OF NEW AND RECONDITIONED COMPONENTS 

TFi 01284 750729 I M \!i resumedpasrparlxco.uk WEB; www.paslparts.co.uk 


BREAKING 


Breaking/ s Point 


The North's Biggest Bike Breaks 



10 Cabels Lane, Tarry 
Motorcycle Sole* A Salvage Aberdeen AB11 9AD 

OVER 250 TONS OF 2ND hand STOCK "80 S BIKES & SUPERBIKES OUR SPECIALITY' 1 

ALL MAKES/MODELS COVERED FROM 70 S ONWARD 
MOP EDS -* MISSILES, CUSTOMS -*■ COMMUTERS 

H&fltfys reguSiiiif imported Item Florida wtiO&iiti 
Owwr 75 u"£6-c* Dikes toi sale a I inf frrw, reparrabfes. B*H c/^siics, Command A Qrufxm, 

OPEN A DAYS A WEEK 10 . 30 AM 

PHONE 01224 899228 www.breaklngpoint.co.uk 



CARBURETTORS 



■» j£| AQUA BLAST UK 

(CAMBRIDGE) LTD 

www.aquablast.uk.com 


info@aquablast.uk.com 


Bringing Parts and Components back to an as new condition 


Mob. 07885 881008 
07841 470868 

workshop 01638 781882 




aprilia 

BMW 

bimotci 

CAGtVA 

DUCATI 


MOTORCYCLE CARBURETTOR 
REPAIR SPECIALIST 

DIAPHRAGMS 

KEISTER 


NEW 

ENGINE OIL 
SEAL KITS 


CARB PARTS and KITS 
FUEL TAP KITS 
INLET RUBBERS 
ENGINE OIL SEAL KITS 
Mikuni • Teikei • Keihin 

OBO E300® OQ 


Kawasaki 

MuZ i3m 


Call 10.30am-6pm 

0161 832 8646 

NEW WEB SHOP * VISIT NOW 


20X9 


VISA 


TRIUMPH 

YAMAHA 

NEW ADDRESS 
NRP Garbs, 7 Park Street, 
Off Cheetham Hill Road, 
Manchester M3-1EU 
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CHROMING 
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CARBURETTORS 







MOTORCYCLES 


Tel. 01277 374988 


Unit C, Freeze Hall Farm, Coxtie Green Road, 
Brentwood, Essex, CM14 5RE. 


Ultra Sonic Carburettor 
Cleaning & Repair Specialists 


* Servicing, Repairs & MoTs 
-Classic Jap Bike Specialist 

■ Performance Parts 
Sr Accessories 


♦ Clothing & Accessories 
-Over 40 Years Experience 
-Tyres, Battery & Service Items I 

* Muc Off* Amljassador Dealer 5 


■ Email: info@sdmcs.co.uk $*' www.sanddmotorcyclesltd.co.uk 



ULTRASONIC 
CARBURETTOR CLEANER 




Buy yours 
from only 
£134.99 


Ultrasonic Carburettor 
cleaning in just 
20 minutes. 



www.BestUltrasonic.co.uk 
Tel: 01706 950112 




Vapourworx 


Located in South Derbyshire 


Carburettor ifSP 

restorations 

Ultrasonic \i0r 

cleaning I-11- 

Workshop: 01283 225233 Mobile: 07976 387057 
Web: www.vapourworx.co.uk 


CHROMING 


r 



Chrome Restoration Specialists 


Triple Plating to the Highest Contours Standard 

VINTAGE - CLASSIC - CUSTOM BIKES 


- Exhausts Chromed 

- Petrol Tanks Repaired 8t Chromed 

i B rig ht N it he I Plating 

- Dull Nickel Plating 

* Re Silvering 

- Hard Chroming & Grinding 

* Du II Chram ing of Carbu retlor Bod i es 

- Sateen Chroming Kick Starts 


* Bright Zinc Plating 

■ Cadmium look Electroplated Nuts/Bolts 

* Bla ck & Colour Zinc Pi atfng 
» Pol Ished Al ly' Engine Ca ses 

- Mirror Polishing Stainless Steel Exhausts 

* Vapour/Bead Blasting Ally' Engine Cases 

* U Itra Son k Carburettor Clea n ing 


All Work is fully Guaranteed - Mail Order Service including Europe & USA 



After Care Products & Instructions * Free & Friendly Advice 


01303 257 187 

www.chromerestoratioit5pecialist.co.uk 


Co me & see us at work - Central Engineering Design Ltd 

Units 5-6, Worth Close Busings Centra, Shorndiffe, Folkeston e , Kent, CT20 3UH ^ 

Mun-f ri &PP-5. IQ - Must Sats to 1 


Motorcycle Forks Re-Chroming 

www.rechromeforks.co.uk 

Re-Chroming only £145.00 per pair 
Proven to be better than buying new 
Straightening, Re-Chroming, Full Fork repair service 

Ring 01270 763032 for advice or to discuss your requirements 
or email: enquiries@rechromeforks.co.uk 


Quality Chrome Ltd 

SPECIALISING IN NICKEL, COPPER, CHROME, 
GOLD PLATING, FULL METAL POLISHING SERVICE, 
MOTORCYCLE EXHAUST SILENCERS, 
ELECTRO PLATING Of STEEL, COPPER, BRASS 
_ AND MOST ALLOYS, | 

There are many Chrome Platers - but few can 
actually deliver the goods. We Can! FAC T 

We can shave your parts collected from your door on 
next dgy delivery anywhere in the UK. 

Phone today for friendly advice. Don’t throw money 
at your motorcycle without thinking about It. 
Consult the expert in this field. 

ALL WORK IS CARRIED OUT BY OURSELVES IN 
OUR FULLY EQUIPPED PLATING PLANT. 
UNITS 1 St 2, MALTON STREET, WITH AM r HULL 
EAST YORKSHIRE HU3 1 BA 

TEL: 01482 589838 

ju Email: salesi.iJiquaJ itych to me,to. uk _ 
W Website: www.qualitycliroiTie.qQ.uk l£t 


CLOTHING 


COMPRESSORS 




1000s of Classic Bi 

_^ ft f WDH ^anyals^^^ _ 

~m i I 


Books TT P roducte Mug$ T-shirts Helmets £it 

www.classic-motorcvcles.co.uk Tel: 01624 814231 


DEALER DIRECTORY 


OXFORD CLASSIC HONDA 


Visit our website on: www.classichondamotorcycles.co.uk 


1957 BSA Ba ntem DO military replica, rune El 295 
1975 HONDA CB200 wary orng oandtlion, runs wall. C1J395 


1980 HQNOA CB258 RSA runs well MOT.£1095 

1979 HONOA CB65QZ, rare bike.. £1799 

1975 HONDA CB75QF2 original. lengthy StorAyo .... E2B95 

1990 HONDA CBH1800F clean end (idy, MOT. £1295 

1977 HONOA CD 176 runs well, long storage. £1095 

1B7-& HONDA CJ25JQT vary Original.. £1995 

1969 HONDA CL 125A very pretty example E235Q 


1983 HONDA CL25Q3 good conflilion. £2250 

1977 HONDA GL1000 Plain Jana US Imparl.. £2795 

1982 HONDA GX 509 EURO, sound bike rune £1295 
1980 HONDA CX500 German import, fairing El395 


1991 HONDA CK580S runs wul.£1795 

1995 HONDA Magna 50 mte Unto hike, .El395 

1969 HONDA P50, long storage, vgc...,£996 

1974 HONDA PC50 long Starape, rghfi 1lfi&.£675 

1959 JAMES COMET runs well ...... .. £1250 

1983 KAWASAKI GPZ 750 At, very original £2250 


1989 K AWASA K1 K H125 lidy runs welt . 

£1295 

1974 M2 ESI 75 Trophy very original.. 

... £1295 

1977 SUZUKI A5Q K good runner.... 

... £2250 

1976 SUZUKI 0120 cafe racer, rune well. 

£1395 

1981 SUZUKI G565QGT, tidy example. 

£1495 

1878 SUZUKI GS750D Dutch import. 

... £1095 

1992 SUZUKI Q5XR750, rune Fine . 

£1595 

2095 SUZUKI Vanuan 125 great fun, Imparl . . 
1969VELOGETTE LE slang BnO rides. 

£1295 

£1350 

1981 YAMAHA DT8D vary lidy, MOT. 

... £1595 

1982 YAMAHA DT125 MK, nicely restore 

1985 YAMAHA RD-12SLC running projed. 

E2250 

£1395 

1980 YAMAHA RG125 Gemma, Dutch Impart..... 
1991 YAMAHA SRK 490 runs well, lung MOT... 

1988YAMAHA XJ900 long MOT .. ...... ,.. 

£1495 

,,,.£1295 
... £1250 

197B YAMAHA XS250 long storage, tow mileage 
1991 YAMAHA YB100, reatiy good condition,. . 
19*3 YAMAHA Y 03 250 rare reefcraUon project 

.. ..£095 
£1350 
.. £1050 


TELEPHONE: 01865 326358 MOBILE: 07790 269020 
CLASSIC JAPANESE MOTORCYCLES BOUGHT AND SOLD 
PX ALWAYS WELCOME, MANY JAP SPARES IN STOCK 


DYNO SERVICES 




Tel: 01183 110816 / 07870 771723 
Email: meltedsliders@sky.com * * 
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ELECTRICAL 




ENAMELLING/POWDER COATING 


HONDA SUZUKI YAMAHA KAWASAKI 




THE IGNITION 


REPAIR SPECIALIST 

Ignition stator repairs lor mintage 
and modem road bikes. 
Rewound to heavier duty* 
Regulators supplied. 

FAST, FRIENDLY SERVICE, 
WWW. we stcpu nfcryw i nd ings.co.uk 
Unit S & 7, Kingston* Farm, 

Matching Green, H arlow, Esse* CM 17 ORB 

TEL: 01279 731172 



Unlike our competition, 
we do not paint garden chairs or 
office furniture. So you can be 
sure we will not just rush your 
valuable parts through with some 
industrial job lot. 

UK collection & delivery service. 


QUALITY IS MOT EXPENSIVE IT IS PRICELESS 


Unit 3. Brad ware Industrial Park, 
Harris Street, Bingley. BD16 1AE 

01274 562474 5JKS 


Visit our website 

www.Triple-S.CO.uk 


ELECTRICAL 



www.rexs-speedshop.coin 


Lucas Rita Revival Service 

-PM6A6 Diode packs 
*V" m -All new electronics 

-New pick-ups 



Specialist Rewinds, Electronics & Ignition Experts 




Magneto HTcoils rewound - Electronic Ignitions - Alternators repaired 

/M^ Tl Stator Kits 

m h 

AGM Battery Specialist 


Tel: 01580 880768 More than just rewinds! 


www.alans-electrics.co.uk 

Japanese motorcycle wiring loom assembly 1960's, 70's, 80's 
Time to replace that old tied electrical harness? 

Duplication & repair service - all assembled within the UK 
Post to: Alan Lowe 21 Wauerley Road, Swinton, Manchester M27 4JB UK 


Email alan@alanselectrics.co.uk 
Text or call 07562 117 540 (workshop) 0161 737 2057 (evening) 


ENAMELLING/POWDER COATING 


West Sussex 

Powder Coal ■ Stove Enamel 
2 Pack Colours & Metal lies 
Fine Grade Grit Bias!in g 
Iron Phosphate Pre-Treatment 
Arrfi Corrosive Zinc Pri mer - Vintage to Modem 
Frames-Tanks-WTieels etc 

Vulcan Stove Enamelling Ltd 

197j 

01903 770287 

www.vulcanse.com 


-1 REDDITCH 
KSHOTBLASTING LTD 
& POWDERCOATING 

Established 1975 
Specialists in shot & bead 
blasting and powder coating 
on all motorcycle components 
- veteran, vintage, classic. 
Top quality finishing and 
attention to detail are our 
priority. 

01527 529659 
www. re dd itchs h otbl a st mg. co.uk 

Email: S3 les@redd M chshot b l a slin g. co. uk 


MERSEYSIDE 

Top quality powder coatings, 

Quick turnaround.. Grit & bead blasting, 

2 pack finishing, Alloy & stainless welding 
& polishing, Vintage & Classic specialists 

ELITE ENGINEERING & 
POWDER COATINGS 

UNIT 6j THE BOX WORKS, HEYSHAM ROAD, 
AlNTREE, LIVERPOOL, MERSEYSIDE LJfl 6UR 
TEL 01 Si 5242838 ■eepdhotmail.co.uk 


SPECIAL OFFER 

FRAME and SWINGARM 

any sire shot Wasted and polyester powder coated, 
followed by hot coat 


HIGH GLOSS BLACK from £S0 +VAT 


focher colours Available) 

MICROBLAST POWDER COATING 
Old Yard Workshop 
Arthur Road, Windsor SL4 I5E 

IS mms front Jtredon IS M25 & 5 irans fopm junction 6 W4 


^^TiUOI7I3fllOI4S^ 

Powder Coating & 
Shot Blasting 

- All Metal Work - 

07943 849509 

Motion Industrial & Custom Coolings 

Unit 6 Brook Court, Amber Drive, 
Langley Mill, Nottingham NG164BE 
www.morton i nd ustri a Icoat i ngs ,eo.u k 


ENGINEERING 





* t REWINDS & REPAIRS 

k" MAGNETOS * DYNAMOS * ARMATURES 

k P -- 


3 year warranties on fully reconditioned units 
In house winding facilities 
Fast turnaround 


- —* 

Not just E3L's. 
M01 & K2F’s 


Armoto Ltd Tel: 01246 826667 

Unit 26, Markham Lane Commerce Park, Chesterfield Derbs S44 5HS 

armoto.co.uk email: sales@armoto.co.uk 


WSA 


UFn 


SUPPLIES QUALITY THREAD REPAIR KITS, INSERTS AND 
INSERT TAPS IN BSC, BSF B$W, BA, UNF, UNC & METRIC. 

BY SPEEDY MAIL ORDER SERVICE. 

WE ALSO STOCK QUALITY TAPS, DIES, REAMERS, DRILLS, ETC. 

jiffe WWW.UNI-THREAD.COM 
WpLj CALL 01803 867832 Or Fax 01803 867982 
for your free catalogue 

CARBON STEEL TAPS & DIES NOW AVAILABLE 
20% OFF ALL CARBON TAPS. 30% OFF ALL CARBON DIES 

awwo w o w ooowwoowww w wwoo w wwa 
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ENGINEERING M PARTS AND SPARES 


Howard 


01753 525549 
www. h thowa rd.co. u k 


.C«»»n.l*M' Hea “ .vJSJSjJwn™. 

. Thread Rep ** 5 . * * ^Cutting 

. CrankshaftG***™*- ^ A /f A ° ED Co NVE <i S j ONS 

. bushes Fitted & Homed Am* Weldiws/f^ REPAjfts 


Specialist Engine 
Machining 
Services - Classic 
British, Japanese, 
European and 
American 



LUBRICANTS & FUEL TREATMENTS 


PARTS AND SPARES 


SUZUKI 


www.crooks-suzuki.co.uk 

Su$u&£ ^eatenA &£*ce, 

Tel: 01229 822120 
email: parts@crooks-suauki.com 


36-44 Creffin Street, 
Barrow-in-Furness LA 14 1 DY 


PARTS AND SPARES 


CyBike.co.uk 

Vintage Japanese Motorcycle Parts 


Classic Japanese New Restoration and 
Modified Special Project Parts... Plus much more... 

www.cybike.co.uk 


+44(0)1609 773 486 info@cybike.co.uk 


COMETTC 




Mmm D I D 





l/esrah 


BRAKES 


NGK 


Brought to you by the folks at RoproductlonDecais 



* Boity Panels 

* Brake Parts 

* Piston Kits 

• Bearings/Seais 

*tmusts 

* Handtebm/Grips 

* Seat Covers 

* Ignition Parts 

* Graphics 

• EfeMcaf Parts 

* Badges 

* Gaskets 

* Cables 

& Much More 

* Card Kits 

WORLDWIDE 


Email: 

satas&rBproituctfottifBcs is. com 


SHIPPING 


pqCffaTj 


Genuine. Replica and Performance 

SHOPPING CART FOR 


Large selection of parts 
for Kawasaki Triples, 
Z1 and others. 


PETROL TANKS ■ PARTS AND SPARES 



Traditional Craftmanship in Sheet Metal 

We repair or re-manufacture anything in 
sheet metal or tube. 

* Chainguartfs * Toolboxes * Rear Carriers 
* Car Body Panels * Chassis ■ Bumpers 
We also manufacture a range of spares for 
James ML £ RE flying Fleas. 

Metal Magic, Busts Farm, The Maws, 
Brlckhouse Hill, Eversley, Hants RG27 GPY 

Email: mota II cl@yahoo, eo.uk 
Tel 01 IBS 731 631 
WWW.herlta 9 frmoiorworks.CO.Uk 


iyny v r H'nr;i7r ( „ 

mm kip v. rf'o v m ijicgsp n f es.mu x 

suzukiusedspares.com 

07900 362809 

MAKE THIS YOUR FIRST CALLI 
Racks £t racks of goad used spares 
for 4 stroke models 400cc plus. 

Q S550/650/750/850/ T 000/ 1 10, 
GSXR7 50/1100 65X600/750/1100, 
Katana 550/650/1100 RF600/900 
Bandit 400/600/1200 
DYNA IGNITIONS Et COILS, PERFORMANCE 
^ ENGINE COMPONENTS IN STOCK 
Callers by appointment or fast mail order 



rT^ 

I f II i 


AUTHOfUSED 

PARTS 

DEALER 


Unit 4 Victoria Street 
Industrial Estate, 
Leigh, Lancashire 
WN7 5SE, England 
E-mail: zaz-power, co.uk 
Teh +44 (0)1942 262864 
Fax: +44 (0)1942 670816 


PLASTIC REPAIRS 



> Over 50 years experience 
Repairs 
* Alterations 
Materials 


m LN69SQ 

Phone for details 

07544 320150 



VAPOUR BLASTING 

Vapour Blasting 

Based in 
Highbridge 
Somerset, 
we offer 
a friendly, 
fast , reliable 
service 

Visit us at 

www.aiphaaquablasting.com 
www.alphaclassicmotorcycles.uk 
Phone 01278 218090 

Unit 6, Oaktree Park, Highbridge, 
Somerset, TA9 4HA 



RADIATOR 



West Mercia Radiators 0121-556-4142 

«Y __ 


• West Mercia Radiators are proud to be one of the UK's fastest 
growing experts in the repair, re-coreing and oil cooiing of 
practically all and any type of motorbike radiators 

• We can have it fixed and back to you as good as new within 
7-10 days 

• Our prices are shockingly competitive, and are far cheaper 
than buying a new one from a dealer, or even second hand. 

West Mercia Radiators 

63 Holyhead Road. Wodnesbuiy. Wool Midlands WS10 7PA 

www.westmerclaradiators.co.uk 


SEATS 


SPECIALISTS IN AUTHENTIC JAPANESE SEAT RESTORATIONS 
FULL SEAT AND SEAT BASE RESTORATION SPECIALISTS 
WE ALSO SU PPLY EXACT SEAT REPLICA FOAMS 


The home of motorcycle spike strip for the restoration of old seat bases 
01543 274176 / 07767 880812 www.pandkdasskbikes.co.uk 
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MOTORCYCLE SEAT RENOVATION SERVICE 

SUPPLIERS OF NEW SEATS FOR MOST BRITISH CLASSIC BIKES 
LOOSE COVERS & FOAMS SUPPLIED 

Please phone for details and price list 

R.k. LEIGHTON 

Unit 2, Partridge Court, Price Street, Birmingham B4 6JZ 
Tel: 0121 359 0514 Fax: 0121 333 3130 
Email: inro@rk-ieighton.cn.uk www.rk-leighton.co.uk 




BIKER'S 

TOOLBOX 


for slices 

_SNf 

get the right tools forthe job 
RUN BY BIKERS FOR BIKERS 

www. h*k#rstnol bov.rn.n k 



Alpha Classic Motorcycles 

Specialists in 70's, 80 J s & 90's Japanese Classics 

f 

MOT's, Repairs & Servicing ^ 

- 4// Makes & Models jyjL 

Engine Rebuilds ’ jjfc 1 \ 

Full Restorations 


Unit 6, Oaktree Park, Bristol Road, Edith mead, Highbridge, Somerset TA9 4HA 
Tel: 01278 238090 / 07516 188848 

www.alphaclasskmotorcydes.com e: alphaclassics@yahoo.co.uk 


SHOCK ABSORBERS M SPEEDOMETERS 


NEW SHOCKS FOR 
YOUR CLASSIC 

Specialised shocks for most 
road and off road pa [ r 

bikes from only Im m O inclusive 

NJB SHOCKS 

Teh 07788 718163 

w ww.nj bsh acks.c o.u h 
*! norman @ njbsh ocks.co.uk 



Japanese, German & Italian 
Speedometers & Rev Counters 
Repaired & restored to as new condition 

PETER BOND 

31 Avington Grove, London SE20 8RY 
Tel 020 8289 9031 
guageman 1 @g mail.com 
www.guagerepairs.com 


STICKERS & GRAPHICS 


TRAILERS 


^ DAVE COOPER TRAILERS 

Single Bike: £329.00 
Double Bike: £399.00 
Treble Bike: £439.00 

Collapsible. Zinc plated finish , 1 



BIKE RACKS 


DELIVERY SERVICE 
AVAILABLE 


FREE UGHTBOARD & LOADING RAMP 


01732 820082 (Days) (07860) 702112 



TRANSPORT 


MOTORCYCLE COLLECTION 
& DELIVERY SERVICE 


* Nationwide a Satellite navigation systems fitting 

* Over 20 years experience thus ensuring a speedy delivery 

* Fully insured which can be tracked at any time. 

* Competitive rates • All vans are fully equipped to hold 

* Secure storage available your item securely. 

Call for details 


can ACCELERATION 

07774 964386 or 01244 532443 

www.acceleratiortcads.co.uk 


[Q] 



’A 


Add that finishing touch 
to your race replica 
or restoration 




Specialising in reproducing race & original style 
graphics no ionger available 

01502 534827 
www. a tik-graph ics. com 


// _ 


TANK REPAIRS 


Ethanol Resistant Tank Sealant 

"The Answer" to your problem! 

Tank Cara Products has worked with 
Coatings Specialists, to bring you a 
modern coating which is resistant to 
100% Ethanol Fuel. 

Sealant Remover - Rust Converter 
- SuresealTM Sealant 
Order online today! 

using secure Pay pal or Credit/Debit payment 

SAVE 20% ON COMPLETE KITS* 

Includes: Sealant Remover, Rust Converter, 

PayPal ' T3nk pre P ^ pre P ^ ancl Sureseal 

jygjj Phone me! 07834 415921 

£3 www.tankcareproducts.co.uR 


PAINTWORK 

SERVICE 

We can offer you 
a full tank repair, 
and paintwork and 
internal coating, to a 
very high standard. 

In house sand 
blasting, welding, 
plastic panel repairs. 
Phone or email 
for a quote! 


MOTORCYCLE TRANSPORT 

Collection, delivery & storage service 


Jason 07813 029875 

info@alienmotorcycles.co.uk 

www.alienmotorcydes.co.uk 

i @ s 


WEB DIRECTORY 




NS400R 
Parts & Tuning 


www.classicracereplicas.com • 07533 057474 



Touch Up Kits 
Aerosols 


Paint for 

Spray Gun Use ' V * 

Any quantity ~ •* RT < ^ * 

ZSttont up m tards w w w.bikecolours. com 


Mall Order 
Specialists 

Tell us the 

• Make 

• Year 

• Model 

Call us today 
msen 337oa 
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WEB DIRECTORY 



MOTORCYCLE CARBURETTOR 
REPAIR SPECIALIST 


NRP Garbs, 7 Park Street, Qff Clreetham Hill Road, 
ManchesterM3-1EU __ _ » __ 

0161 832 8646 VR.IPMM.WMP 


Carburettor 

Repair 

Specialist 



To advertise in the next issue 
give Rob a call on 01507 529575 


UK DISTRIBUTORS OF 

TYGA PERFORMANCE 
BODYWORK 
AND ACCESSORIES 

www.jap4performance.CDm 

TWO STROKE EXHAUSTS - Aprilia RS125 • Aprilia RS250 
* Suzuki RGV25G VJ21 & VJ22 * Honda NSR250 MCI8/21/28 
• Cagiva Mito 125 • Honda NSR125/150 

FOUR STROKE EXHAUSTS ■ Honda NC30/35 full race systems. 
Honda CBR125 * Kawasaki ZX250R Ninja * Kawasaki ER6 

Many older models catered tor, please see our website for oilier models and our package details. 

UK & Ireland Tyga importer of performance body 
work and accessories 

Contact Gavin 0161 6136600 Mob: 07919 404 734 • email: gavm@jap4pertDrmance.cnm 





C19M Honda CL72, wry 
original and unrestaferf 
bike, us^d by nty^fif few 
ttw tat S one the 
great Hortdas of the period 
until the benefit of the off 
rud iryiing for * fwlty 
comfortable ride complete 
with mirrors and indicators, 
EGCiilyuiHeabl* makinqwAy 
fur i 77 » reduced price to 
£J4«ono 

[Kalf the price of irt sport 
¥*rvon yjltr C872! Of (rii t 


1992 YAMAHA YjfTSOQ Grand PtU- Totally prlgmal 
Grand Prist race bike in perfect run m ng o ruler, rail for 
detail*, wilt take bike ui car in part exchange 


HOOI/dlprifcntM 2 TOAuio. B*jv+rful fo* mile 
car. 45.500 rn.sei Black with unmatked cream hide JuWh 
iport mode MOT, ready ft* smw, yway or parr ei dmk 
hfa.arieli4a9S 


EX ROBIN JAMES BSA 
CATALINA SCRAMBLER 

This most successful, highly developed, BSA GOLD STAR 
DBD34 has been fully recommissioned having b#en in a 
private collection since Robin James retirement some 
11 years ago. 

As last raced and very fast. 

Full details and photos cm request. 

Must be sold, open to offers. 


Will Corry 


k 07506 940955 • willcorryl 7@gmail.com j 



Gates open: 9.30am 

ADMISSION: Adult £7 Child/OAP £6 

EARLY BIRD ENTRY {7.45am): £10 

Free parking. 




SATURDAYS: SEPT 14, OCT 26, DEC 7 


Andy Kitchen 01507 529435 07887 051652 

bookingCff; kemptonpaTkau toj umble .co.uk 


www.kemptonparkautojumble.co.uk 


KEMPTON PARK 


Kempron Park Racecourse, TW16 5AQ (J! <»fFM3) 


NEXT AUTOJUMBLE 


SATURDAY, JULY 20, 2019 



DREATil maiCHin 


Superpaint 


-L 


Tanks blasted ■ Dents repaired 

Metal welded ■ Plastics repaired 

Painted lines and striping ■ Printed decals 
Work guaranteed 

Collection & delivery available (restrictions apply) 
Established thirty years 


Phone for details 0115 973 6615 
www.dream-machine.eo.uk 
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readersbikes&bits 


Upload your free advert today - www.classicmechanics.com 


CLASSIC MOTORCYCLE MECHANICS IS THE BEST PLACE TO ADVERTISE YOUR CLASSIC JAPANESE BIKES AND SPARES 


All private adverts are FREE! 



-^Upload your advert at www.classicmechanics.com 
^Post the coupon below 

->We cannot accept Reader Adverts over the phone 


w - CUO * 


There is no other medium so effective 
as Classic Motorcycle Mechanics’ 
Readers Bikes and Bits-sowhy not 

take advantage of them right now? 
Simply complete the form below and 
send it as soon as possible to: Classic 
Motorcycle Mechanics Bikes 
and Bits, PO Box 99, Horncastle, 
Lincolnshire LN9 6LZ 

It is our policy at Classic 
Motorcycle Mechanics not to 

accept private adverts from traders. 
If, whilst looking for a bike in 
Mechanics, you experience a trader 
advertising as a private seller, 
please call us on 01507 529529 
and we will take appropriate action. 

Advertisements can be accepted 
on this form, photocopy or internet. 


If you are a trader, give our 
advertising department a 
call on 01507 524004 for our 
latest display ad rates. 


Classic Motorcycle Mechanics Reader Adverts 


For Publishing 

Make 

Model 

Year 

Price 


























County 

Tel Email 


Choose a section 

Bikes for sale Miscellaneous 

Wanted Photo enclosed 

Spares 

Name:. 

Address:. 


Area/County:. 

Telephone:. 

Email:. 

Signature:. 

I confirm that I am not a dealer 

Date:. 

MONTH CODE 


Terms and conditions for private advertisers 

1. The advert provided by the customer must be 
legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply 
with the code of the Advertising Standards 
Authority (www.asa.org.uk). Mortons Media 
Group may amend the advertisement to comply 
with these requirements. 

2. Mortons Media Group is not able to verify 


the truthfulness of any statements made by a 
customer in the advert copy. Accordingly, the 
customer will be responsible for any losses, 
expenses or other costs incurred by Mortons 
Media Group which are caused by an untrue 
statement made deliberately. 

3. Mortons Media Group reserves the right to 
edit an advert to fit the allotted space and can 


only accept one advert per coupon. 

4. Whilst every effort is made to include your 
free advert correctly, we are unable to take 
telephone calls should an error occur. 

5. Please enclose a stamped addressed 
envelope if you would like your photograph to 
be returned. 

6. The publisher reserves the right to place this 


advert free of charge in other Mortons Media 
related publications. 

DATA: Protection of your personal data is 
important to us. Personal data will be stored 
securely and will only be used for the purpose 
of processing the advertisement. Data will 
be stored for a period of 6 months and then 
destroyed. 
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BOOK YOUR AD NOW! online www.classicmechanics.com 30St/fax Fill in the coupon on page 105 freeads@classicmechanics.com 



AJS 350 lightweight Model 8, 
MoT, present owner 8 years, 
8500 miles, fully up and running 
and in regular use, £3000 Tel. 
01692 406075. Norfolk 



CAFE RACER Special, rare 
hybrid combination, comprising 
a 1959 Norton wideline rolling 
chassis with 650 AJS engine, 
MoT, £6800 ono Tel. 01329 
231306. 



DUCATI MONSTER 796, 2019, 
17,500 miles, immaculate 
condition, regular oil and belt 
changes, MoT Tel. 01254 
249455. Lancs 



BMW R1200C 1997, ABS, 
14,660 miles, new tyres & 
battery, good original condition, 
slight dent in tank, usual wheel 
chrome flaking, MoT, £4450 
ovno Tel. 04781 4685060 after 
6pm. Pembrokshire 



DUCATI 750SS 2002, beautiful 
recently restored, runs and 
rides well, now needs starter 
reconditioning so selling as a 
project, £1550 Tel. 07365 
297414. Portsmouth 



DUCATI S4RS 2008, 11,700 
miles, 998cc Testastertta 
engine, Termigoni exhaust 
system, full Ducati service 
history, MoT, £7650 Tel. 01244 
549991. North Wales 



HONDA genuine UK reg bike, 
new MoT, just serviced, original 
handbook & paddock stand, 
Ohlins suspension, wheels 
(spare set) Tel. 07718 498657. 



HONDA CB360 1975, 8200 
miles, MoT, £3900 Tel. 01889 
570265; 07975 672997. Staffs 



HONDA CBR400RR NC23, 
1988 model with 36,000 miles, 
12 months MoT, recently 
restored, new oil, oil filter, air 
filter, spark plugs, clutch cable, 
£1795 Tel. 07593 706834. 
Dorset 



HONDA 250N 1978, near total 
refurb from the frame upwards, 
many new parts fitted, 5880 
original miles from new, engine 
runs ok with oil and filters done, 
£1400 collect Tel. 07742 
887421. Walsall 



HONDA CB400A hondamatic, 
concours, put on the road for 
the first time since 1981 last 
summer, totally unrestored and 
original, just over 600 miles, 
£6995 ono Tel. 01622 730102. 
Kent 



HONDA CBR900RR Fireblade, 
1996, show quality rebuild June 
2018, custom candy red 
metallic paint, satin black 
powder coated frame and 
subframes, 21,700 miles, £3750 
Tel. 07830 359924. Wales 



BSA A64 Star, 1964, very clean, 
complete 100% original classic, 
runs and rides well, £3950 Tel. 
07365 297414. Portsmouth 



DUCATI 750SS IE 2000, 8500m, 
massively improved over 
standard, raised handlebars, 
FSH, recent service, uprated 
electrics, £1750 (stock), £1950 
(titanium), Tel. 07982 466727. 
London 



^(CN)^ 

CAROLE NASH 

The care it deserves 

CLASSIC BIKE 

INSURANCE 

0800 458 2530 


Carole Nash Insurance Consultants 
Ltd is authorised and regulated by 
the Financial Conduct Authority. 


HONDA 650V Deauville, 2002, 
12 months MoT, 29,167 miles, 
vgc, stainless exhaust system, 
fsh, top box x 2, £1550 ono Tel. 


01752 350483. Devon 



HONDA CB400F1 1975, 2000 
miles, restored many years ago 
using genuine parts not pattern, 
for sale due to losing storage, 
£5300 or best offer Tel. 07707 
620402. West Yorkshire 



BSA B31 350 350, 1957, 9500 
miles, nice tidy looking bike, 
alloy wheel rims, solid state 
voltage controller, runs and 
rides well, V5C present, £4650 
may p/x Tel. 01328 700711. 
Norfolk 



DUCATI 999 2003,12,000 miles, 
Termigoni exhaust and carbon 
cover, aftermarket levers, rear 
sets, cam belts done last year, 
£4450 Tel. 07958 788784. 
Northamptonshire 



HARLEY-DAVIDSON Leman 


trike, 2001, 1450cc, only two 
owners from new with full 
history available, Triked by 
Trike Design in Wales Tel. 
07798 866071. Middx 



HONDA CAMINO 1990, MoT, 
Malossi barrel, carburettor, 
Proma exhaust, carbon fibre 
Reeds, Treatland electronic 
ignition, new mains and seals, 
£500 no offers or swaps Tel. 
07394 065582. Stafffs 



HONDA CBR1000F 1991, 
33,831 miles, MoT, new oil, 
filter, spark plugs, air filter, 
chain, battery, wheel bearings, 
anti-freeze, brake pads, £1495 
Tel. 07593 706834. Dorset 



BULTACO 250 Persang, 1976, 
vgc, not used off road, new 
alloy tank, rechromed rims, 
respoked wheels, very original, 
matching engine/frame Tel. 
07932 527300. Essex 



DUCATI DARMAH 1979 


stunning bike in every way, lots 
of history, 27,000 miles, recent 
carb and brake overhaul, runs 
beautifully, £9750 ono Tel. 
07963 782196. Surrey 



HONDA Mike Hailwood RC171 
replica, originally Honda 400 
Four, 1976, racing fairing, seat 
& authentic 4 cylinder high RPM 
Howl, £7500 Tel. 01942 
515696. Lancashire 



HONDA CB350 1971, 9600 
miles, MoT, £3900 Tel. 01889 
570265; 07975 672997. Staffs 



HONDA CBR1000F 1994 
Sports Tourer, one owner, only 
26,960 miles and well looked 
after, includes Krauser luggage, 
MoT, £2400 Tel. 07970 804720. 
Leics 



HONDA CBX1000 1978, 6 
cylinder rare collectors bike, full 
service history and all 
paperwork, in pristine condition, 
only 29,000 miles, £16,995 ono 
Tel. 08790 06122. Ireland 



HONDA CM400T 1979, 22,000 
miles, MoT, very sound 
machine, starts first time, 
kickstart and electric start, 5 
speed box, twin clocks, UK reg, 
£1295 Tel. 01323 765162. East 
Sussex 



HONDA CR250 Elsinore, 1978, 
total nut and bolt restoration, 
many new parts inc wheels, 
exhaust, carb, shocks, £5000 
Tel. 07717 518694. Wilts 
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HONDA CUB C90 1977, vgc, 
strong frame, low mileage, 
starts and runs nicely, new 
tyres, matching engine and 
frame original, £1100 ono Tel. 
07526 000910. Tyne & Wear 



HONDA GB589 Special (GB400 
chassis with 600 engine) 1985, 
unrestored, low mileage, 
recently serviced, good tyres, 
C&S, MoT, £1950 firm Tel. 
07982 466727. London 



HONDA GL1000 Goldwing, 
1977, vgc, runs but will benefit 
from a recommission, it is in 
remarkable rust free condition, 
£3150 Tel. 07971 470445. 
Cheshire 



HONDA GL1100 1982, bought 
as bike and sidecar 2000, 
converted to trike 2008, 48,000 
miles, on Sorn, £6000 ono Tel. 
01524 852372. Lancs 



HONDA GOLDWING GL1000, 
1993, Sorn, towbar with trailer, 
panniers and windshield, buyer 
collects, offers Tel. 01275 
394220. North Somerset 



HONDA H100 1984, MoT May 
2020, good reliable little rare 
Honda 2 stroke, used on VMCC 
events, £895 Tel. 07860 
140311. Surrey 



HONDA XL600RE 1985, 
28,000 miles, recent full engine 
rebuild, MoT, original honest 
used condition ready to use, 
starts with ease and runs great, 
£2400 Tel. 01264 735256; 
07951 653239. 



KAWASAKI 750L4 1985, fitted 
with Watsonian Grand Prix 
sidecar, 30,000 miles, excellent 
all round, £2750 or may swap 
for small classic upto 350cc Tel. 
07470 387302. Durham 



KAWASAKI W800 exceptional 
clean condition, 2000 miles, 
Kawasaki engine, bars and 
rack, top box all original, only 
used dry weather, £4200 ono 
Tel. 07526 000910. Tyne & 
Wear 



NORTON ATLAS 1967, 750cc, 
top end restoration project, 
14,000 miles stored since 1975, 
matching frame and engine 
numbers, green logbook, £4800 
ovno Tel. 07598 922760. Essex 



HONDA NS400R 1985, a 
superb example of this iconic 
80s 2 stroke, 3 cylinder GP 
replica, with GP in the reg plate 
too, MoT, £9250 Tel. 07769 
357970. West Yorks 



HONDA XR250R 1999, great 
bike, been very well looked 
after, only done a very small 
amount of off roading, has had 
a big bore kit upgrade to take it 
up to 270cc, MoT, £2600 ono 
Tel. 07956 127390. Surrey 



KAWASAKI CSR/KZ1000 

bought bike years ago intending 
to restore but never got round 
to it, 1981 rare bike, good 
condition for its age, £2000 ono 
Tel. 07599 986427. West 
Midlands 



KAWASAKI Z1100 1982, 

engine 1327cc, Mikuni carbs, 
digital clocks, upside down 
forks, Ohlins suspension, 
custom swing arm, £6800 Tel. 
01252 811242. Hampshire 



HONDA VFR750 1999, good 
standard condition, 32,000 
miles, MoT March 2020, on 
Sorn, includes rear seat hump, 
owners handbook & toolkit, 
£2000 Tel. 07305 338753. 
Sheffield 



Carole Nash Insurance Consultants 
Ltd is authorised and regulated by 
the Financial Conduct Authority. 


CAROLE NASH 

The care ft deserves 

CLASSIC BIKE 

INSURANCE 

0800 458 2530 


KAWASAKI Fll 250cc, 1975, 
not a USA import, UK supplied 
bike, fully restored, historic 
bike, low mileage all original 
parts used £2500 Tel. 01895 


824491. Middx 



KAWASAKI Z750 Twin, 1976, 
imported 1993, unused last six 
years, runs and rides, complete 
average condition, £1850 Tel. 
01162 671801. Leicester 



HONDA VFR800 1999, 15,000 
miles from new, very good 
tyres, new chain and sprocket, 
4 into 1 exhaust, runs like new, 
£1750 Tel. 07969 396901. 
Bedford 



HONDA XBR500 1986, 25,900 
miles, owned for 14 years, very 
good standard condition, 
engine recently rebuilt, £2000 
Tel. 07904 519395. Cornwall 



HONDA XRV750 African Twin, 
2003, meticulously maintained, 
always garaged, extras include 
Scottoiler, heated grips, 
topbox, £4750 Tel. 07717 
518694. Wiltshire 



KAWASAKI GPZ1100 

ZX1100E2,1999, low miles, last 
of the GPZ1100s, great original 
condition, rides very well only 
covered just under 9500 miles, 
MoT Tel. 07963 625454. North 
Yorks 



KAWASAKI Z750 LTD, vgc, 
lots of new parts, front break 
pipes, gas shocks (originals 
have been kept) good tyres, 
34,000 miles, £2750 Tel. 07796 
031044. Warwick 



KAWASAKI 500 owned around 
5 years, honest bike that has 
the patina of a bike that is 
getting on for 45 years old, 
most of the bike is original, 
MoT, £6995 Tel. 07957 735245. 
West Sussex 



KAWASAKI H1A 1971, mostly 
original with Denco expansion 
chambers, engine runs but the 
bike needs a bit more work to 
make roadworthy, lovely patina, 
£4300 ono Tel. 07963 872196. 
Surrey 



KAWASAKI ZZR600E1 1993, 


first year of twin ram air intake 
models (05195 of 20000), 
outstanding condition, 22,000 
miles Tel. 01784 461961. Surrey 



NORTON COMMANDO MK2 

850, 1974, runs and rides well, 
great bike to start the classic 
collection, £5950 Tel. 07365 
297414. Portsmouth 



PUCH Ml 25 1970, fully 

restored with no expense 
spared last year, immaculate 
condition, ready to ride away, 
16,800 miles, £3200 ono Tel. 
07964 155461. Essex 



SUZUKI 1200S 2002, vgc, 
extras inc heated grips, rear 
jerry can holders, black widow 
exhaust, engine/exhaust bars 
etc, 24,000 miles, MoT, £2250 
Tel. 07442 511315. Shropshire 



SUZUKI GS1000 1978, total 
rebuild, all frame parts powder 
coated, wheels refurbished, 
new shocks, exhaust system, 
tyres, £5750 Tel. 01275 844703; 
07980 059711. Somerset 
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SUZUKI GS1000E 1980, good 
solid bike, lots done, phone for 
spec, £3500 ovno Tel. 01524 
734549. Lancs 



SUZUKI GS500E with spares, 
non runner, £400 ono Tel. 
01214 752452. Email. 

duncangordontodd@hotmail 



SUZUKI GSX1100G 1993, MoT 
Jan 2020, approx 70,000 miles, 
new battery, both keys, tools, 
V5, Sorn, £1400 Tel. 02085 
501598. Essex 



SUZUKI GSXR1100M 1991, 
good condition, on Sorn, needs 
recommissioning, 24,000 miles, 
new tyres, £5500 ono Tel. 
07817 628365. Staffs 



SUZUKI GSXR400 lovely 
genuine original, new tyres, 
braided lines, new Hagon 
shock, 13,000 miles, MoT, A 
reg, £1995 Tel. 07810 794848. 
Lines 



SUZUKI GSXR750 1991, only 
3,000 miles, new battery, two 
owners, not used for 20 years, 
stored in garage, engine runs, 
immaculate condition, air 
cooled, few old MoTs, £4850 
Tel. 07599 949532. Kent 



TRIBSA BSA A7/A10 frame, 
Triumph 6T engine, 1957, 
Triumph alternator primary 
cases, BSA gearbox, coil 
Ignition, Dellorto carb, V5 
present, £6750 may take p/x 
Tel. 01328 700711. Norfolk 



TRIUMPH T120R 1971 

Bonneville, 650cc, beautiful 
bike, runs and rides well, great 
classic, £5750 Tel. 07365 
297414. Portsmouth 



YAMAHA FJ1200 1987, 38,093 
miles, MoT, nice condition, very 
smooth comfortable, 2 keys & 
original Yamaha 12 piece tool 
kit, £1395 Tel. 07593 706834. 


Dorset 



been used for green laning and 
occasional commuting, 
lowering kit fitted, original parts 
with sale, MoT, £1500 Tel. 
01785 841257; 07447 555690. 
Stafford 



SUZUKI GT200X5 1981, lots of 
new chrome, new front 
mudguard, new battery, new 
tyres, new seat cover, rebuilt 
carbs, £2800 ono Tel. 07583 
069656. 



TRIUMPH Thunderbird 900, 
1996, 24,000 miles, MoT Oct, 
good condition Tel. 07518 
925786 evenings. 

Northumberland 



TRIUMPH T140E 1979, runs 
and rides nice, a great 
investment, needs front 
mudguard and dashboard/ 
console hence cheap price, 
£4750 Tel. 07365 297414. 
Portsmouth 



YAMAHA FZ6 FAZER 2004 
model, vgc, full service, engine 
flushed, synthetic oil coolant 
flushed, four cylinder, stainless 
downpipes, MoT, good tyres, 
£1900 Tel. 07563 362172. West 
Midlands 



SUZUKI GT750A 1976, mint 
condition, 17,000 miles, lots of 
spare parts, new tyres new 
battery, gear indicator works, all 
crashbars fitted, alloy wheels, 
£9500 ono Tel. 01992 614422. 
Essex 



CAROLE NASH 

The care it deserves 

CLASSIC BIKE 
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Carole Nash Insurance Consultants 
Ltd is authorised and regulated by 
the Financial Conduct Authority. 



TRIUMPH T150V Trident, 
1974, immaculate condition, 
starts first kick, runs, rides and 
sounds beautiful, completely 
faultless, £8000 no offers Tel. 
07365 297414. Portsmouth 



SUZUKI GX125 good 
condition, new front tyre, 12 
months MoT, £600 ono. Also 
Haynes manuals, too many to 
list ring for details, £5 + postage 
Tel. 01926 770198. 



TRIUMPH SPRINT full CRK, 
1995, 900 kit, including donor 
bike, unfinished project, contact 
for full list of CRK kit and more 
pictures, £2950 ovno Tel. 07733 
322790. Monmouthshire 



TRIUMPH TR5T Adventurer, 
1973, USA import, V5, matching 
numbers, engine rebuilt, 
electronic ignition, non standard 
exhaust, £8250 ono Tel. 07415 
314874. East Sussex 



YAMAHA FZ600 naked, 1984 
JMC braced aluminium 
swingarm, s/s exhaust system, 
braided hoses, rebuilt calipers, 
Harris adjustable rearsets, MoT, 
£1500 ono Tel. 07719 544464. 
Lancs 



YAMAHA RD350 full rebuild, 
Stan Stephens refurbished 
engine, carbs vapour blasted 
with new parts, new old stock 
parts used where possible Tel. 
07825 372838. Essex 



YAMAHA XJ600 1991, clean 
low mileage, just serviced, new 
battery, MoT, handbook, two 
keys, MoT and service history, 
£1000 ono Tel. 07845 106060. 
Kent 



YAMAHA XJ900F XJ900F, 
totally original, matching 
numbers, UK bike in almost 
showroom condition, 26,500 
miles, MoT, new tyres & battery, 
£2499 Tel. 07769 971734. 
Cheltenham 



YAMAHA XT500E 1978, UK 
bike, 14,137 miles, engine 
rebuilt, 277 miles ago, 12 volt 
electrics, £6500 ovno Tel. 
07702 136856. Mid Glamorgan 



SUZUKI TS250ER 1980, 2100 
miles, unrestored, all original 
except replacement air filter, 
battery & tyres, MoT, £2300 Tel. 
07736 149766. Cumbria 



TRIUMPH T120R Bonneville, 
1966, really nice bike, runs well, 
good brightwork, bike is in need 
of a respray, good restoration 
project, £5950 Tel. 07365 
297414. Portsmouth 
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TRIUMPH TR6C Trophy, 1971, 
beautiful bike, runs and rides 
well, tank could have been 
resprayed, £4850 Tel. 07365 
297414. Portsmouth 



YAMAHA SR250 1993, new 
MoT, excellent condition with 
some age related marks, £1400 
ono Tel. Mark 01308 867070. 
Dorset 



YAMAHA YZF750R 1993 
original ‘Pinky’ stunning 
condition, full power 4HD 
model, 34,000 miles, MoT Feb 
2020, HPI clear, serviced, 
£2395 Tel. 07739 710275. 
Cambs 


108 / classic motorcycle mechanics 


















































































































readersbikes&bits 


BOOK YOUR AD NOW! online www.classicmechanics.com 30St/fax Fill in the coupon on page 105 freeads@classicmechanics.com 


For Sale 


BMW R1100GS 1994, 49,332 
miles, one owner last 20 years, 
good original condition, ABS, 
BMW panniers, Sorn, £3200 
ono. Tel. 01204 227261. Lancs. 
HARLEY-DAVIDSON 1200 
Sportster, 2006, excellent all 
round condition, blue/silver, 
18,000 miles, 12 months MoT 
when sold, £3700. Tel. 07940 
503434. Bucks. 

HONDA 400/4 1976, 31,000 
miles, red, nice bike, please 
ring for details £3600. Tel. 
01733 202926. Peterborough. 
HONDA C90 CUB 1988, 
43,000 miles, same owner since 
2005, looks well used, 100% 
reliable, been into Europe a few 
times, suggest viewing to see 
condition, solid enough, colour 
red, £800. Tel. 07717 573957. 
Dorset. 

HONDA CB750F2 white fairing, 
original exhausts, paint etc, 
21,000 miles, excellent runner, 
£2950. Tel. 01287 640472. 
North Yorkshire. 

HONDA CGI25 2004, electric 
start model, excellent working 
order and condition, MoT upto 
Nov 2019, service history, spare 
keys/handbook, cheap reliable 
transport, £1100 no offers. Tel. 
07504 327299. Devon. 

HONDA CGI25 red, 2004, 
electric start model in excellent 
running order with no bits 
missing, MoT end October, 
£1200. Tel. 07504 327299. 
Devon. 

HONDA SUPERDREAM 1980, 
fully restored, superb condition, 
powder coated frame, too many 
parts to list, must be seen very 
low mileage, loads of spares 
£1000. Tel. 01482 872079. East 
Yorkshire. 

KAWASAKI 900Z1 1976, full 
nut and bolt, rebuild inc electrics 
paintwork chrome plating etc, 
loads of new parts. Tel. 07813 
685282. Suffolk. 

KAWASAKI GT550 2001, long 
MoT, red, new tyres, three 
owners, very reliable, regular 
servicing, everything works, 
£850. Tel. 01438226879. Herts. 
KAWASAKI Z900 A4, superb 
condition, P reg, new green 
paintwork, new exhausts, lots 
of other new parts, runs and 
rides great, £13,750 ono. Tel. 
07847 225624. Derbyshire. 
MONDIAL HYPSTER 2017, 
600 miles, only excellent 
condition, extremely reliable, 
reason for sale purchase of 
new bike, £1500. Tel. 02083 
114230. London. 

SUZUKI BANDIT 600 
2002, blue, original recent 
chain sprockets, regular oil 
changes, 32,500 miles, MoT 
Feb 2020, Sorn, £1500. Tel. 
01438 871619; 07799 220513. 
Hertfordshire. 

SUZUKI DR350 1996, MoT, 
kick start, new chain sprockets, 
disc pads, fork oil head set, 
repacket oil filters, plug f/wheel 
bearings, scratches, £1450. 
Tel. 07751 020614. Suffolk. 
SUZUKI GS1000G 1980, 
silver/blue, MoT, new tyres, new 
discs, Dyna coils, rear carrier, 
heated grips, Motad 4-1 owned 
nearly 30 years, £1500. Tel. 
07910 137276. Cambs. 


SUZUKI GS500E 1989, very 
good condition, MoT, 20,000 
miles, now too heavy, £600. 
Tel. 02083 045132. Kent. 
SUZUKI GS500FA 2005, very 
good condition, 11,000 miles, 
rebuilt swinging arm, runs very 
well, £700. Tel. 02083 114230. 
London. 

SUZUKI GSXR750K5 only 
6545 miles, one owner, call 
for details, viewing essential, 
£3850 ono. Tel. 07791 930629. 
Kent. 

SUZUKI GT550 1972, superb 
very early drum brake GT550 
Triple, rare beauty, 95% 
restored, photos on request, 
consider p/x Sports moped, 
not concours but superb might 
p/x V-twin, £6000. Tel. 07581 
212432. Notts. 

SUZUKI TCI85 1976 Ranger, 
98% complete bike, non 
runner, would make a good 
project, American import with 
Nova, £1175 ono. Tel. 01305 
826670. Dorset. 

TRIUMPH BONNEVILLE 
1964, very rare T120 TT, 
matching numbers, concours 
machine, may p/x for smaller 
lighter good condition machine, 
cash adjustment either way. 
Tel. 01522 703687. Lines. 
TRIUMPH TROPHY 1993, 
30,000 miles, pro rebuild 
at 25,000 miles, very good 
condition, includes Givi 
panniers and top box, priced 
to sell at £1150. Tel. 07722 
749635. 

YAMAHA Thunderace, 1996, 
36,000 miles, datatag, new 
tyres, chain, sprockets, braided 
hoses, stainless exhaust, three 
previous owners, £1100. Tel. 
07597 850784. Manchester. 


Parts For Sale 


ARIEL ARROW 1961, dummy 
tank, two coils primary chain, 
HD brake throttle cables, 
clutch cover gasket, various 
s/s fasteners, footrest rubbers, 
new main bearings, foot rest 
rubbers, kick start rubber etc. 
Tel. 01179 661972. Avon. 
BMW K100RS 1984, rear 
panniers with brackets, £50. 
Tel. 07858 373555. Hants. 

BST CARBON WHEELS 
for GSXR, or upgrade your 
classic, complete discs and 
tyres, £1750 ono. Tel. 07791 
930629. Kent. 

CAGIVA GRAN CANYON 

comprehensive Cagiva 
workshop manual and left side 
plastic trim (beneath seat). 
Tel. Roger 01823 253297. 
Somerset. 

HONDA CB200 1974/75 parts 
for sale, please contact for 
details too many to list. Tel. 
01287 640472. North Yorks. 
KAWASAKI KH250 1977, front 
wheel, rear wheel, cylinder 
heads, barrels, all been vapour 
blasted, top and bottom, 
yokes, head lamp shell, 
exhausts £125. Tel. 07939 
502774. Cheshire. 

P&H VINTAGE ACETYLENE 
LAMPS for motorcycle/bicycle, 
circa 1900s two of: one lamp 
good condition the other red/ 
green glass broken, comes 
with accessory, £70. Tel. 
07533 644184. Wiltshire. 


PARTS FOR SALE: pair of 
chrome handle bar grips to 
fit 1” diameter handle bars, 
chrome finish with rubber 
inserts for grip, £8. Pair of 
unused rubber motorcycle 
handlebar grips made by 
‘Progrip’ to fit 7/8” diameter 
handlebars, bought in error, 
£8. Pair or handlebar supports, 
to suit 7/8 diameter bars, made 
from aluminium, single bolt 
fixing, not sure from which bike 
they have come from, £1. Tel. 
01275 844703; 07980 059711. 
Bristol. 

PARTS FOR SALE: Goodridge 
brand new brake hose, bought 
but never used, 60cm long 
complete with banjo bolts & 
washers, £5; Suzuki GS1000, 
chrome starter motor cover, in 
nice condition, £4. Tel. 01275 
844703; 07980 059711. Bristol. 
SET OF BARRELS for RD200 
rebored new pistons and 
rings, £100. Honda CD185 
headlamp with rim, £15. 
Honda CD185 side panels 
blue, great condition, complete 
with badges and decals, £50. 
CD200 pair of side panels, 
metallic blue, complete, 
£50. Tel. 01926 770198. 
Warwickshire. 

SHED CLEARANCE of odd 

Yamaha FJ1200 parts and 1991 
GSX1100G spares (bike has 
blown engine), plus a complete 
& running, one previous owner, 
low mileage, 1992 GSX1100G, 
£1100 for easy recommission, 
collection only, cash only and 
will not post Email for parts, 
mikewoodley4@aol.com 
Essex 

SUZUKI GS1000L Mikuni 
26mm carbs, 1979, rebuilt + 
one set stripped for spares, 
quantity of GS1000L spares, 
ring for list, £250. Tel. 07896 
830113. Devon. 

TRIUMPH PARTS: 1993 
Trident/Sprint 900 rear footrest/ 
silencer mounting brackets, 
£55. Daytona 900 radiator 
with fan, £50. 1991/92 Trident 
900 headlamp complete, £65. 
Headlamp/clock mounting 
bracket, £35. Pair of handle 
bars, £40. Pair of silencers, 
£50 all parts vgc will post if 
required. Tel. 01493 717952; 
07976 774231. Norfolk. 
YAMAHA MT09 Bagster 
orange tank cover, brand new 
plus Pyramid orange dual 
seat cowl. Tel. Roger 01823 
253297. Somerset. 

YDS7 CLUTCH casing £35. 
YDS7 generator casing, £35. 
YDS7 oil pump casing, £25. 
YDS7 oil pump, complete, £28. 
YDS7 kickstarter & return shaft 
and gear £35. RD250/RD350 
front disk holder with nuts 
and bolts, £18. RD250/RD350 
clutch cover, £25. Tel. 07505 
919539. Leicestershire. 


Wanted 


LOOKING FOR: 1964 
Triumph Trophy TR6SS, reg 
419 EER, I used to own this 
bike back in the mid 1960s 
and would love to know how 
it has weathered the years, 
good or bad. Can you help? 
Tel. 07981 530392. Email. 
trophytr6@talktalk.net 


A BIKE in your shed? Older 
bike wanted as project 
by enthusiast, absolutely 
anything considered (except 
Chinese, quads or modern 
scooters) road bike or off¬ 
road, competition bike of any 
description, two stroke or 
four, any age and any size, 
can be runner or non-runner, 
unfinished project, complete or 
in bits, the more interesting the 
better but not stupid money. 
Tel. Colin 07754 887584. 
Cambridgeshire. 

ALPHA BEARINGS 
motorcycle crankshaft truing 
stand jig. Tel. 07970 638403. 
South Wirral. 

ANY MAKE or size classic 
motorcycle wanted in any 
condition from a basket case 
to one in nice condition, cash 
waiting. Tel. 07811 189755. 
Staffs. 

HONDA CB1300S original 
bars chainguard indicators, 
good condition. Also wanted 
rear hugger, 2005 model, 
anything interesting. Tel. 07502 
468319. West Yorkshire. 
HONDA CB200 disc brake 
type arm, comp brake part no 
45320-354-701 nos or useable 
second hand. Tel. Pete 01926 
770198. Warwickshire. 
HONDA CB250 K4 purple 
petrol tank and seat wanted. 
Tel. 07731 669918. York. 
HONDA CB250 RSD 1983 
onwards, must be good 
condition and MoT, £800 & up, 
have van, can travel. Tel. 07562 
304549. Derbyshire. 

HONDA CB400N wanted 
good condition, no dents, 
scratches, tears, with MoT, low 
mileage. Tel. 01162 248831. 
Leics 

HONDA CB750 50HC any 
model wanted, good condition 
or rolling restoration, cash 
waiting, Norfolk/Suffolk borders. 
Tel. Richard 01379 651687. 
LOOKING FOR: Suzuki 
GSX400T, blue 1984 B...WYA, 
originally from Somerset area, 
reward for information on 
finding. Tel. 07526 708767. 
Dorset. 

SPEEDOMETER wanted for 
1969, Yamaha two stroke 
twin model DS6. Tel. 07860 
824454. Northumberland. 
SPEEDOMETER wanted 
for British bike, Smiths 
chronometric, either 80mph or 
120mph needed to complete 
restoration (may consider D 
shape) any condition. Tel. 
07538 696157. Leics. 

SUZUKI DR500 parts wanted, 
anything considered or 
complete/incomplete, runner/ 
non runner. Tel. 01305 826670. 
Dorset. 

SUZUKI RG125 wanted any 
model complete or incomplete 
for a project. Tel. 01534 
822082. Jersey. 

SUZUKI TS250 1969/70 parts 
wanted, anything considered, 
including complete/incomplete 
bike, non runner/runner. Tel. 
01305 826670. Dorset. 
TRIUMPH Twin restoration 
project wanted, any model, 
unit or pre-unit in any condition 
considered, any spares 
welcome will travel. Tel. 07538 
696157. Leics. 


YAMAHA YZFR1 1998, 
owners handbook and 
workshop manual. Tel. 01684 
563997. Worcs. 


Miscellaneous 


BELSTAFF TRIALMASTER 

professional, 1976ish, good 
condition, size 40742” £140. 
Also TT leathers, leather jacket 
black with red patches, size 
40742”, £50 or £150 for both. 
Tel. 01792 542251. West 
Glamorgan. 

CLARKE HYDRAULIC BIKE 
RAMP six years old, good 
working order, surplus to 
requirements £275 ono. Tel. 
07847 225624. Derbyshire. 
FLORESCENT 
MOTORCYCLE over vest, 
mens 6XL, made buy ‘Fast’, 
very little use, as new, zip front 
with neck fastener, two front 
pockets, plus two smaller front 
pockets, rear waist pocket 
and airtex lining, £10. Mens 
‘Bracer’ type Florescent belt, 
very good condition, two large 
front plastic clasps, one around 
chest, the around waist, £8. 
Tel. 01275 844703; 07980 
059711. Bristol. 

MANUALS: Haynes manual for 
Suzuki GS10001977-79, used, 
but still in good condition, 
£5; also genuine Suzuki 
GS1000 Service Manual 
and Supplementary Service 
Manuals and new model 
technical bulletin, vgc £10. Tel. 
01275 844703; 07980 059711. 
Bristol. 

MORGAN carb tune, four 
column, new unopened with 
full operating instructions, cost 
£68 asking £45 inc postage. 
Tel. 01543 425795. Staffs. 
MOTORCYCLE LIFT Clark’ 
Strongarm, model no CML3, 
max load 450kgs, the lift is in 
very good condition, works 
perfectly, a must for motorcycle 
maintenance or polishing your 
bike. Tel. 01275 844703; 07980 
059711. Bristol. 

NORTON COMMANDO 750, 
Polistil scale model 1:15 in 
vgc, boxed as new, £35. Also 
Suzuki GT750 vgc, £35 . Tel. 
07504 327299. Devon. 
PADDOCK STAND extra 
heavy duty, red in colour, with 
wheels and lifting lugs, made 
by Warrior, used only once, 
so as main stand could be 
repaired, is as new, £15. Tel. 
01275 844703; 07980 059711. 
North Somerset. 

PARTS FOR SALE: two 
chrome 12V motorcycle 
horns, bought but never 
used, very good condition, 
£5. Motorcycle elastic tank 
or seat web cover, great for 
securing items securely when 
traveling, £3. Pair of exhaust 
bungs for use when washing 
your motorcycle, to stop 
water ingress into exhaust 
system, max plug diameter 
is 37mm, £2. Stainless steel 
exhaust clamp, never used, 
47-51 diameter, £1. Tel. 01275 
844703; 07980 059711. Bristol. 
SUZUKI GT750 scale model 
(one/fifteenth), Italian made 
Polistil. Also Norton Commando 
boxed, vgc, £35 each. Tel. 
07504 327299. Devon. 
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Honda GL1200 Gold Wing Aspencade 

Want to travel in style while looking like 330 kilos of rust? Scottie's got just the 
bike for you! 


■ ■ onda has had a Gold 

Wing in their 
I m extensive model 
range since 1975 and for 
many of us they are bikes 
that your dad would have longed to own, 
which makes it hard to understand that 
the original GL1000 was actually 
designed to be a sporty offering. 

The Wing was perfect for the USA 
market. With its superior technology that 
included water-cooling, shaft-drive and 
silky-smooth power delivery, it wasn’t 
long before owners wanted god-awful 
fairings to keep the wind off on those 
long stints in the saddle. The GLLGOO 
evolved into the GL1100 for 1980, 
which came in both a naked or dressed 
option. By the mid-1990s the Wing had 
some serious competition from other 
Japanese manufacturers, so it was time 
to up the ante! 

This 50 shades of beige (and rust) Gold 
Wing was first registered in 1985; the 
original owner enjoyed the flat four Wing 
until 1992 when it was sold to its next 
custodian. He kept it until July 2018, and 
with only 16,000 miles recorded he 


clearly didn't ride it too much. Judging by 
the sad-looking chrome he didn’t polish 
it much either! 

Having bought and sold Gold Wings in 
the past, I was fully aware that it's a very 
niche part of the used classic motorcycle 
market. That said, I've always managed to 
re-home the ones I've purchased in the 
past, some easier than others! Having 
thumbed through the paper trail that came 
with the golden Wing it was clear that the 
bike hadn't been on the road for over a 
decade, and with closer inspection the 
MOT history and various receipts tailed off 
around 2004. I already knew it wasn't a 
runner, and this just made me realise 
waking up this Gold Wing wasn’t a job I 
fancied getting involved with. 

So what was I to do with this 328kg 
king of the road? On the plus side it was 
the Aspencade: that means that its 
dripping in extras, unlike the Interstate 
model that looks pretty vacant compared 
to this tart's handbag. Honda was 
pushing the boundaries with this bike, 
partly to keep it ahead of the pack and 
partly because Honda love a bit of 
corporate willy-waving! There's on-board 
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[ wiring for an intercom system to link you 
/ to your passenger, and there’s also a CB 
radio in case you wanted to put out a 
‘one four for a copy’ shout! Call me 
old-fashioned, but isn't the appeal of 
riding motorcycles the fact that you can 
enjoy some peace and quiet? 

If you don’t like unwanted attention 
then a Gold Wing isn't for you. Having 
ridden these beasts in the past, I can 
vouch for the fact that you will get more 
attention from bystanders than you 
probably hoped for. Adding to the 
distractions is the Panasonic stereo, 
again a standard feature on the 
Aspencade, complete with AM and FM 
choices. A stock Wing is nothing more 
than a blank canvas. Maybe that’s why 
some artist got busy painting little 
pictures on the ample panniers and 
fairing on this example. My dad bought 
himself a GL1200 Aspencade in 1989, 
he rode it once and never touched it 
again! Too be fair any motorcycle that 
bucks its handlebars at 25mph isn't 
always going to win friends, and yes, I 
speak from experience! Speaking of my 
dad, he used to say that the chrome won't 
get you home, his way of having a pop 
when I fitted various shiny parts (bought 
on his Access card) from outlets like M&P 
in the 1980s, I now understand his 
sarcastic jibes. My Wing is dripping in 
chrome extras that add little other than 
weight and potential rust traps, Everything 
from the front brake discs to the tow bar is 
covered in chrome. Plenty of bikes get 



sold from trader to trader; it T $ a common 
practice that works well. With this in mind 
I got busy messaging a few traders to see 
if I could off-load my wide load. 

Success! A local trader stepped in to buy 
the Honda. So, what are his plans for the 
crusty Honda? Well he’s got a few 
customers that build trikes, and if he can't 
tempt anyone he's prepared to sharpen up 
his spanners and strip the Wing for parts. 
This bike was clearly loved in the past, so 
maybe there’s someone out there who’d 
like to restore her to her former glory? The 
Gold Wing scene is quite active, so maybe 
this old Wing might find its forever home? 

If it doesn’t it'll help to keep plenty of 
others on the go! cmm 



t Wider than Steve Parrish's racing Mercedes truck 




Parts and 
parcel: A 
breaker's 
guide... _ 

GOOD 

■ Engines: Trike builders face ever 
tighter legislation, yet they seem 
to keep on taking shaft-driven 
motorcycles and adding a third 
wheel to them courtesy of a Robin 
Reliant back axle. Prices: A rough 
price for a whole 1200 Aspencade 
in tatty condition is around a grand 
to £1500. Wing engines atone of 
varying capacities start at a few 
hundred quid for the flat-fours and 
rise to about a grand for the later 
1520cc flat-six in good nick. 

■ Extras; Original Honda items like 
the stereo and CB can be retro¬ 
fitted to lesser spec models. 
Aftermarket styling and custom 
parts appeal to many. They are 
expensive new so would always 
sell well on that well-known 
auction site. Just for info, an 
original stereo for a 1200 would 
now cost around £100 from a 
breaker, with the CB system being 
about the same amount. 

■ Exhaust systems: There’s a lot of 
exhaust on a GL12Q0. Most of it is 
hidden in the bowels of the bike, 
which means it collects lots of 
road crud and also rarely gets 
cleaned. Each header pipe (two on 
the flat-fours) will cost around £50 
now and you'll still need the end 
sections, second-hand full systems 
can still fetch around £300. 


BAD 

■ Brakes; weedy brakes from new 
meant they always had their work 
cut out stopping 330 loaded kilos 
of steel, alloy and chrome. 

■ Tow bars: Never a good idea on 
a motorcycle. Get a car! 
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Project Kawasaki 2.650 part 3 


Having a blast 


Our Ralph is bead-blasting and powder-coating bits for 
She Who Must Be Obeyed's Z650! 


L ast month I wielded the mighty TIG 
torch upon my wife's new fluid 
clutch slave cylinder and started the 
job of restoring both the new {not very) 
clutch and brake master cylinders. 

Whilst her front brake master cylinder 
had no actual problems, she seemed to 
think that the brake and clutch should 
match so I sourced a GPZ900R brake 
master cylinder to match the one for the 
900R clutch. 

This month I stripped and fully restored 
the master cylinders like new. I began by 
buying a couple of pattern rebuild kits and 
kicked off by using a pick tool to extract 
the little that was left of the protective 
boot behind the lever. Without the little 
cape of rubber, the elements had an open 
door to cause decay of the inside 
components that should have been 
cosseted, Because the circlip and washer 
behind it are made of steel and the body is 
of aluminium alloy, the two had grown 
together with galvanic corrosion. The 


special circlip pliers that are used to 
extract the clips have necessarily fine pins 
on the end of long legs so one cannot use 
excessive force unless one is in the market 
for a new tool, so 1 kicked off by spraying 
the area in ACF50 and made a cup of tea 
whilst I waited for it to work its magic. One 
brew later and the circlip gave way, and I 
was able to extract the working contents of 
the master cylinder. 

Once I had cleared all the parts out of 
the casting, I thoroughly cleaned the bore 
with copious quantities of brake cleaner 
squirted in with my chemical spray bottle 
and agitated with a round nylon brush. 
Once flushed out and dried with 
compressed air I carefully inspected the 
bore for any signs of damage. Often you 
will find little divots caused by water in the 
brake fluid rotting the wall of the cylinder. 
Luckily, both clutch and brake were fine 
this time. 

The best way to achieve a good key lor 
powder-coating is to glass bead blast each 
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1/ Using a pick tool to remove what was 
left of the protective rubber boot. 2 / A 
squirt or two of ACF-50 can save a whole 
heap of pain and misery. 3/ Using my 
special master cylinder circlip pliers to 
extract the corroded circlip from its lair. 
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Simple solutions: Don t bodge, right tools, for the right job! 



4/ With the circlip removed the working parts and their decay could be extracted. 5/ The components laid out as they are installed. 



6/ 1 have machined up many masking blanks from engineering plastics for masking up for bead blasting 7/ The clutch master cylinder in the 
bead blast cabinet. 8/ Once the blasting was finished l needed to drop the pressure down considerably with the air regulator for the 
powder-coat gun. Do remember such things! 



> surface to be coated. Rather like an 
engine, any stray beads that got inside the 
unit would destroy it, so the best way to 
ensure that this doesn't happen is to mask 
it up properly. Unlike preparation for wet 
paint, bits of masking tape are not going 
to hack it. With ground-up glass being 
fired at it, tape will simply disintegrate. 
There is special blast masking tape and I 
do have some, but it does not stick well 
enough to protect an orifice such as those 
found on a master cylinder, so I have 
machined up various plugs on my lathe 
that fit very tightly into the hole. On some 
I use a fine taper to jam it into the hole 
tight, and some are threaded, such as the 
ones that block the banjo bolt holes. I 
used an old rubber gasket to seal the top 
on with. Rubber is fairly unaffected by a 
stream of bead blast as the beads simply 
bounce off harmlessly. Once safely 
secured against bead ingress I chucked 
both items in the blast cabinet and used 


150 pounds per square inch of 
compressed air to hurl the miniscule 
lumps of glass at them. 

Next it was all taken apart again and 
re-masked for powder-coating. Again, 
regular paint masking is no good for 
powder-coating as the glue melts and the 
paper can burn, leaving an unpleasant 
mess. The semi-transparent powder¬ 
coating masking tape is not easy to work 
with. It is quite thick and not very 
malleable, making it challenging to work 
with and impossible to mask in more than 
one plane at a time, its adhesive doesn’t, 
well, adhere that well, but it's all that is on 
offer. I know that Nick at Griffs Reality 
Motorworks seems to have rolls of circles 
made of the same material, which would 
be much easier, but as 1 only do my own 
work it's not really cost-efficient to buy lots 
of different sizes of masks. The plain tape is 
expensive enough; I pale at the thought of 
the cost of rolls of cut circles. I also have © 



9/ Cutting the special powder-coat masking 
with a scalpel. 10/ All masked up and ready 
for a last wipe over with panel wipe before 
powder followed by the oven. 11/ It's my 
workshop oven, not SWMBO's; I eat food 
from her oven and don't want it 
contaminated! 
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Simple solutions: 


some silicone rubber burgs that are made 
especially for powder-coating. They cost a 
packet at the time, but I've had them for 
years and they have been invaluable, not 
just for powder-coating, 

Once masked to my satisfaction I did a 
final dean with panel wipe, after which 
touching with un-gloved hands was off 
limits. I turned down the air-line pressure 
and set up the Electrostatic Magic gun 
with some satin black powder and hung 
the parts up in my powder-coating booth, 
aka a cheap, large plastic storage bin, 
applied the powder and pre-heated the 
oven to 200 C C. Once all the parts were 
coated, I carefully transferred them to the 
oven for a 10-minute sauna, after which 
it's just a case of de-masking the parts 
once they have cooled down. No waiting 
for the paint to harden off; that’s the joy 
of powder-coat. The downside is that if 
you cock it up, you'll need to get a 
chemical strip, 'cos even methylene 
chloride (dichloromethane) won’t touch 
powder-coating. 


Dry fit all parts before 'proper' assembly. 


Having laid everything out on a bench, it 
was just a case of careful re assembly. It 
should be mentioned at this point that 
with hydraulic systems cleanliness is the 
watchword. Massive forces are generated 
in hydraulic set ups and the tiniest bit of 
grit can compromise the entire system. 
Every part must be able to move smoothly 
and accurately. Because greases are being 
used in the assembly process it is very 
easy for little bits of crap to get attached 
to it. The workplace must be spotless to 
prevent what we used to call FOD in the 
aircraft industry (Foreign Object Damage). 

I usually vacuum the assembly bench 
before starting and then squirt brake 
cleaner all over it and wipe it dry with 
fresh disposable blue workshop towel. 

All seals should have a smear of red 
rubber grease applied to them for 
lubrication purposes. I brushed a small 
amount of Corrosion Block grease into the 
grooves for the circlips to discourage 
further corrosion. In the clutch unit 1 
pushed the spring with the first seal into 
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12/ Everything ready and laid out for re-assembly, 13/ The re-build kit for the clutch. 14/ Fitting the spring and bottom seal into the bore. 
15/ Fitting the circlip. Note plenty of Corrosion Block grease for lubrication and protection. 
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> the cylinder and followed it up with the 
main piston, washer and circlip, I 
brushed a bit of Corrosion Block grease 
around the end of the piston to lubricate 
if where the actuating rod pushes it and 
again to prevent decay. I fitted the new 
protective rubber boot and as the lever 
was in good shape, I refitted the 
actuating rod and installed it back into 
place, not forgetting to give the pivot a 
good dose of waterproof grease, 

Japanese brand TourMax are generally 
regarded as the premium supplier of 
aftermarket seal kits, brake pistons and 
the like in the Japanese motorcycle 
fettling industry, which begs the question 
why they saw fit to supply a master 
cylinder re-build kit with the seal not 
attached to the piston? As this was a job 
for SWMBO's bike and not carrying a time 
constraint, it didn't matter that much to 
me, in the same way as it would, were I 



servicing against the clock to earn a living 
in a busy bike workshop. The clutch kit 
from a less well known manufacturer came 
with the seal in place! To fit the seal I 
used a piece of stainless rod, which t 
formed a rounded end on with the linisher. 
I applied copious red rubber grease to the 
seal and clamped the piston in the soft 
jaws of my bench vice, while I teased and 
cajoled the seal over the irregular form of 
the piston shaft. One must be massively 
careful working with hydraulic seals, as 
the slightest nick in the seal lips and one 
has a scrapper in one’s hands. The seal kit 
was then fitted into the master cylinder in 
much the same way as the clutch unit, 
though the method of the lever acting on 
the piston is different. I was unable to fit 
the lever for the photographs because the 
lever that came with the brake unit had 
clearly suffered an indignity and had 
ended up as bent as an average politician. 


I did have a half-hearted go at 
straightening it out, but it broke off; I 
wasn’t about to make too much effort as 
pattern levers cost buttons if you're in 
the trade. 

Next month you'll have to find out if I 
managed to put a smile on SWMBO's 
face by easing her clutch. 

www.bikerstoolbox.co.uk cmm 


18/ A coating of red rubber grease to ease 
this seal. 19/ using a thin, but blunt ended 
tool i made for the job, I eased the seal over 
the piston. 20 / The seal in its proper 
position on the piston. 21 / Ensuring Doth 
seals have a light coating of red rubber 
grease, the piston is gently pushed home in 
the bore. 22/ The circlip firmly in position 
hold the entire mechanism in place, so it's 
imperative that it's firmly in the groove. 

23/ unlike the boot that it came with it, this 
one, packed with corrosion Block grease, 
will keep the elements out of SWMBO's 
braking system. 24 / Both master cylinders 
fully restored and waiting to be installed on 
SWMBOs Baby Big zed! 
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Project Honda VFR800 part 1 


Hedge fun-d! 

Meet biking barber Jonny Hedges: he's a whipper-snapper who 
collects bikes, wheelies dirt bikes and loves his Honda V4s! 


WORDS AND PHOTOS: JONNY HEDGES 
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off, which ruined the back of the bike and 
it was a financial write-off. I was gutted. 

I wanted a sports tourer again and I 
needed a comfy fairing but something 
predominantly sporty, I looked at new 
bikes and test rode a VFR800F 2018 at 
Wheels in Peterborough, but unfortunately 
it was my first experience of the V-TEC 
system on a motorcycle and I didn’t like it. 
I prefer the linear feel, rather than the 
V-TEC kicking in, I found it would push 
the bike upright in a turn and (ahem) it 
wasn't nice to wheelie! 


This made me think of a 1998-2001 
pre-V-TEC VFR800. the RC46. Thankfully, 

I had a mate who was still in the RAF 
called Gav Heggs. He races with the RAF’s 
classic race team and he said he wanted 
to sell his VFR800, as he wanted to buy a 
Foxeye FireBlade like one he owned way 
back when. He was based at RAF 
Waddington in Lincolnshire - which is not 
too far from me - so I went over to ride it 
to see what I thought. 

Well, just looking at it I was sold and 
riding it was fantastic. The FI system was 
better than the carbs on the 750, the 
throttle was crisp and instant, but there 
was no annoying V-TEC. 

Gav had removed the scoop from the 
airbox system, so it sounds awesome on 
intake and a Yoshimura end can came with 
it. along with the original can. It rode like 
a dream and had Michelin Pilot Road 4s 
on it. It feft a little sportier than the 750, 
but then my RC36 had bar-risers on. I’m 
5ft 9in and I love the fact that on the VFR 
you can stretch and let the wind hit your 
chest and take the pressure off your wrists. 

The VFR800 joined the Jonny Hedges 
stable of motorcycles in late summer last 
year and in less than a year it’s done more 
than 6000 miles and it’s fair to say that 
I've enjoyed every single one of them. 

But now it’s TLC time, so over the next 
few issues I need to service the bike, sort 
out the brakes and put on some new 
rubber before I head off on my big 
European tour of 20191 cmm 


■I ello, you might (just) 
remember me from the 
W m January 2019 issue in 
which my bike-themed barber 
shop was mentioned in the 
pages of this fine magazine. For those that 
didn't read it, here's a summary! 

I'm 26, I used to be in the RAF and I 
jointly run RJ Barbers in Northantsand it’s 
the sort of place any biker would feel at 
home in, as many of my bikes adorn the 
place. You will see my mildly-modified 
Honda CB400 Four, my 1972 Honda 
CB350 twin, an ex-British Army Armstrong 
and my Honda VFR400R NC30. I’ve also 
got a 1997 Kawasaki ZX-6R Ninja and 
some off-road machines. The guys and I 
often head out off-road too. 

Now, I love my V4s, but let’s start at the 
beginning. I’ve loved bikes since I was a 
kid. When I was seven, my dad bought me 
a quad, then a pit bike - I had a Derbi 
Senda and I had a Yamaha DTI25 at 17. I 
passed my test at 18 and bought a 
VFR400 NC30, I never flog any of my 
bikes. We all regret when we do, right? 
Saying that, the Derbi did go to a mate (he 
crashed it) and I kinda blew the DT up! 

After passing my test at 18 the NC30 
was just awesome to ride, but then I 
moved on to a 2003 CBR600RR, which 
made me realise that the inline four isn’t 
something I like very much. I love usable 
road, power, so it’s nice to have lower-down 
grunt and the V4 gives you that. The 600 
wasn’t very comfy either and I like to tour. 

So, I didn't want a lOOOcc bike as they 
are too fast for me, but with a bit of 
research I decided on a VFR75QF RC36. 
People said it was one of the best 
sports-tourers ever made and I loved the 
retro looks and the fact it had carbs! I 
bought one - an M-reg - and I was the 
third owner from new. I was about 22 at 
the time and I loved it. It was comfy and I 
went to France on it, only to be knocked 




Something for the weekend, sir? 
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CLASSIC PERFORMANCE ENGINE TUNING 

Always Breaking - Always Buying quality used Suzuki Parts! 
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Classic Bike Servicing/Bike Building Service 
For Road - Classic Race - Sprint/Drag Race - Classic Track Day 
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Suzuki/Kawasaki/Honda - Parts - Performance - Service 
Engines restored to standard/as new condition or tunes tor any 
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AQUA BLAST UK 

(CAMBRIDGE) LTD 

www.aquablast.uk.com 


info@aquablast.uk.com 


Bringing Parts and Components back to an "as new condition 
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07841 470868 

workshop 01638 781 882 
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PROBLEMS WITH ETHANOL ATTACKING YOUR 

PLASTIC OR FIBREGLASS TANK 


FLOWLINER 


ARMOUR CQATTANK LINER 



ORDER ON LINE WV 

C. Wylde & Son Ltd Unit C 1,143 Kirks 
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Y amaha’s MT-01 was one of ‘those’ kind of 
bikes. By that, I mean to say that it looked 
foul, but felt fair. 

Sorry. I’m not explaining myself very well, am I? 
What I mean is that this machine looked like the 
meanest son-of-a-gun on the block, but was actually 
very nicey-nicey and easy going: think of a soppy 
Alsatian. Heck, even with loud Akrapovic pipes on it, 
it was still more bark than bite. 

But what it did have was character a-plenty - and 
this character has since woven its way deep into 
Yamaha’s corporate psyche, so-much-so that the 
MT-series is now a cornerstone of the Yamaha range. 
And it all started here. 

‘Here’ is 1999, where the MT-01 began life at the 
Tokyo Motor Show as one of the many ‘concept’ 
motorcycles that appear at the event. Interest 
around this new machine was buzzing after the 
event, and Yamaha felt they had to put the machine 
into production, which took some time. 

The bike itself was an aggressively styled V-twin 
with plenty of street presence. It featured the engine 
from the Yamaha XV1700 Road Star Warrior - not an 
out-and-out performance lump, as you can imagine 
- but the 1670cc air-cooled, push-rod V-twin had an 
old-school look that played its part in the overall feel 
of the MT-01. 

Outright power was no more than around 89bhp, 
but at least it kicked sand in the face of its older 
brother, the neutered BT1100 Bulldog, which was 
powered by the old Virago llOOcc lump. Low-down 
oomph was the name of the game in the MT-01 and 
that slow-to-rev V-twin would reward the rider with a 
gutsy gargle of grunt from as low as 1500rpm, up to 
peak power at 4750rpm. Best thing was to leave the 


bike in one of the five cogs and ride that tsunami of 
torque - 11 lft/lbs at around 3500 revs... More 
muscle would come to the MT-01 courtesy of a 
tune-up kit, which came with that Akra exhaust and 
reward you with a further 20bhp. 

But that wasn’t really what the MT was all about. 
Instead it was a real head-turning motorcycle which 
could actually tackle the bends - if you weren’t in a 
massive hurry to flick-flack left and right. Ok, wet 
weight was a whopping 265 kilos, but with that 
power being laid down by a 190-rear-section tyre 
and the stretched out wheelbase being around 
1525mm, handling was both assured and stable - if 
not scalpel quick. 

Instead, what the MT-01 had in spades was good 
looks and amazing charisma. Launched eventually in 
2005, it’s now very near to what the VJMC would 
call a ‘classic’. 

Today, prices of the MT-01 are strangely very 
strong indeed, not helped by an RRP back in the 
day that went from sub-£10k to almost £13k in four 
years as the economic crash kicked in. We’ve seen 
them at around £4000 for the early 2005 models. 
Most seem well looked after and with very few miles. 
Try one. You’ll enjoy it. cmm 


SPECIFICATION 


MAKE 


Yamaha 


MODEL 


MT-01 


YEARS AVAILABLE 


2005-2012 


MAJOR CHANGES 


Colours only 


PRICE NEW 


£9899 (2005) 


VALUES NOW 


E4000-E9000 


VERDICT 


Different to most other 
Japanese naked machines 
and all the better for it! 


BERTIE'S BLATHER 

L 

“ ^ -r J 

Our Bert has bought and sold 
bikes for years and even 
makes the odd profit! He's 
particularly interested in 
what's shaping up to become 
the classics of the future. , 


FOR: Looks, sound 
with open pipes. 

AGAINST: Heavy, 
pricey! 
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« 01472 355558 


www.beedspGGd.com 


Honda CBF125 Stator 
Rotor Generator 

Suitable for Honda CBF 125 
2009'2015 Models 

Excellent quality 
replacement for the original 


£69.99 


INC FREE NEXT DAY DELIVERY 

TRADE QUANTITY DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE, CALL FOR DETAILS 


ORDER NOW http://bit.ly/CBFStator 



SUSPENSION 

MADE-TO-MEASURE 


• Shocks & fork 
Conversions 

• Road 

• Race 

• Sidecars 

• Classics 


For help, advice or 
more information 



MAXTDN5USPENStON.CO.UK 


Tel: 01926 740531 Fax: 01928 740635 
LAUREL BANK, KINGSWOOD. FRODSHAM, CHESHIRE WA6 6HX 
e: info@maxlortsuspension.co.uk 
web: www.maxtonsuspension.co.uk 


PHOTOS AND REPORTS 
AVAILABLE, DELIVERY AT COST 



75 Suzuki GT550 Ram Air< lovely triple 
....... . .. C6.500 



n Suiukl RES Rotary, UK bike, 0k. 
fabulous ........ £9,995 



59 AJS Mod 18 500, run; we! 

59 Ariel 5q4 Mk2 4G, superb... 

65 Ariel 25fl Aitow, superb _ 

32 0SA L33-5 3M Bij« Slartwin pen.,.. 
37 BSA 350 Empire Star 


c£9 BSA Cl 5 250 Scram bier project. 

71 Bultaco Storpi 250, shake of 3 from. 

95 BMW K7SRT, full lour spec.25k..—. 

96 Ducatl t16 Biposto, low miles/awners.. 

91 H/D 13M SpOrlcter, Q plats._ 

65 Hoods C677 3DB, rune well—_ 


..ixm 

£13.500 

..£3,995 

..£9,995 

..E-B.Mfl 

......£995 

...£1,995 

£2,250 

...£0,500 

...£3.495 

..£3,795 


81 Honda CQ200 Bcrliy, lovely twin- 
71 Honda CE35DK3, r ::es v wer..... 

82 Honda CB259M, light nrai needei 
99 Honda SLR654K ^eai blk\., 

04 Ktfftaukl W650,7h, mint.. 


l 995 BO WE Cmsmmon. 


7D KawHiakl 175 Bushwacker, tfSc.'v-i 

85 Lflwnlfl 5FC1000, special J3^e.. 

84 Matchless GiaCSfl 650. sunning _ 


£l.49S 


£11,500 

£17510 


55 Newton Mnd 3D IntamaltonaUrnw*_£19 995 

36 OK Supreme Flying ddud..£2.995 

63RsleighflM6 RunaboitT, superb¥5c— ....ISIS 


75 Suzuki T5125 hi EsmM e.V5i_ 

74&wuluTClK,idipeed V fi 
?a SuTuto 7S« Cottfl 


tt.750 


-OJ95 


£4.500 'TVSuluki &MfP!Sh25Q,:«etf-2^_£1.995 

00 Triumph Legend TT W0L 1 Ok mx £4.695 

03 Triumph Thvndertxnj 900. wn U J»5 

M Triumph T100S. ±*xfb tw-i__£6.500 

HVMocttM MAC 350 r 1abiitMn_£1500 


M Yamaha *$110^^**- 
MTtawtw XWOO, w vdrbit u 



74 SuiukiTSOD Cobra. __, £4,995 


Lots more bikes in stock! Visit www.pambrokeBhireclassics.com for more bikes to rids Or restore 


I AMERICAN READERS!! 



classic m motorcycle 

mechanics 


SUBSCRIBE & SAVE 

With Motorsport 

$60/yr (12 issues) 

Save $$ and never miss another issue! 

Great subscription prices for U.S.A. delivery: Classic Motorcycle 
Mechanics, The Classic Motorcycle, Classic Bike Guide, Classic 
Racer, RealClassic, Classic Dirt Bike, Scootering, Classic 
Scooterist Scene, Twist & Go, Motorcycle Sport & Leisure. 

We stock many fine Mortons publications including: 

SCRAPBOOK SERIES (Triumph, BSA and Norton), AVIATION 
CLASSICS, THE ENCYCLOPAEDIA OF CLASSIC 
MOTORCYCLES, JUST ROSSI, ISLAND RACER, JAGUAR. 


HIMOTORSPORT 

PUBLICATIONS llc 

7164 County Road N #441, Bancroft, Wl 54921 
715-572-4595 * Chris@ClassicBikeBooks.com 

www.ClassicBikeBooks.com 


FIND US 

ONLINE! 


/ classic m motorcycle 

mechanics 

ALL TOUTS' HIT 1M Httdfftf CUIIK WWHrtUM 



classicmechanics.com 


^ facebook.com/ClasskMechanics 



twitter.com/CMMmag 
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HONDA’ 


Kawasaki 


NewTronic 






m 


o 

YAMAHA 


E0OD0© 
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AUTO ELECTRIC SUPPLIES LTD 


Fast Mail Order Service 
Order Online or by Phone 




www.autoelectricsupplies.co.uk 

FREE 130 PAGE CATALOGUE AVAILABLE 



FOR AM, *Z\ ‘GS\ ‘XJ’, 4 CBX’ AND ‘CB’ SERIES 



4-1’s ROAD, RACE, CUSTOM, ENDURO, CLASSIC 
& REPLACEMENT ORIGINALS, 4 STROKE ONLY. 

1970 TO DATE. 


cmararV MARVING 


Tel: 024 7644 2054 • Email: info@exactrep.com 


ALSoffiM? 


SPECIALISTS 





Restorations)^} 




www.70s-80srestorations.co.uk 
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W ith our first 

Endurance race 
under the night 
sky approaching 1 thought we 
should do some homework. 

A nice weekend away in France to visit 
the first round of the FIM European 
Classic Endurance at Paul Ricard was the 
order of the day, for research of course! It 
also happens to be held at the annual 
Sunday Ride Classic event, one I have 
wanted to visit for a couple of years, 
it's only a quick flight down to Marseille, 
then an hour's drive to Le Castellet up in 
the hills of southern France, A track I have 
never visited, it is one that is world famous 
for the 24-hour Bol d’Or motorcycle race. 
What better track to visit and watch a 
night race? 

We arrived at the circuit entrance just 
after lunch on the Friday. Our purpose of 
the visit was to look at the bikes 
competing and see what they were running 


for headlights, etc. Also, how the pit lane 
works once it is dark, how the pit boards 
are lit up and finding your rider on the 
track: the sort of things that you don’t give 
a thought about in daylight. 

Only one issue, the track is closed to the 
public on Friday! There was a circuit office 
at the main gate set up to welcome all the 
teams and parade riders arriving for the 


weekend, so armed with my schoolboy 
French {by that I mean 'bonjour' and 
'merci') I chanced my arm. Luckily, one 
official took pity on us and sold me two 
weekend passes and gave me a vehicle 
pass. He made the weekend for us. 

I booked us into a hotel right next door 
to the circuit. We checked in and drove 
back to the track to catch what was left of 
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Team Allspeed Yamaha TZR250 part 4 

Busman's holiday 

Under the pretence of 'research' for the upcoming endurance race, Tony heads to 
Paul Ricard and sees some awesome machinery. 
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the day's track action. The weekend event 
is made up of track sessions for riders on 
classic road and race machines, some 
famous riders' parades and a handful of 
races. Half of the pit garages were full of 
famous race bikes and ex-GP stuff. The 
Tech 3 MotoGP team is based in the area, 
so this is their local event and a chance to 
show off their classic machines. What a 
collection they have: a Suzuki 250cc GP 
bike, Moto 2 Machines, YZR250s, 
amazing stuff. The advantage of not 
letting in the public until the Saturday 
and Sunday was that we had a nice, quiet, 
relaxed paddock to walk round and see all 
the machines with ease. 

The second half of the pit garages 
housed the Classic Endurance teams and 
their bikes. We headed off to look at the 
competition. Soon we will be lining up 
against these guys at the series third 
round in Spa. What hit the wife Claire and 
I straight away was the level of 
professionalism these teams are at. At 
Donington last year the event was great, 
being very relaxed and fun; very English! 
However, here at Paul Ricard it was a 
different level, We spent hours taking 
photos of everything and anything we saw 
and thought we needed. 

On the pit wall, most teams had shelters 
and pit boards on sliding beams! Some 
even had the pit boards linked to a laptop, 
This was teams like Phase One, who ran in 
the World Endurance championship with 
great success. 

Later in the evening we took in the 
nighttime action. The teams have just one 
45-minute session to set up the bikes and 
let the riders learn the track. For this 
round of the championship the race starts 
at 7pm, so half of the race will be run in 
the dark, Each rider needs to ride in these 
conditions. Personally, 45 minutes isn't 
long enough, but everyone has the same 
problem. Our first impressions were that it 
was not that dark, and all the track we 
could see was floodlit. Not saying it must 
be easy at all, just that my memories of 
Spa is that there are no lights, except on 
the pit straight. Green light on, it is 9pm 
and the bikes head out into the night. 
Stunning to watch, we went up on top of 
the pit garage complex to get a bird's-eye 
view, You could see the bikes winding their 


1/ Evening at the track gives a panoramic view of the action: marvellous! 2/ Honda CB75D 
celebrations were clearly going to be the norm on this 50th year, 3/ Yamaha YZF750 
Endurance race replica got Tony's juices flowing! 


the fairing or crash bars and some even 
mounted to the front brake callipers/forks. 
Either way, we'd learned a lot on day on. 

Day two, Saturday. Knowing it was open 
to the public today and it would get 
crowded, we didn't rush to the track. It 
would be a long day as the Endurance 
race didn't start till 7pm. I dropped Claire 
off at the Spa resort opposite the track O 


way back to the pit straight, lights blazing. 

When it came to lights, some gave out a 
yellow light (French I assume) while many 
teams were using LED headlights, which 
surprised us as the rules we have read that 
state lights must be of period appearance. 
Guess they had LEDs in 1985? Also, quite 
a few teams had fitted small LED light 
units lower down on the bikes. Some off 
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we had travelled here to watch. 

With the sun finally down for the day 
and the headlights blazing we took up 
position in DB Endurance’s garage so we 
could observe how they and the other 
teams around them operated. I have to say 
that their fuel I i ng/rider changes were 
perfect. Teams around them were 
panicking and untidy... not DB Endurance. 
Very impressive and I made some videos 
so we could learn from them! 

The darkness really adds to the whole 
endurance experience. On track you have 
riders concentrating and riding as fast as 
they dare in the dark. In the pits, however, 
you have a team of people making sure 
their time on the track is as easy as 
possible. Endurance racing is a team 
sport, not just two or three riders, but a 
whole team of friends and family making it 
all happen for them. Everyone has their 
job and knows their place. All we must do 
is work out how to do this. DB Endurance 
went on to finish ninth overall and fifth in 
their class. Excellent job, I can only hope 
we work as well as they did. 

Flying home on the Sunday morning, the 
other hotel guests had another day of 
parades and spectating ahead of them. We 
sat on the plane looking at photos and 
planning on how we were going to get 
everything ready for our first European 
Endurance race. The weekend was a 
success in terms of learning what we 
needed to do. 

It has, however, made us realise the task 
we have taken on and, more worryingly, 
could we get on the grid at Paul Ricard 
next year? How cool would that be? I did 
check out the rules for the Classic Bol d’Or 
in September, but sadly no bikes under 
500cc are allowed. Now where did I put 
my RD500LC? cmm 


4/ The Classic Grand Prix Honda collection had a few Freddie Spencer machines: lovely. 
5/ In amongst modern Moto2 and other machines, this ex-Niall Mackenzie ROC YZR500 
was brought out to play. 6 / French pseudo Pro-Am Gauloises RD looked ace. 


(useful trick this lads for next time) and I 
found that the vehicle pass sold to us 
meant that I could drive right round 
everyone and go straight into the circuit. 
Merci mon ami! 

The outside paddocks were busy with 
visitors, all hoping to catch a glimpse of 
their heroes. This event had many famous 
ex-riders attending, such as Giacomo 
Agostini, Kevin Schwantz, Freddie 
Spencer, Christian Sarron, plus many more 
French championship winners. I took a 
walk round the outer paddocks to look at 
the bikes normal people like us had 
brought along. The French are patriotic in 
everything they do. So, it did not surprise 
me that there were many Yamaha Motor 
France replicas, Gauloises paint jobs and 
Kawasaki Godier Genoud bikes, plus a 
good selection of TZ and RS two-strokes as 
there was a French two-stroke 
championship race being ran. Some of the 
British TZ guys also had made the trip as 
it was a round of the ICGP. 

I took another walk around the 
Endurance garages to see what was going 
on. I managed to catch up with one of the 
British teams out there, DB Endurance. I 


had spoken to one of their riders, Derek 
Cripps, on Facebook, and he had invited 
us to pop in for a cuppa over the weekend. 
They were on a great-looking P&M 
Kawasaki. The team had jumped in at the 
deep end last year and 12 months ago 
lined up for their first European race at 
this event. Back for 2019, the team is 
doing all four rounds, taking them to 
Germany, Spa and Italy. 

With the race not starting till 7pm I left 
the track mid-afternoon and picked up 
Claire to look around the local towns. We 
returned to watch the start from the 
grandstand opposite the garages. By now 
the wind had really picked up. The 
officials were struggling to hold up the 
five-minute board to the teams assembled 
on the start line. 

At 7pm the flag drops. We watched from 
the grandstand for a while, before taking 
the opportunity to head back to the hotel 
for dinner. This was not something we had 
planned to do, but the biggest surprise to 
me was the lack of catering at the circuit 
over the weekend. There was one bar/food 
stand in the whole place. After dinner we 
were back for the final two hours, the bit 
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J Browse Motorcycles 

Kawasaki Specialist 


NEW AND USED SPARES 
BIKES FOR SALE AND WANTE D 

Z650, Zl, Z900, 

ZIOOO A1-J3, GPZllOO 


• Quality New Replacement Fork Stanchions for 
1970's Kawasaki Z series road motorcycles 

• Clock Refurbishment 

11 Poyser Street, Wrexham, N Wales LL13 7RP 

Phone: 01978 355556 Fax: 01978 366663 

Mobile 07831 342590 Email: j.browse7260@hotmail.com 



IF fT ISN'T SMOKEN' 
IT S BROKEN! 


2-STROKE 

RESTORATION 

PARTS & SERVICE 


NEW! Kawasaki HI & H2 Manual Petcocks. 

- Specializing in Yamaha, Kawasaki & Suzuki 

2-Strokes 

■ Visit our Website to view our full catalogue 

■ Daily World Wide Shipping 

- We Speak 2-Stroke 

• Performance Cylinder Heads For Yamaha 
RD250, RD350, RD400, R5 & 057. 

■ Largest Reproduction Parts source for 
Yamaha Aircooled RD J s 


www. h vccy cl e.n e t 
001 - 402 - 817-4795 


o 



Yamaha RD, R5, DS7 
Shocks 



CARBTUNE PRO GARB 
BALANCER 


) RiDE s test scored the Carbtune highest, the 
most accurate multi-gauge device and the only 
tool" Recommended" 

Buy direct from the manufacturer by mail, phone, 
email or secure website. Always in stock. 

Quick dispatch. Technical advice and back-up. 

4 Full instructions and guarantee 
Nitrile hoses, dampers 

k 5mm and 6mm adapters to fit virtually any bike 
4-column works on twins, triplesand fours 


2 column - £54 . £2 P&P UK ■ AIRMAIL EUROPE £3 
4 column - £68 ‘AIRMAIL REST OF WORLD £5 


Ccrtartune. See- and iidjtm 
the enmbusthan flame colour. 
All Cotortun* sizes afid 
models available. 


All Carbtunes now 
supplied with Too I pouch 
and Brass Adapters 


Mastercard. Visa, Switch, Delta or cheque/PO payable to: Morgan Carbtune Ltd 

at Unit 33CTownsend Enterprise Park, Townsend Street, Belfast BT13 2ES UK 

Tel: 028 9023 9007 

EMAIL: morgart@car btune.com * www.carbtune.com 


]ast Bandits 

Specialists in 

Suzuki Bandit Accessories 

Unit 3E, Monk Road Ind Est, Alfreton, 
Derby DE55 7RL 

Tel/Fax: 01773 521800 




Motorcycle Wiring Specialists 

Bringing your hike hack to life! 


www. motorcyclewiringspecialists co.uk 



COLLAPSIBLE 
MOTORCYCLE TRAILERS 


444 ( 0)1789 459234 


www.motolug.com 

Single & Twin 
models available 






www.digidock.co.uk - 0191640 8663 


Top 


mount 


Mi ■ 


Mirror mount 


r,\u. 


Handlebar mount Stem cap mount 


■ 


Mirror mount Mirror 


mount 




Quick release 




• Restoration work • Re-commissions • MoT testing station 

• Repairs • Parts sales • Classic bike sales • Engine rebuilds 
• Machine shop *11 ramp workshop • And much more 


4lf Norton) lam* 

tCieiOd 

A*- * 1=1 tS I ® 

MOTORCYCLE RESTORATION company Jnpo»«*jtp tforurriffft* Spuria Jirfjl 


www.classicmechanics.com / 125 




























































HAYNES PRINT & ONLINE U 



Project Honda CL350 


Brush strokes 

Our Mark has a go at some home finishing for his 
Honda CL. How does he get on? 



j M ft e saw last time that 
■ ■ ■■ despite the engine 
^ V W having suffered 

slightly, and acquiring a 
coating of rainwater inside one 
cylinder, it appeared to run perfectly well 
so now was the time to turn to the rest 
of the bike. 

Some bits of the frame were looking a bit 
rough and as this is to be a budget 
restoration, l thought I might be able to 
find a cost-effective solution. A closer 
examination (Photo 1) showed that it would 
be quite difficult to mask off many places 
and it was clear that I really was going to 
have to get the engine out to do a 
reasonable job. I started taking a few bits 
off (Photo 2) and before I knew where i was 
it was nearly in bits (Photo 3), and pretty 
soon later I was looking at a bare frame. 
Now, at this point I am sure 99% of you 
would be contacting either a sprayer or 
powder-coating specialist, but I wanted to 
see what sort of result I could get from 
simple home-based methods. 

My first experiment was on the battery 
carrier, which was in pretty bad shape as 
they often are, as they have spent a while 
being dosed in sulphuric acid as a result of 
being overfilled, overcharged or having had 
the breather pipe blocked or missing 
altogether (Photo 4). After stripping off the 
remains of the paint I wondered if I could 
get a reasonable result by brush painting 
and then rubbing down. After all, that is 
what coach painters always used to do and 
the finish they achieved was legendary. One 
thing that would make life easier would be 
to use modern paints, and it occurred to 
me that Smoothrite was a metal covering 
that needed little preparation as it could be 
put on bare metal and even rust, according 
to the instructions. 

My result was legendary in quite a 
different way (which is why I decided to not 
bother photographing it) as it looked like I 
had used a broom rather than a paintbrush. 
I don’t know why this was, but maybe I put 
it on too thickly or thinly, but either way, 
the brush marks were very prominent and it 
was just not going to work. More work with 
the paint stripper ensued! 

The next trial was to use the same paint, 
but as spray cans (Photo 5). On a warm, 
still day [ set up the frame on a table in the 
corner of the garden and rubbed it down, 
paying special attention to the rusty areas 
(Photo 6). I did not think it necessary to 
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get all the paint off as it seemed to be 
pretty sound In most places. As I was doing 
this, I noticed something not quite right 
about the lock stop (Photo 7), which had 
obviously been bent at some point. As it 
happened, I had a special tool called a 
24-inch Stillson to help with this and in 
Photo 8 we see it in action. Perfect result! 
As for why the stop had been bent out of 
shape, we shall see later on. 

After degreasing it was time to spray, and 
I must say the result was very creditable 
(Photo 9). It was considerably better than 
before and I suspect at least as good as the 
original finish, I did take care to mask off 
the frame number and old-style VIN plate 
as these would be needed to be easily 
visible for the registration process. The 
total cost to renovate all the black bits (i.e, 
frame, swingarm, side-stand, lower yoke, 
too! box, footrest brackets, chainguard, 
battery carrier and rear l ight bracket) was 
about £30. 

We saw earlier that one headlight bracket 
had been bent out of shape and this 
needed to be straightened and filled. Photo 
10 shows it part finished. The trouble was 
that it would need to be resprayed in that 
metallic blue colour (it is called Candy 
Sapphire Blue) and I could not see that it 


Simple solutions: 


Heat up rattle cans in a bow! of warm water pre-use. 



would be possible at home. So, as the fuel 
tank was partially white, I decided to spray 
the filled area white using the joint 
between the two parts of the bracket as the 
boundary. White Smootrite did the job 
again, and the result was pretty reasonable. 
Obviously, the other undamaged bracket 
needed spraying in a similar way. 

One area which was not really good 
enough was the side-panels (Photo 11) and 
I left these while 1 thought about what to 
do about them. It is unlikely that I could 
match the blue so perhaps more white 
paint might be the answer as it already 
appears on the tank (and headlamp 
brackets now). 

Having got most of the paintwork back 
into reasonable shape, it was time to start 
putting everything back together. The 
steering head bearings were not as good as 
they could have been so I replaced them 
with taper rollers. The All Balls kit comes 
with the seals and spacers as well as the 
bearings themselves (Photo 12), which is 
very handy. I found the easiest way to get 
the bearing outer races in place within the 
frame was to tighten the whole lot up by 
temporarily mounting the top adjuster the 
wrong way round (Photo 13). 

Naturally, I had needed to remove the 
rear swingarm (Photo 14) for spraying and 




the bushes and seals were, if not perfect, 
perfectly good for quite a few miles more so 
I could re-use them. Most of the 
deterioration was by corrosion rather than 
wear as you would expect, bearing in mind 
the low mileage but advanced years. 

It seemed the best approach to put the 
engine back in the frame before the wheels 
were in place as I could either put the 
frame over the engine (on its side) or not 
have very far to lift the engine into the 
frame. As it turned out, neither was that 
easy as the engine is quite a tight fit and I 
could see that if the starter motor were 
taken off that would make life a lot easier. 

It only takes the removal of the nut for the 
electrical connection and a couple of M6 
screws to get the motor off, but 
unfortunately it is a lot harder putting it 
back as the sprocket falls off and is (as far 
as I could see) impossible to retrieve 
without taking off the crankcase cover and 
hence alternator stator (Photo 15). cmm 
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Slinky Glide’s New 



SCHURING 

RUBBER 

manufacture of rubber & 


plastic parts for motorcycles 


CD2-KIT Cush Drive 
for Triumph 

equivalent to T2012223 Daytona 600 
03-03. Speed Four 02-05, Bonneville 
01-15, Scrambler 06-15, Thruxton 
04-15, Sprint RS, Tiger 1050 
Over 1 million motorcycle parts available including Schuring RRP £38.89 
many top brands. Pattern and OE parts. OE £58.80 


THREE DIFFERENT DRIVE HEADS 


Speedometer & Tacho 
Cable Repair Kit 


This kit uses your genuine outer 
cable suitable for most mechanical 
speedometers & tachos. 

Contents:inner cable (1.5 M x 
3.2Mm dia) three different drive 
heads, crimping tool & instructions 
included 


prices applicable to time of print 


Parts 
for 70's to 
present day 
motorcycles 


Great Price 


Great Service 


Fast Delivery 


Over 1 Million motorcycle parts listed for 10,000+ models. 
Quick Service, Huge website. More parts added daily 



Tel:01273 597072 


Unit 7 Grange Road Industrial Estate, Albion Street, Southwick, West Sussex, BN42 4EN, United Kingdom 

















SUZUKI GS750: Jonathan Bentman looks at one special Suzuki. 
APRILIA MOTO 6.5: Steve Cooper on this weird 1990's single. 
BEVEL DELIGHT: Two Down under Ducati experts serve us up a treat! 
APRILIA RS250: One man's obsessional resto. 


TWO GRAND TYKES: Can you only get a 'dog' for £2000? 
THE LC CLUB: what it says on the tin. 


WORKSHOP: Pattern parts and clutch actuators. 





ALL OF THE ABOVE DELIVERED TO YOUR DOOR 


PROJECT BIKES: Ralph Ferrand is on part four of the Kawasaki Z650 and takes 
a look at inverted forks. Kevin Raymond may (or may not) have submitted his first 
part on the Ducati 400SS Junior and Mark Haycock carries on with his Honda 
CL350. Jeff Ware begins part one of his Suzuki RM80X resto. 


WIN! 


AND MUCH MORE. DON'T MISS IT!* 

September issue on sale: 

AUGUST 21 


B c,eani St ° ne tyres 

c'eanmg goo(j/ e 

Tam 'ya kits! 


*The editor reserves the 
right to completely mess 
up the above list in a bid 
to give you the best mix 
Of 1960s, 1970s, 1980s 
and 1990s machines 
and fettling tips' 
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SUBSCRIBE NOW 


SEE PAGES 42-43 FOR DETAILS 












Just go left, it'll be fine. 


I ’ve often wondered what precipitated 
the original GSX-R concept at Suzuki. 

Sure, they had dabbled with small 
performance bikes prior to this; witness 
the T20 Super Six, a proper giant killer if 
ever. With almost 30bhp and minimum 
heft, the Super Six was a delightful skinny 
little bike. After that Suzuki took a couple 
of slightly awkward turns; the 250s got 
slower and a bit porky, then a fit of the 
triples followed, 380, 550 and the 750 
Kettle. Then came the RE5 (say no more), 
then desperate to dig themselves out of a 
hole, they saw the Z-series Kawasakis and 
said: ‘We’ll ‘ave some o’ that!’ 

After a brief court case and a 
substantial brown envelope the GS750 
and later GS1000 popped out. The GSX 
dynasty followed, utilising much tooling 
common to the GS brothers. But, as sure 
as eggs is baby chickens, the arrival of the 
GPZ900R put a stop to all that ‘big is 
good so bigger must be better’ malarkey. 
The Ninja did a lot of things very well. 

Time for Suzuki to swipe right and build 
something nimble, cool and quick. Enter 
the GSX-R750. The wee slabby delivered 
in spades and Suzuki could not be 
accused of plagiarism on any front. A line 
had been scraped in the Tarmac. 

In the USA, Paul Dean of Cycle World 
rallied his troops and put to them his 
audacious plan to set a couple of records 
with the unknown, unproven GSX-R. What 
could possibly go wrong? Suzuki, keen to 
raise their profile, agreed to provide a pair 
of Gixxers fresh off the production line. 
Dave Edwards, the then Features Ed on 
CW, went to Hamamatsu and randomly 
picked a brace of bikes, one blue and one 
red. These were wired and sealed, no 
pokery, or indeed jiggery here. 

The venue chosen for this jolly jaunt was 
Laredo in Texas. The five-mile oval track 




Ubiquitous wire and lead seal to 
ensure no tampering or tooting. 


The FIM verified records they attained 
were, and still are amazing. Both bikes 
travelled over 3000 miles for an average 
speed in excess of 128 mph. Absolute, 
meaning no other bike of any gender had 
ever gone quicker. And both bikes 
completed the course with no mechanical 
issues. Of course it must have cost a few 
bob, well, about $80,000 apparently. I’m 
guessing that doesn’t include tyres or bikes. 
I’d love to know how the finances panned 
out. And what about Suzuki? I’d never heard 
of this insane project up until a few months 
ago. I’m sure they must have publicised it, 
but not to my knowledge. 

And as homage to Velocette, they hurtled 
around Montlehery 25 years before the 
Suzuki adventure, averaging over lOOmph 
on a 500cc single for 24 hours, a record 
that still stands to this day, impressive? 

Oh yes. cmm 



velo with a rear mudguard, but 
without signage on fairing. 


Success! 

the finish line of the successful 
hrs at lOOmph Velocette 500cc Venom 
record at Montlehery, France, of 1961. 


mm 



there may be hot and humid, but the 
banked track allows progress at two-and-a 
-half miles per minute with no let-up. At 
these temperatures the Metzeler tyres 
were always going to be tested, but after 
working out how to ‘cure’ the tyres with a 
couple of slightly easier laps the problem 
was manageable. Notwithstanding this, 
some of the stats are interesting. The 
bikes gave about 15mpg, which meant 
they had to stop for fuel about every 35 
minutes; the riders changed too at every 
stop; and whilst the rear tyres survived in 
the cooler night air, they too were changed 
at every stop in the heat of the day. By my 
reckoning that’s about 60 rear tyres 
(between the two bikes) and approaching 
500 gallons of gas! 

One twist that amuses me to this day is 
that some bright spark thought it would 
be cute to use a supplementary four 
gallon fuel tank above the rear seat 
hump. Oh, no, no. Anybody 


understanding a bit about the 
free surface effect would put that 
one straight in file 13. After a few 
sphincter clenching tank slappers 
that is exactly what happened. 
They were discretely removed, 
never to be seen again. Other 
minor issues were occasional wild 
hogs scampering around the 
track: if they hit one, it’d hurt! 


Is this the bike that actually did it? No 
mudguard, but proper job! 
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For Everyday Use 


HIFLO®PERFORMANCE 
RC OIL FILTER 

DeveLoped and manufactured to very high specifications to 
exceed the demands of modern racing engines and extreme 
racing conditions, the HifLofiLtro RC range provides numerous 
advantages for both road user and track racer 




> 17mm cross drilled nut enabling easy installation, removal, and lock 
wiring for race use 

■ Advanced high performance tri-fiber filtration media for optimum 
filtration, high capacity, and improved oil flow. Capable of capturing 
particles as small as S microns. 

■ Tough heavy duty steel canister capabLe of withstanding extreme 
pressure 




■ High quality pressure relief valve for perfect sealing 
- Compatible with all oil types, mineral and synthetic 



The world's only TUV 
approved oil filter 

ISO/TS 16949:2009 certified 



RACING 


WWW.hiflofiltro.com Hiflofjltro is a product of Bike Alert pic 





caberghelmetsuk yf 


HELMETS 


cabergcares.co.uk 













